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THE 

PREFAC  E. 

N  the  enfuing  Hiftory  of  Ma- 
faniello,  we  may  fee  plainly , 
as  in  a  Glafs,  the  natural 
Conferences  of  Oppreffion  and 
Minifterial  Tyranny.  The  com- 
mon People  have  their  Senfes 
and  Feeling  as  well  as  their  Governors  ;  and  if 
they  are  loaded  with  Burdens  too  heavy  for 
their  Strength  to  fupport,  who  can  blame  them 
for  endeavouring  to  relieve  themfelves  in  the 
bell  Manner  they  are  able  ?  And  who  can  won- 
der•,  //  in  ftruggling  for  their  Liberties,  the 
great  eft  Outrages  are  committed,  and  even  the 
Foundations  of  Government  are  fhaken  ?  Op- 
preffion, the  Scripture  fays,  will  make  a  wife 
Man  mad  :  What  Effecl  then  will  it  have  upon 
a  giddy  Multitude,  who  are  fenftble  to  nothing 
but  their  prefent  Feelings  and  who>  at  fuch  a 

Junclare, 


(  vi  ) 

Juncture,  will  Jiibmit  themfelves  to  the  Direc- 
tion of  any  Fellow,  who  has  Courage  and  Spi- 
rit enough  to  lead  them  on  to  revenge  themfelves 
on  their  Oppreffors  ?  Had  the  Sp  mifh  Viceroy 
of  Naples  and  his  Minifters,  infead  of  fleecing 
the  People  by  all  Manner  of  *Iaxes  to  fupport 
their  Luxury  and  enrich  themfelves,  ftudied  the 
Good  of  the  Community,  and  the  Inter  eft  of  their 
Sovereign,  we  (hould  never  have  heard  of  the 
Neapolitan  lnfurrefiion,  and  Mafaniello  would 
have  remained  an  obfcure  Fifherman, 

This  Work  has  been  compiled  with  great  Care 
and  Induftry  from  Giraffy,  the  Count  of  NJo- 
dena,  Midon,  the  Author  of  the  Winter's  Ev 
ing  Entertainment,  and  all  the  Authors  a 
have  wrote  on  that  Subjecl  \  as  alfo  from  fe- 
ver al  aut hen  tick  Records  which  have  not  before 
appeared  in  print :  And  particular  Care    '    i 
been  taken  to  purge  this  Edition  from  the  Er- 
rors and  Extravagancies  of  all  former  lmL 
Jions. 

In  vain  may  wefearth  the  Records  of  A 
quity,  to  find  an  Usance  parallel  to  this  o/Ma- 
faniello,  wh<\  mly  a  poor.  Fifherman,  i 

four  Days  raifed  an  Army-  of  150,000  Men  -7 
by  which  Fur,  '  from  this  ab- 

jell  State  to  the  PjtchofM  ?y  >  made  him- 

felf  Maftt.r  of  the  City  of  Napks,  one  of  tht 
moft  populous  Cities  in  the  World,  and  the  Me- 
tropolis of  many  fair  and  extcnfsve  Provinces  ; 
was  for  a  Time  the  Avenger  of  publick  Oppref- 

ftons^ 
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THE 


HIS  Ti*)  R  Y 

O    F 

MAS  A  NIELLO, 

T  H'E 

Fifherman  of  N4PLE  S. 


TH  E  ancient  kingdom  of  Naples,  after  many 
changes  and  revolutions,  iubmitted  to  die  power 
of  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  The  Neapolitans  were 
a  great  fupport  to  this  illuftrious  family,  and  by  large  and 
voluntary  contributions,  gave  the  utmoft  evidence  of  fi- 
i'  ;  and  obedience  to  it.  They  relieved  Alphonfo  I.  by 
%  free  impofmon  of  ten  *  carlines  upon  every  fire,-  thro* 
the  whole  territory  ;  five  carlines  were  added  and  fettled 
Vpon  Ferdinand  and  his  fucceffors  for  ever;  and  by  de- 
grees the  tax  was  raifed  to  fixty.fix  carlines,  which  is  paid 
to  this  da-f ,  and  amounts  to  three  millions  of  gold  yearly. 
Nor  was  this  fufficient  to  expreis  tfr4"  affection  to  the 
Auftrian  line;  for  they  (implied  Charles  V.  with  ten  do- 
natives that  came  to  five  millions.  Philip  II.  was  pre- 
fented  with  thirty-three  donatives,  amounting  to  thirty 
millions ;  and  Philip  III.  and  IV.  were  affifted  from  the 
year  1628,  to  the  Year  1647,  with  one  hundred  millions 
and  upwards.  But  the  people  fuffered  by  the  generofity 
of  their  governors ;  they,  were  oppreffed  with  heavy  ex- 
actions ;  and  at  laft  all  commodities  were  taxed  to  raife 
thefe  fubfidies;  the  neceflary  proviiions  for  the  fupport  of 

•  *  A  Carline  is  worth  atjput  fix-pence  farthing  of  our  money. ' 
J¥umb.  II.  1 
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life  grew  dear,  and  occafioned  popular  difccntents,  which 
at  length  were  fo  inflamed,  that  tumults  and  infurre&ion&. 
followed,  attended  with  murder  and  bloodfhed,  and  fuch 
other  outrages  as  are  the  natural  confequences  of  popular 
fury  and  diftradlion. 

His  majeity  king  Philip  IV.  of  Spain  was  very  fenfible 
of  the  affections  of  thjfcle^plitans,  who,   without  ccn- 
fidcring  the  weaknefs  SmTJ^llity  of  the  people,  refolved 
to  prefent  him  with  a  new  donative :  but  all  commodities 
being  already  taxed,  it  was  difficult  to  raife  the  extraor- 
dinary fupplies  which  were  demanded  in  the  year  1646, 
therefore  they  were  obliged  in  the  prefent  neceffity  to 
lay  a  tax  upon  fruits  :  all  forts  were  included,  both  dry 
and  green;  as  mulberries,  grapes,  figgs, apples,  pears,  and 
plumbs ;  whereby  the  common  fort  of  people  were  de- 
rived of  their  ufual  nourishment  and  fupport,  and  re- 
duced to  the  lowest  mifery  and  diftrefs.     This  tax  was 
collected  with  feverity  for  nine  months ;  but  it  grew  at  laft 
infupportable ;  infomuch,  that  many  poor  wretches  having 
fold  all  their  houlhold  fluff,  even  the  very  beds  they  ufed 
to  lie  upon,  to  pay  part  of  the  tax,  were  often  obliged  to 
proftitute  their  wives  and  daughters  to  the  minifters  of  the 
taxes,  only  to  obtain  a  fhort  refpite  for  the  payment  of 
the  remainder  :  the  kingdom,  therefore,  refolved  to  bear 
the  burden  no  longer,  and  to  difcharge  herfelf  not  only 
of  this,  but  of  all  other  taxes  formerly  impofed ;  and  the 
defign  had  fuccefs  beyond  expectation.     Nature  has  cer 
tainly  fiaed  ftrong  impremons  of  liberty  in  the  minds  of 
men  :  they  are  unwilling  to  bring  their  necks  under  the 
yoke ;  and  tho1  they  are  ufed  with  moderation  and  ten- 
dernefs,  they  are  wkree  confined  within  the  bounds  of  obe- 
dience ;  but  flavery  and  oppreffion  make  them  mad  ;  and 
poverty  begets  defpair;  fo  that  Tacitus  obferved  juftly, 
,   that  the  people  ruih    upon   precipices   and  deftruction, 
when  heavy  loads  and  exactions  are  laid  upon  them. 

The  royal  city  of  Naples  is  &11  of  people,  and  many 
families  were  undone  by  the  weight  of  taxes ;  but  this 
tax  upon  fruit  was  the  greatefl  grievance,  and  they  re- 
folved not  to  endure  it.  They  had  often  by  their  agents, 
represented  the.  hardlhips  of  this  act,  to  the  mo'ft  excellent 
duke  of  ArcoGj  Viceroy  of  the  kingdom;  the  women  and 

children. 
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children  wou'd  often  meet  him  in  the  ftreet,  and  with 
miferablc-.cries  and  lamentations  beg  of  him  to  releafe  the 
tax,    and  the  citizens  of  Lavinaro,    and  other  quarters, 
placed  themfelves  in  companies  as  he  patted  upon  a  day 
thro*  the  market-place,  to  pay  hifcdevotion  to  the  mother 
of  Carmine,  at  the,  church  of  ^sle  Carmelites,  and  peti- 
tioned him  in  a  body,  to  remit  the  tax.     The  viceroy  fee- 
ing himlelf  furrounded  by  fuch  a  multitude  of  men,  wome» 
And  children,  who  with  uplifted  hands,  begged  relief,  was 
forced  to  appeafe  them  by  flopping  his  coach,  and  promif- 
ing  that  in  a  day  or  two  he  would  give  them  fatisfaclion, 
Upon  the  Sunday  following,    as  he  was  going  to  the 
church  aforefaid,  he  obferved  a  great  diforder  and  mur- 
muring among  the  people ;  who  did  not  petition  him  as 
before,  but  peremptorily  demanded  $  relcaie  of  the  tax, 
and  threatned  him  in  cafe  of  denial :    theie  were   pre^ 
fages  of  the  commotions  which  followed.     The  Viceroy 
Was  fo  terrified,  that  he  promifed  to  take  off  die  tax,  and 
returned  with  fuch  apprcheniions  of  fear  to  his  palace, 
that  he  would  venture  no  more  to  go  to  the  church  of 
Carmine,  and  would  not  iufFer  the  feftival  of  St.  John  the 
baptifl  to  be  celebrated,  which   us'd  to  be  folemnifed  at 
Naples ;  and  this  he  did,  to  prevent  any  difturbance  that 
might  arife  from  fo  vaft  a  concourfe  of  people,  when  got 
together  in  one  place. 

Some  time  after,  father  Don  Stephano  Pepa,  one  of  the 
jnoft  famous  preachers  of  the  order  of  Theatins,  who  had 
feveral  congregations  under  his  care ;  by  means  of  which, 
his  influence  was  great  over  the  people,  afTured  the  viceroy, 
in  a  private  conference  he  had  with  him,  that  he  could 
perceive  by  the  confefhons  that  were  made  to  him,  that 
they  were  exafperated  to  a  very  high  degree ;  efpecially 
by  the  fruit-tax,  which  feem'd  to  be  levelled  at  the  poor 
people  alone;  whereas  all  former  taxes  and  impofitions 
were  equally  born  by  all  the  feveral  members  of  the  ftate : 
he  told  his  excellency,  'twas  to  be  feared  that  thefe  com- 
plaints were  the  fore-runners  of  an  infurreclion  -,  and  there- 
fore prayed  him  to  aholiiji  the  tax- upon  fruit,  telling  him, 
that  he  made  no  queilior.,  but  as  foon  as  the  people  mould 
be  eafed  of  this  burden,  they  would  return  jto  their  former 
•duty  wid  obedience. 

B  3  Yet, 
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Yet,  notwithstanding  this  wholefome  advice,  the  vie* 
roy,  who  was  naturally  indolent,  and  unfixed  in  his  re- 
folutions,  neglected  doing  any  thing  in  this  affair,  think- 
ing it  would  drop  of  itfelf :  but  he  was  greatly  mifta- 
ken  ;  for  the  populace,  inraged,  that  the  tax,  contrary  to 
the  promife  given  thenJfcilLcontinued,  began  to  be  out- 
ragious ;  they  now  proWed  Hb  action  ;  and  upon  a  night 
they  fet  fire  to  a  baracca  of  powder,  in  the  market- 
place where  the  fruit-tax  was  exacted ;  this  they  did  again, 
and  the  damage  was  afterwards  repaired  at  the  publiclc 
charge.  The  incendiaries  were  at  work  to  enrage  and  blow 
up  the  fire ;  fharp  and  bitter  invectives,  full  of  popular 
grievances,  were  publifhed  and  difperfed  ;  the  publick  of- 
ficers were  threatned  with  ruin  and  death ;  and  thefe  info- 
lent  libels  were  fixed  in  the  moll  publick  places  of  the  city. 

But  what  gave  the^greateft  encouragement  to  the  rioters, 
was  the  example  of  the  Sicilians,  efpecially  thofe  of  Paler- 
mo, who  had  by  force  of  arms  and  popular  infurrections, 
obtained  from  the  marquis  of  Velez,  viceroy  of  that  king- 
dom, a  releafe  of  the  principal  taxes,  and  a  moderation  of 
the  reft.  He  afterwards  gave  them  a  general  pardon  for 
all  exceffes  and  outrages ;  for  opening  of  prifons,  for  mur- 
ders, thefts,  for  taking  up  arms  in  the  country,  and  other 
offences ;  fo  that  the  people  of  Naples  taking  courage 
from  the  fuccefs  of  their  neighbours,  thought  they  had  a> 
right  to  the  lame  treatment,  and  infilled  upon  their  merits, 
pleading,  that  they  were  a  free-born  people,  and  had  by 
their  donatives,  contributed  largely  to  the  fupport  and 
grandeur  of  theSpanifh  monarchy. 

The  following  ar  Ahc  acts  of  grace  publifhed  in  Sicily, 
in  favour  of  the  people  : 

'<  T  T"  *  S  excellency  by  this  prefent  act,  to  be  always  in 
f*  I  1  force,  does  take  off  and  abolilh.  to  perpetuity, 
««  the  tax  upon  meal,  wine,  oil,  flefti  and  che'efe,  through- 
<*  out  all  this  city  and  territory  of  Palermo  forever. 

"  In  Palermo,  this  21ft  of  May,  1647, 
"  The  marquis  of  Velez. 

Ki  Subfcribed  by  all  the  officers  of  the  patrimony,  and 
'*  likewife"by  the  civil  and  criminal  court,  and  by 
"  the  principal  notary  of  the  kingdom." 

THE 
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«  'TTH  E  prifons  of  the  Vicaria  being  this  night  broke 
41  A  °Pen»  an(l  tne  Pr^oners  ^et  at  liberty,  and  his 
"  excellency  being  fenfible  that  the  prifoners  therein  con- 
«  iained  were  innocent,  he  does  by  thi*  prefent  ad  pardon 
"  all  and  every  one  of  the  faid  jirifoners ;  and  alfo  his 
"  excellency  does  acquit  and  pardon  thofe  who  were  found 
"  unreleafed  in  the  faid  prifons:  his  excellency  does 
"  moreover  give  grace  and  pardon  upon  the  word  and 
«  faith  of  a  king,  to  all  the  faid  prifoners,  as  well  for  the 
"  delinquency  of  flight,  as  for  all  other  delinquencies  for 
"  which  they  are  imprifoned. 

'•  The  marquis  of  Velez. 

"  Don  Livo  Pente,  prefident  of  juftice.* 
» 
Thefe  privileges  and  immunities  obtained  by  the  Sici- 
lians, fpirited  up  the  people  of  Naples,  who  refolved  to 
recover  the  fame  freedom  ;  and  you  could  not  pafs  the 
ftreets  without  hearing,  "  what,  are  not  we  as  valuable 
"  fubjeds  as  thofe  of  Palermo  ?  are  not  we  equally  formi- 
*'  dable  and  brave,  if  we  could  but  unite  to  redrefs  our  gric- 
"  vances  ?  let  us  lie  no  longer  under  our  burdens  :  death 
Y  is  more  acceptable  than  mifery  :  to  arms  ;  to  arms :  let 
"  us  rife  as  one  man,  and  that  inftantly  :  there's  nothing 
f*  like  the  prefent  moment ;  our  time  is  precious ;  delays 
£t  may  breed  danger."  The  ilreetsrung  with  thefe  and 
fuch  mutinous  expreffions ;  and  the  fame  ferment  was  kept 
up  in  clubs  and  cabals,  where  people  met  and  gave  vent  to 
their  pamons,  by  threatning  their  governors,  and  encou- 
raging one  another  to  fhake  off  their  chains,  and  recover 
themfelves  into  a  free  ftate.  The  viceroy  was  foon  made 
acquainted  with  thefe  diforders ;  and  finding  matters  grow- 
ing ripe  for  an  infurreclion,  frequently  afiembled  the  fix 
quarters  or  precincts  of  the  city,  confifting  of  the  fifth 
part  of  the  gentry,  and  the  fixth  of  the  people ;  to  advife 
againft  the  dangers  that  threatned,  and  by  all  means  to  take 
off  the  tax  upon  fruits,  which  was  the  greateft  grievance. 
This  propofal  was  very  agreeable  to  the  populace  ;  and 
had  it  immediately  been  executed,  would  have  prevented 
the  calamities  that  followed ;  but  becaufe  it  would  have 
been  prejudicial  to.  the  farmers,  the  defign  had  no  fuccefs : 

for 
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for  thefe  publicans  ufed  all  their  intereft  with  the  vifitor- 
general  of  the  kingdom,  to  prevail  upon  the  viceroy,  to  con- 
tinue the  tax  till  the  month  of  Auguft  following ;  and  t  > 
this  end,  they  preferred  his  lady  with  fifteen  thoufand  du- 
cats. The  vifitor  notgjble  to  refifl  the  gold,  perfuaded 
the  viceroy  to  continue  me  tax  notwithstanding  his  promifej 
and  for  his  own  private  advantage,  insinuated  that  it  would 
reflect  upon  his  honour,  to  fubmit  to  the  infolent  impor- 
tunities of  a  mob,  confifting  of  a  few  rafcally  fellows, 
who  made  all  this  noife  to  throw  every  thing  in  con- 
fufion,  that  they  might  the  better  fifh  in  troubled  waters ; 
and  therefore  he  advifed  him  to  repair  the  toll-houfe  for 
fruit,  that  was  burn'd  down ;  which  he  did,  but  refolved 
at  the  fame  time  to  take  off  the  tax,  and  find  out  a  way  to 
qualify  the  heats  of  the  difcontented  people  on  the  one 
fide,  and  the  nobility,  gentry  and  merchants  of  Naples  on 
the  other,  who  had  advanced  to  the  publick  upon  that  tax, 
obove  fix  hundred  thoufand  crowns  on  account  of  the 
capital  million,  and  eighty  five  thoufand  crowns  of  annual 
rent. 

This  healing  fcheme  was  told  abroad  to  the  difadvantage 
of  the  government;  and  the  jealous  populace  fufpe&ed, 
that  in  the  place  of  the  tax  upon  fruit,  a  new  tax  was  to 
be  levied  upon  corn  and  wine,  wj^ich  threw  them  into  the 
utmoft  rage  ;  and  they  gave  out,  that'  they  would  fooncr 
die  than  fuffer  fuch  impofitions,  and  infilled,  that  the  tax 
upon  fruit  mould  be  quite  abolifhed,  and  no  new  burden 
laid,  to  pay  off  the  debt  that  was  contracted  upon  it. 

Affairs  being  in  this  pofture,  and  every  thing  concurring 
to  a  rebellion,  an  opportunity  unexpectedly  offered  upon 
the  7th  of  July,  in  the  year  1647, 'that  fully  anfvvered 
the  purpofe.  The  Account  that  I  mall  give  of  it,  will 
proceed  regularly  from  day  to  day,  and  nothing  mall  be 
related  but  what  comes  from  authority  and  good  cre- 
dentials ;  that  fo  furprizing  an  event  may  appear  exactly 
in  the" manner  it  was  brought  about;  and  be  faithfully 
tranfmitted, „  for  the  improvement  and  information  of 
poftemy. 

In  a  corner  of  the  market-place  in  Naples  lived  0*ne 
-M&fanielio,  a  young  fellow  about  24  years  of  age,  of  a 
fprightly  diipofition  and  bold   addreis,  and  who  .had  a 

great 


MASANIELLO.  i5 

great  mare  cf  courage  and  refolution,  as  the  confequence* 
will  foon  make  appear.  He  got  his  living  chiefly  by  ang- 
ling ;  and  at  times  he  bought  fifh  in  the  market  and  re- 
tailed them  again ;  and  as  it  happened,  over  one  of  the 
windows  of*  his  houfe  were  fixed  the  arms  and  name  of 
Charles  V.  of  a  very  ancient  Handing ;  which  at  this  tim© 
was  underftood  to  be  a  myfterious  prefage  of  what  after- 
wards happened  :  and  as  he  would  often  fay  himfelf,  that 
this  angler  and  retailer  of  fifh  mould  reftore  the  city  of 
Naples  to  a  flate  of  liberty,  and  recover  and  eftablifh  the 
charter  of  privileges  granted  to  the  city  by  that  great  and 
invincible  monarch,  whofe  arms  were  fixed  on  his  houfe. 

But,  notwithstanding  all  that  he  himfelf  gave  out,  and 
what  others  pretended  to'  prognofticate,  it  was  the  general 
opinion  of  his  neighbours,  that  the  extent  of  his  monarchy 
would  terminate  in  a  ftrong  room,  with  a  crown  of  ftraw  '- 
and  the  reader  will  eafily  form  an  idea  of  the  figure  he 
made  in  the  world,  when  his  drefs  is  defcribed,  which  was 
fomething  odd:  he  wore  no  fhoes,  and  had  long  linnen 
flops  or  drawers,  which  ferved  for  both  breeches  and 
ftockings ;  upon  his  head  he  had'  generally  a  mariner's 
cap,  and  his  hair  was  cropp'd  fo  fhort  thatfct  did  but  juft 
appear  below  it ;  a  coat  he  defpiied,  and.  his  perpetual 
garment  was  a  bluejacket. 

However  this  Mafaniellq,  from  a  kind  of  natural  crafc, 
obferving  that  murmurs  and  diicontent  prevailed  in  every 
corner  of  the  town,  and  that  the  people  were  ripe  for 
difturbance,  took  this  opportunity  to  publifti  his  defigns, 
Upon  a  day,  (which  was  about  four  days  before  the  holy 
feilival  of  Corpus  Domini)  he  was  going  home  in  a  violent 
paffion  ;  and  it  being  in  his  way  to  pais  by  the  church  of 
Carmine,  where  the  famous  banditto  Perone,  with  two 
more  of  his  companions,  had  fled  for  the  benefit  of  refuge, 
one  of  them  a(ked  him,  what  was  the  matter  that  he  was  fo 
angry,  and  fo  much  out  of  humour  ?  he  replied  in  a  great 
rage,  "  Til  be  bound  to  be  hanged,  if  I  do  not  fee  juf- 
"  tice  done  upon  thefe  villains;  I'll  put  an  end  to  theop- 
"  prejfions  upon  the  people  of  Naples,  or  I'll  loie  my 
"  life."  They  fell  a  laughing,  and  jeer'd  him,  faying, 
u  thou  art  a  rare  fellow  to  fet  up  for  patriot !  thou  pretend 
«'  to  right  the  city !"  Mafaniello  anfwered,  "  you  may 

"  laugh 
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«  laugh,  and  be  as  merry  as  you  pleafe  ;  but  I  fwear  by 
M  the  living  God,  if  I  had  two  or  three  of  my  mettle  that 
€i  would  ftand  by  me,  you  mould  fee  what  work  I'd 
"  make  with  the  rogues.'  They  afked  him,  what  method 
fee  would  take?  "  will  you  join  with  me  fays  he?"  they 
told  him  they  would  with  all  their  hearts ;  they  jhook 
hands  upon  it,  and  having  vowed  to  go  through  with  the 
caufe  they  had  undertaken,  they  parted,  and  Mafaniello 
went  about  his  bufinefs. 

But  he  had  not  been  long  at  hoine  before  he  met  with 
Irefli  provocation  ;  for  fome  of  the  officers  «f  the  cuftoms 
having  accidentally  met  his  wife  in  the  ftreet,  as  fhe  was 
carrying  a  fmall  quantity  of  contraband  flour  in  her  apron, 
they  laid  hqjd  on  her,  and  hauled  her  to  prifon ;  and, 
without  having  the  leaft  regard  to  the  tears  and  intreaties 
of  her  hufbaid,  would  not  let  her  go,  till  he  had  fold  all 
his  goods,  to  pay  a  fine  of  an  hundred  ducats,  which  was 
the  price  they  had  fct  on  her  liberty.  This  barbarous  ex- 
tortion ftruck  fo  deep  into  the  heart  of  this  young  man,  who 
was  naturally  cholerick,  that  he  immediately  meditated 
tipon  the  meatis  of  being  revenged  ;  and  corrfidering  how 
the  people  wire  enraged  by  the  tax  upon  fruit,  he  made 
4ife  of  that  pretence,  and  running  up  and  down  among 
the  fruit-mops  that  were  in  that  quarter,  complained 
loudly  of  the  cruelty  of  the,tax,  and  engaged  them  to  come 
in  a  body  to  the  market-place,  and  there  declare  publick- 
ty  to  the  countr^- -fruiterers,  that  it  was  in  vain  for  them  to 
bring  their  fruit  to  the  market,  for  they  would  not  buy 
cne  bafket  till  the  tax  was  taken  off 

While  this  was  doing  the  tumult  increafed ;  and  the 
noife  of  it  was  carried  to  all  the  ihops  in  the  town  j  and  to, 
fupprefs  tlie  diforder,  Andreas  Anaclerio,  elett  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  was  chofen  that  very  day,  repaired  with  all  hafte 
to  the  market-place,  where  the  fruit  was  expofed  to  fale  ; 
and  rinding  every  thing  in  confufion  and  the  fhop-keepers 
crying  out,  that  they  would  buy  no  taxed  fruit,  he  ufed 
foft  and  mollifying  words,  and  with  much  difficulty  per- 
fuaded  them  to  pay  the  tax  for  that  one  time,  and  it 
fhould  be  exacted  of  them  no  more:  which  at.laftthey 
complied  to  do,  and  fo  the  matter  was  adjufted,  and  the 
people  returned  iome,     Mafaniello  finding  himfelf  difap- 
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pointed,  and  that  nothing  was  to  be  done  there,  ftill  con- 
tinued his  purpofe ;  and  running  about  the  ftreets  to  every 
quarter  of  the  town,  he  cried  out,  no  tax,  no  tax  ;  fome 
laughed,  and  took  him  for  a  madman,  but  his  words  made 
a  deep  impreflion  upon  others,  as  will  appear  by  the  event. 
When  he  came  home  to  his  flail  in  the  market-place;, 
he  luckily  found  a  great  number  of  boys  got  together; 
and  when  he  had  infmuated  himfelf  among  them,  he  made 
his  fpeech,  and  inveigh'd  bitterly  againil  the  cruelty 
of  the  government :  "  Look  ye  here,  fays  he,  my 
"  lads,  how  we  are  ridden,  tax  upon  tax,  thirty  fix 
"  ounces  to  the  loaf  of  bread,  twenty  twA  the  pound  of 
u  cheefe,  fix  granas  for  beef,  fix  granas  "for  pulfe,  nine 
"  granas  for  veal,  two  granas  the  pint  of  wine  :  are  thefex 
M  things  to  be  endured  ?  no,  my  boys ;  *get  my  words 
**  by  heart,  and  found  them  thro1  every  flreet  of  the 
"  city,  but  fay  nothing  againft  the  king  of  Spain ;  cry  on- 
'■'-  ly,  let  God  live,  let  the  lady  of  Carmine  live;  let  the 
**  pope  live,  long  live  the  king  of  Spain,  bullet  our  wick- 
"  ed  government  die,  let  the  curfed  government  die :"  The 
boys  when  they  had  got  their  leffon  perfect,  followed  his 
directions,  and  difperfing  themfelves  in  every  corner,  cried 
along  the  ftreets  as  they  were  taught,  and  had  the  boldnefs 
to  go  to  the  palace,  and  cry  out  under  the  nofe  of  the  vice 
roy  of  the  kingdom  :  and  indeed,  the  complaint  was  in  fomc 
mcafure  juft,  theughthe  method  of  redrefs  was  otherwife, 
for  at  that  time  every  commodity  above-named  bore  th* 
lame  price  that  Mafaniello  fet  upon  it.  This  tumult  of 
children  fet  the  city  in  an  uproar,  and  their  noife  mad* 
different  imprefiions  on  the  people  ;4 fomc-  fell  a -laughing 
at  the  oddnefs  of  the  thing,  but  others  began  to  be  in  pain 
for  the  confequences.  The  boys  were  often^aiked  what 
was  the  matter,  and  who  fet  them  at  work  }  they  anfwer- 
ed  they  were  the  fcholars  of  Mafaniello  the  nfherman  : 
and  when  his  neighbours  jefted  upon  him  about  his  conduct, 
as  a  man  perfectly  diftracted  and  out  of  his  wits,  he  re- 
plied ferioufly,  "  You  may  laugh  at  me  now,  but  you 
"  fhall  foon  fee  what  this  fool  Mafaniello  can  do ;  let  me 
"  alone,  and  give  me  my  way,  and  if  I  don't  fet  yon 
"  free  from  all  your  taxes,  and  all  the  flavery  that  now 
"  grinds  you  to  death,  may  I  be  curfed,  and  called  a 
tf  UMi.  III.  C  villain 
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"  villain  for  ever."  This  frantick  anfwer  confirmed  them 
the  more  that  the  man  was  raving  and  out  of  his  fenfes  ; 
but  Mafaniello  no  way  affected  with  this  treatment,  at- 
tended to  his  bufinefs,  and  immediately  lifted  and  took 
the  names  of  the  boys  that  followed  him ,  about  the  age 
of  fixteen,  feventeen,  and  eighteen,  'till  he  compleated  a 
company  of  five  hundred  ;  but  ftill  numbers  came  in, 
and  he  went  on  enrolling  till  he  made  up  a  regiment  of 
five  thoufand,  all  choice  and  fturdy  lads ;  and  giving  them 
their  ieflbn  againft  the  next  day,  he  difmifs'd  them  for 
that  time,  giving  every  one  of  them  a  weapon  in  their 
hands,  and  appointing  them  to  be  ready  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  he  would  be  their  general,  and  lead  them  on  to 
glory  and  liberty. 

The  devotion  of  the  Neapolitans  to  the  lady  of  Carmine, 
is  fo  great  and  fo  univerfal,  that  they  do  not  only  exprefs 
it  by  the  folemnity  with  which  they  celebrate  the  feftival 
every  year,  on  the  16th  day  of  July,  but  alfo  by  feveral 
publick  rejoicings  and  holy-days  previous  to  it.  Among 
other  things,  it  was  a  cuftom  upon  thefe  days  to  obferve  a 
certain  ceremony,  which  was>  that  a  fort  of  caftle  or 
tower  of  wood  was  ere&ed  in  the  midft  of  the  great  market- 
place, and  a  company  of  boys  ufed  to  defend  it,  whilft 
another  let  of  lads  pelted  and  battered  it  with  Hicks  an.d 
fryit ;  and  this  drew  together  a  great  concourfc  of  peo- 
ple of  the  meaner  fort,  who  were  much  delighted  with 
this  mobbith  diverfion,  which  indeed  feldom  ended  with- 
out quarrelling  and  bloodlhed. 

The  morrow,  being  the  7th  of  July,  came,  and  the 
rafUe  being  then  to  be  ftormed,  according  to  cuftom,  Ma- 
fanieilo failed  not  to  come  to  the  market-place,  with  his 
brigade  after  him.  It  was  about  the  hour  when  the  coun- 
try fruitei  ?rs  ufed  to  bring  their  fruit  to  the  market,  to 
£ay  the  tax  ihat  was  fet  upon  it  ;  and  fuchgreat  quantities 
were  generally  brought,  that  the  officers  had  a  great  deal 
oi"  trouble  in  collecting  the  tax,  and  in  the  hurry  fome  of 
the  bafkets  were  overturned,  and  the  fruit  thrown  into  the 
dirt,  which  ferved  the  boys  to  fcramble  for  ;  and  a  mul- 
titude of  them  always  got  together  for  that  purpofe.  But 
upon  this  day,  the  fruiterers  ibid  not  a  bafoet  of  fruit,  for 
the  eoftermongers  of  the  the  town  had  aflociated  and  re- 
folded 
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folved  not  to  lay  out  a  farthing,  becaufe  they  would  not 
encourage  the  tax  ;  and  declared  they  would  not  buy  an 
apple  till  the  tax  was  abolifhed.  The  countrymen  having 
no  market  for  their  goods,  were  enraged,  and  fell  upon 
the  fhop-keepers  that  were  near  them  with  cudgels ;  and 
a  very  fharp  encounter  there  was,  for  they  fought  it  out 
ftoutly  on  both  fides :  befides,  the  citizens  wanted  to  be 
fupplied .  with  fruit,  as  ufual,  and  there  being  none  but 
forry  dale  fluff,  that  was  brought-  the  day  before,  they 
grew  uneafy  and  tumultuous,  and  the  whole  city  was  in  a 
heat  and  confufion.  The  account  of  thefe  diforders  was 
carried  to  Zufia  Grafliero,  regent  of  the  city,  who  imme- 
diately gave  orders  to  Anaclerio,  the  elect  of  the  people, 
to  take  a  proper  qourfe  with  the  rioters,  and  put  an  end 
to  the  commotions :  he  came  directly  to  the  market- 
place with  fome  attendants  about  him,  and  having  ufed 
all  the  arts  of  threatening  and  perflation  to  little  purpofe, 
for  the  tumult  ran  high,  and  the  two  parties  were  fiercely 
engaged  J  he  at  laft  interceded  for  a  fhort  ceffation  of 
arms,  which  was  granted,  and  each  party  giving  an  ac- 
count of  their  caie,  he  determined  in  favour  of  the  towns- 
men, and  calling  the  country  fruiterers  foreigners  and 
encroachers,  (molt  of  them  being  of  the  city  of  Fuzzuolo) 
he  rebuked  them  feverely  for  the  Difturbances  they  had 
made,  and  declared,  that  if  they  came  there  again  and 
broke  the  peace,  he  would  have  them  baftinado'd  to  the 
purpofe,  and  condemned  to  the  gallies. 

Among  the  countrymen  of  Fuzzuolo,  there  was  a  noify 
fellow,  a  near  kinfman  of  Mafaniello's,  who  was  deeply 
concerned  in  the  riot ;  for  the  matter,  it  feems,  was  con- 
certed before,  between  him  and  Mafaniello,  and  he  aded 
up. to  his  inflruttions ;  he  not  only  fet  the  country  and 
town  together  by  the  ears,  but  finding  that  fruit  bore  a 
ycry  low  price,  and  after  he  hacf  payed  the  tax  and  car- 
riage, there  would  remain  but  a  trifle  for  himfelf,  he  af- 
fected to  be  in  a  violent  pafhon,  and  kicking  down  with 
his  foot  two  bafkets  of  fruit,  ^e  bawled  out,  ««  God 
"  gives  us  plenty,  and  our  eurfed  governors  gives  us  fa- 
?  mine:  let  the  fruit  rot  and  pcrifh,  it  is  not  uorth  pick- 
"  w&  UP>  let  them  take  it  chit  wiU,"  Mafanieflf)  tfood 
ready,  watching,  the  opportunity  wkt  hi.-bovs,  who  fell 
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a  fcrambling  for  the  fruit  j  and  every  thing  falling  out  as 
he  expected,  he  ran  in  among  the  mob,  and:  tried  out, 
without  tax,  without  tax :  Anaclerio  furprized  at  this 
infolence  that  was  acled  before  his  face,  threatned  to  have 
him  whipt,  and  then  fent  to  the  gallies :  upon  which,  the 
fruiterers,  and  the  people  that  were  there,  pelted  him  with 
figgs  and  apples,  and  other  fruit,  till  his  face  was  fwelled, 
and  his  eyes  almofl  out  of  his  head :  but  Mafaniello  not 
yet  fatisfied,  took  up  a  Hone  as  big  as  he  could  well  ma- 
nage, and  throwing  it  at  Anaclerio,  hit  him  full  in  the  * 
breafl.  His  militia  of  boys  followed  the  example  of  their 
leader,  and  fell  upon  the  elect  with  Hones  ;  who  with  great 
difficulty  breaking  his  way  in  a  coach  through  the  crowd, 
drove  to  the  church  of  Carmine,  where  he  found  a 
ielucca,  and  got  fafe  to  the  palace,  otherwife  he  had  cer- 
tainly been  tore  to  pieces,  or  Honed  to  death  by  the 
boys. 

Upon  this  fuccefs,  and  encouraged  by  thefe  hopeful 
beginnings,  the  rabble  flocked  together  in  great  numbers, 
as  well  in  the  market-place  as  in  other  quarters  of  the 
city  :  they  now  talked  loudly,  and  without  referve,  of  the 
oppreflions  they  endured ;  protecting  and  publifhing  in 
every  Greet,  that  they  would  be  no  more  beafts  of  bur- 
den to  be  rid  by  domineering  governors,  who  fucked 
their  very  blood  :  and  for  taxes  they  would  never  pay  a 
farthing  more.  But  ftill  they  pretended  to  be  mighty 
loyal,  for  the  general  cry  was,  "  long  live  the  king  of 
"  Spain,  but  let  the  curfed  government  die."  The  fury 
and  violence  of  the  populace  ftill  encreafmg,  Mafaniello 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  them :  he  was  followed  by  an 
infinite  number  of  boys,  and  all  forts  of  loofe  people ; 
fome  were  armed  with  fticks,  others  with  pikes  and  ja- 
velins, and  what  came  firft  to  hand,  all  wtich  they  had 
plundered  out  of  the  tower  of  Carmine  :  and  thus  fur- 
rounded  with  his  ragged  regiments,  he  leaped  on  the 
higheft  table  among  the  fruiterers,  and  demanding  filence 
he  made  this  harangue :  "  Rejoice,  my  dear  companions 
•'  and  countrymen :  give  God  thanks,  and  the  moft  gra- 
*'  cious  virgin  of  Carmine,  that  the  hour  of  our  redemp- 
"  tion,  and  the  time  of  our  deliverance  draweth  near: 
tc  this  poor  fiiherman,  bare-footed  as  toe  ls9  {ball,  as  ano-. 

<!  star 
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u  ther  Mofes,  who  delivered  the  Ifraelites  from  the  cruel 
"  rod  of  Pharaoh  the  Egyptian  king,  free  you  from  all 
"  taxes  and  impofitions  that  were  ever  laid  upon  you.  It 
.*'  was  a  filherman,  I  mean  St.  Peter,  who  reduced  the 
•«  city  of  Rome  from  the  flavery  of  the  devil  to  the  - 
*'  liberty  of  Chrift ;  and  the  whole  world  followed  that 
"  deliverance,  and  obtained  their  freedom  from  the  fame 
*'  bondage  :  now  another  filherman,  one  Mafaniello,  I 
•*  am  the  man,  ihall  releafe  the  city  of  Naples,  and 
*'  with  it  a  whole  kingdom,  from  the  cruel  yoke  of 
*'  tolls  and  taxes.  Shake  off,  therefore,  from  this  mo- 
"  mer*  the  yoke ;  be  free,  if  you  have  but  courage^ 
*'  from  thole  intollerable  opprelfions,  under  which  you 
"  have  hitherto  groaned.  To  bring  this  glorious  end 
"  about,  for  myfelf,  I  don't  value  if  I  am  torn  to  pieces, 
*'  and  dragged  up  and  down  the  city  of  Naples  through 
".  all  the  kennels  and  gutters  that  belong  to  it.  Let  all 
"  the  blood  in  my  body  fpin  chearfully  out  of  thefe 
"  veins ;  let  this  head  dance  from  thefe  moulders  by  the 
u  fatal  fleel,  and  be  perched  up  over  this  market-place 
"  upon  a  pole  to  be  gazed  at,  yet  I  lhall  die  contented 
Xi  and  glorious;  it  will  be  triumph  and  honour  fufficient 
"  for  me,  to  think  that  my  blood  and  life  were  fecrificed 
•'  in  lb  worthy  a  caufe,  and  that  I  became  the  Saviowf 
"  of  my  country." 

This  marvellous  piece  of  oratory  was  received  by  the 
people  with  univerfal  applaufe  as  it  dropped  from  his, 
mouth ;  they  declared,  they  were  ready  to  follow  where- 
everhe  would  lead  them;  they  were  mad  to  be  put  upoa 
a&ion ;  and  as  a  teftimony  of  their  good  affe&ion  to  the 
caufe,  they  immediately  threw  a  lighted  tor«h  into  the 
houfe  that  joined  to  the  toll-houle  for  fruit,  and  they 
were  both  in  a  few  moments  confumed  to  the  ground, 
with  all  the  books  of  accounts  that  belonged  to  the  tax, 
and  many  commodities  that  belonged  to  the  farmers  of  the 
cufloms,  that  were  there  laid  up. 

This  a&ion  alarmed  the  whole  city,  the  mob  increafed 
.  in  every  ftreet,  the  citizens  lhut  up  their  fhops,  for  fear  of 
being  plundered  j  and  many  of  them  joined  in  the  riot, 
that  they  might  have  a  ihare  of  the  fpoil.  All  things 
fverc  in  tb?  utmoft  confufion ;  the  people  divided  them* 

felvcs 
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felves  into  feveral  companies,  and  bent  their  courfe  to  fe- 
deral quarter  s  where  the  tax  houfes  lay  ;  thefe  they  attack- 
ed :  the  toll-houfes  of  fruit,  of  corn,  fiefli,  fifh,  fait,  wine, 
oil,  cheefe,  filk,  of  every  thing  that  was  either  to  be  eaten 
or  worn,  were  broke  open,  not  one  of  them  was  fpared ; 
they  took  out  of  them  all  the  books  of  accounts  and 
entries  that  belonged  to  the  feveral  taxes,  and  all  the 
furniture,  as  well  of  the  farmers  as  others,  and  every 
thing  that  was  pledg'd  or  otherwife ;  as  fine  hangings, 
chairs,  arms,  great  quantities  of  money,  with  other  valuable 
and  rich  moveables,  forms,  tables,  ftbols,  all  was  thrown 
into  a  great  fire  made  of  ftraw  for  that  purpofe,  and 
confum'd  to  afhes  in  the  ftreets.  There  is  one  thing  re- 
markable, that  in  this  general '  confufion,  there  was  one 
drift  point  of  orders  obferv'd,  that  in  rifling  thofe  houfes 
.of  the  belt  of  furniture,  and  great  fums  of  money,  no  man 
tlared  to  lay  his  hand  upon  any  thing  for  his  own  ufe, 
but  all  was  dedicated  to  the  fire,  and  deftroy'd  utterly  ; 
becaufe,  they  faid,  "  the  wealth  and  furniture  of  the  rkh, 
•*  was  gotten  by  fqueezing  the  poor ;  and  therefore  it 
*'  was  the  heart's  blood  of  the  people,  and  not  to  be  fpar- 
"  ed  upon  any  account,  or  for  any  purpofe  whatfoever. 

The  mob  all  this  while  grew  confident  and  audacious, 
having  met  with  no  oppofition,  they  increafed  every  hour, 
end  ioon  made  up  the  number  of  i  oooo ':  depending  upon 
their  flrength,  tney  boldly  advanced  towards  the  palace 
of  the  viceroy,  many  of  them  infolently  carrying  loaves 
of  bread  upon  the  top  of  their  pikes,  to  fignify  the  dear- 
nefs  of  bread,  upon  account  of  the  tax  laid  upon  corn,  a 
loaf  not  weighing  above  22  ounces ;  the  cry  ltill  con- 
tinuing, but  with  greater  vehemence,  "  Long-live  the  king 
w  of  Spain;  and  let  the  curfed  government  perifh." 

The  poffe  of  boys,  confiding  of  about  5000,  marched 
in  the  van  with  Maianiello  at  the  head  of  them,  and  to 
make  the  cavalcade  the  more  affecting,  every  one  tied  to 
the  top  of  his  cane  a  fort  of  flag  of  black  cloth ;  and 
walking  folemnly  and  dolefully  along,  they  cried  out  ia 

a    moft  lamentable   tone, "  Have  companion  upoa 

w  thofe  poor  fouls  fuffering  in  purgatory,  who  being  un- 
«  able  any  longer  to  endure  the  barbarous  exactions,  and 
5  the  infupponable  weight  of  fo  many  grievances,    are 

"  «otf. 
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11  contriving  to  eafe  and  redrefs  themfelves :  O  dear  Fro- 
•'  thers,  join  with  us  in  this  good  defign  !  O  dear  fitters, 
N  lend  us  your  afliftance,  to  promote  fo  jult,  fo  necelTary* 
"  an   undertaking,    and   fo  profitable  for   the    public^ 
"  good!"  This  pitiful  complaint  they   whined  as  they 
went  through  the  ftreets,  till  coming  to  the  prifon  of  St, 
James,  they  violently  broke  in,  and  fetting  the  prisoners  at 
iiberty,  they  took  them  into  prefent  fervice.  and  protection. 
Being  come  to  the  palace,  and  placing  themfelves  un- 
der the  window  of  the  viceroy,  they  began  to  be  rude  and 
noify,  "and  demanded  pofitively,  to  be  freed  not  only  front 
the  tax  upon  fruit,  but  from  all  other  taxes  whatever  ; 
efpecially  that  laid  upon  corn.     The  viceroy,   furprized 
with  this  attempt,  (hewed  himfelf  in  the  balcony,  and  cora- 
jUed  with  them  fo  far  as  to  abolifh  wholly  the  tax  upoa 
fruit,  and  part  of  the  corn  tax  alio:  but  this  indulgence 
rather  imaged  than  pacified  the  people :  the/  cried  out, 
they  would  not  be  relieved  by  halves,  but  the  whole  fhould 
be  taken  off;  bawling  out  {till,  "  Long  live  the  king  of 
-n  Spain,    but  curfed  be  thq  government."     Then  they 
preffed  hard  upon  the  palace-gate,  which  they  forced  in 
defiance  of  the  German  and  Spanifh  guards :  and  a  party 
of  them  attempting  to  go  up  flairs  to  Tpeak  with  the  vice- 
roy himfelf,  and  give  him  a  more  particular  account  of 
their  grievances,  his  excellency  lent  pofitive  orders  to  Uuj 
guard  not  to  oppofe  them,  but  iufFer  them  to  come  up. 
But  in  the  hurry  and  confufion,  that  order  was  not  obeyed, 
becaufe  it  could  with  difficulty  be  freard ;  and  the  foldiers 
thought  to  make  good  their  po#  againft  the  people.     Bs£ 
all  refiftance  was  vain ;  for  the  mob  forced  all  opporition  ; 
and  with  fcarce  any  thing  in  their  hands   buttcanes  ani 
clubs,  (a  thing  almoft  incredible)  and  with  violent  outcries, 
they  rufhed  in,  and  imperioufly  demanded  audience  of  tha 
viceroy  :  but  he  was  feafonably  got  out  of  the  way.  They 
ufed  the  Spanilh  and  German  guards  with  great  infolenc* 
and  contempt,  and  preiled  upon  them  fo  hard,  that  they 
were  afraid  of  their  lives  ;  and  to  fecure  themfelves,  they 
abandoned  their  poits,  took  to  their  heels,,  and  made  the 
beft  of  their  way  to  their  quarters 

The^alace  on  the  outride  was  now  without   guard  or 
defence  :   the  gate  was  open,   aud  the  people   entered. 


24         ne  RISE  and  FALL  of 

The  door  of  the  great  hall  they  found  fhut,  but  they  foon 
broke  it  open  without  difficulty :  but  attempting  to  enter 
the  chamber  of  audience,  they  found  there  a  ftrong  guard 
of  Dutch  halberdeers,  and  a  party  of  Spaniards,  who 
made  all  poffible  refiflance  :  but  the  torrent  was  not  to  be 
flopped :  the  weight  of  the  people  bore  down  all :  they 
feized  the  guard,  and  made  them  deliver  their  halberds, 
and  other  weapons ;  fo  that  the  coaft  being  cleared,  they 
abated  of  their  violence,  and  examined  leifurely  one  room 
after  another  'till  they  came  to  the  very  laft  apartment  in 
the  palace,  in  which  th^y  found  a  clofet,  the  door  whereof 
was  ftrongly  fecured  by  large  iron  bolts ;  this  gave  them 
juft  reafons  to  fufpecl  that  the  viceroy  had  fecreted  him- 
felf  therein,  upon  which  they  immediately  fell  to  work  with 
the  halberds  they  had  taken  from  the  viceroy's  guard, 
and  whatever  elfe  they  could  lay  hold  of,  and  beat  the 
door  to  pieces ;  but  by  the  timely  interpofition  of  fome 
gentlemen,  tho'  it  was  with  great  difficulty,  the  viceroy 
was  permitted  to  efcape  with  his  life. 

Hoewever,  notwithstanding  they  had  for  the  prcfent 
warded  off  the  fatal  blow,  as  they  found  Mafaniello's 
party  could  not  be  long  appeafed,  it  was  judged  necefiary 
to  learch  for  fome  place  of  greater  fafety  ;  therefore 
the  viceroy  and  a  few  gentlemen  who  were  along  with 
him  refolvcd  to  fly  into  the  caftle,  where  the  dutchefs 
ofAfcos,  with  her  children  and  feveral  ladies  of  diftinc- 
tion,  had  juft  before  retired ;  but  no  fooner  was  this  re- 
folution  taken,  than  advice  was  received  that  the  ladies 
had  got  the  draw-bridge  taken  up,  whereby  their  defigns 
were  fruftrated ;  hereupon  the  viceroy  determined  to  take 
fhelter  in  a  neighbouring  church,  which  was  dedicated  to 
St.  Lewis,  where  there  was  a  friery  of  St.  Krancifco  de 
Paola ;  but  in  the  firft  place  he  took  an  opportunity  of 
looking  out  at  a  window,  where  he  could  be  feen  by 
the  malecontents,  who  were  at  that  time  alTemblcd  in 
great  numbers  about  the  palace,  and  told  them  that  he 
was  willing  to  redrefs  all  their  grievances;  and  as  a  teiti- 
mony  of  his  fincere  intentions  fo  to  do,  he  dHperfed 
decrees  for  that  purpofe,figncd  with  his  own  hand,  to  which 
was  alfo  affixed  the  great  fignet ;  whereby  the  tax  upon 
fruit  was  entirely  taken  oft,  and  great  part  of  that  upon 

corn : 
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corn :  but  this  propofal  was  rejected  by  the  people  witru 
indignation  ;  who  raifed  a  violent  outcry,  and  making 
figns  to  him  at  the  window,  infilled  that  he  mould  come 
down,  and  treat  perfonally  with  them.  The  viceroy  be- 
ing afraid  left  they  fhould  fire  the  houfe  about  his  ears,  re- 
folved  to  come  down,  and  if  poffible,  get  into  the  church 
©f  St.  Lewis,  before  the  mob  knew  any  thing  of  his 
defign. 

In  the  mean  time,  that  party  of  the  rabble  that  got  in- 
to the  palace,  refolved  to  llrip  and  gut  every  room  of  it, 
and  accordingly  <hey  tore  down  the  tapeflry  and  the  glaf- 
fes,  and  running  from  one  room  to  another  with  great 
fury,  carried  off  all  the  tables,  chairs,  fkreens,  and  other 
moveables  of  value  ;  and  throwing  them  out  into  the  yard, 
they  laid  them  in  a  heap,  and  fet  them  on  fire,  and  fcj 
burnt  them  to  ames.  But  yet  (which  was  fomewhat  re- 
markable in  the  heighth  of  fuch  popular  diffraction)  they 
did  not  fo  much  as  attempt  to  enter  the  appartment  of  his 
eminence  the  cardinal  Trivulcio,  who  lived  in  that  palace* 
and  was  at  home  at  the  fame  time,  under  the  greateft  ap- 
prehensions of  being  mob'd  to  death. 

The  viceroy  defigned  to  come  down,  in  order  to  &$ 
efcape  ;  and  for  that  purpofe  had  a  coach  with  two 
hories  ready  at  a  place  appointed,  to  carry  him  off.  St. 
Lewis's  church  was  at  no  great  diftance,  and  therefore  he 
apprehended  no  great  difficulty  in  the  defign  :  but  he  had. 
no  fooner  ftepp'd  into  the  coach,  but  fome  of  the  mob 
fpied  him,  and  flopped  him.  He  began  now  to  appre- 
hend his  life  in  danger  j  especially  when  the  people  forced 
open  the  coach  doors,  and  prefenting  two  naked  fwords 
to  his  breaft,  they  threatened  him  with>  inftant  death,  un- 
kfs  he  would  take  off  the  taxes.  He  promifed  them,  we 
may  be  fure,  under  that  diftrefs,  and  perfuaded  them  mild- 
ly to  lay  down  their  arms  and  return  home  :  but  this  gave 
them  no  manner  of  fatisfa&ion :  they  would  hearken  to 
nothing,  unlefs  he  would  come  out  of  the  coach  and  treat 
with  them  openly  ;  and  then  perhaps  fomewhat  might  be 
done  towards  quieting  the  troubles.  His  excellency  wat 
forced  to  comply,  and  then  the  mob  began  to  ufe#him  ci- 
villy, and  with  fome  rel'peft.  Some  of  them  with  great 
zeal  and  fubmiflion  kiffed  his  hands ;    and  others  upon} 

tftwi.1V,  D  their} 
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their  knees  intreated  him,  "  Moft  excellent  fir,  for  t&c 
"  love  and  paflion  of  God,  dimurden  us  of  thefe  heavy 
"  taxes,  which  prey  upon  our  very  heart's  blood  ;  let  us 
"  have  no  more  flavery;  let  us  breath."  The  viceroy 
dnfwered  with  all  imaginable  condefcenfion,  and  gave  them 
his  word  that  all  taxes  mould  ceafe  from  that  moment. 
But  tho'  he  was  outwardly  treated  with  tolerable  regard, 
and  m  fome  fort  fuitably  to  his  character  ;  yet  he  did  not 
think  himfelf  fafe,  fo  long  as  he  was  furrounded  with  fuch 
a  confufed  and  diforderly  multitude  :  therefore,  to  divert 
the  people,  he  threw  among  them  fome  hundred  fequins 
of  golcf,  which  he  had  provided  for  that  purpofe,  in  cafe 
of  neceflity.  This  project  had  the  defigned  effecl :  for 
tho'  many  of  them  would  not  be  blinded  by  the  bait,  and 
cried  out,  that  they  did  not  want  to  be  relieved  by  fcattex- 
ing  his  money  among  them,  but  to  be  freed  from  the  op- 
preffion  of  taxes ;  yet,  while  the  greateft  part  of  them 
were  fcrambling  for  the  gold,,  his  excellency  got  into  his 
coach,  which  conveyed  him  fafe  to  the  fan&uary  of  St. 
Lewis.  And  he  was  no  fooner  got  in  but  he  immediately 
commanded  all  the  doors  of  the  church  to  be  fhut,  as  well 
as  of  the  monaftery  that  belonged  to  it. 

The  people  that  were  bufy  about  the  money,  at  length 
■Perceiving  that  the  viceroy  had  flipped  out  of  their  hand^ , 
were  perfectly  outragious,  and  refolved  inftantly  to  pull 
Sown  the  monaftery.  They  went  thither  in  a  body,  and 
meeting  with  no  oppofition,  they  battered  down  the  firft 
£re$ gate,  and  defigned  to  ferve  the  reft  in  the  fame  man- 
ner •  Memanding  violently  to  be  releafed  from  the  taxes  j 
fcnd  iriftiting,  that  his  excellency  mould  deliver  to  them  an 
inftrument  in  writing  under  his  hand  and  leal,  that  he  would 
ftbolim  their  tr.xes,  and  confirm  their  privileges  to  them  and 
their  pofterity.  The  mob  went  on  with  their  work  in  pul- 
ling down  the  gates :  and  left  the  monaftery  mould  be 
pulled  dowri  too,  the  viceroy  confidered  how  he  mould  put 
It  Hop  to  their  outrages ;  the  doing  of  which  would  be 
difficult,  their  numbers  increafing  every  moment.  At 
length  he  thought  it  prudence  to  open  the  window,  and 
Cp£ak  to  them,  \Vhich  he  did ;  perfuading  them  to  give 
*)\  cr  fuch  violent  methods,  to  difperfe  and  go  home,  af- 
foring  them,  that  there  mould  be  no  m©  :e  taxes,  but  every 

thing 
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thing  complied  with  to  their  fatisfaction.  Neverthelefs, 
the  people  being  jealous  they  fhould  be  deluded,  they  toolc 
no  manner  of  notice  of  the  promifes  of.  the  viceroy,  but 
continued  to  batter  and  pull  down  another  gate,  which 
was  foon  done  j  and  fo  without  more  obftruttion,  they 
immediately  entered  the  monaftery. 

Things  being  in  this  agitation,  his  eminence  cardinal 
Filomarino,  archbifhop  of  Naples,  ufed  all  poflible  endea- 
vours to  appeafe  the  populace.  This  moil  reverend  pre- 
late was  always  zealous  and  attive  in  his  paftoral  charge, 
and  devoted  all  his  labours  to  the  fervice  of  God  and  the 
good  of  his  church  :  he  was  fenfible  what  calamities  ufual- 
\y  attend  fuch  diforders,  and  that  civil  difcord  and  fedi- 
tion  among  the  people,  had  contributed  more  to  the  ruin 
and  defolation  of  cities  and  kingdoms,  than  all  the  itrata- 
gems  and  hoftile  attempts  of  foreign  and  profefled  ene- 
mies. And  therefore,  to  prevent  the  mifeiies  of  fire  and 
fword  that  mull  neceffarily  enfue,  he  went  in  his  coach  to 
the  monaftery,  and  applied  himfelf  with  great  courtefy  and 
condefcention  to  the  mob,  intreating  them,  that  they  would 
defift  from  fuch  violent  and  unjuflifiable  methods,  and  fub- 
mit  to  have  their  grievances  redrefled  in  a  legal  way. 
They  anfwered,  but  refpe&fully  enough,  that  they  could 
not  be  fatisfied  till  the  viceroy  had  delivered  to  them  the 
inftrument  they  had  demanded,  which  was  to  confirm  a 
releafe  of  all  the  taxes,  efpecially  thofe  laid  upon  corn  and 
fruit.  His  eminence  replied,  that  he  would  be  an  advo- 
cate for  them,  and  endeavour  to  obtain  it  :  and  fo  going 
out  of  his  coach,  he  went  in  perfon  thrpugh  the  thickeit 
of  the  people,  who  made  way  for  him,  till  he  came  to 
another  gate  that  was  in  immediate  danger  of  being  pul- 
led down  by  the  mob.  But  as  foon  as  they  faw  the 
archbifhop,  the  heat  of  their  rage  was  a  little  abated  i  for 
they  profefled  the  utmoft  reverence  and  veneration  for 
him  :  however,  they  infilled  upon  a  redrefs  of  their  griev- 
ances, and  that  the  taxes  might  be  abolifhed.  The  arch- 
bifhop promifed  to  ufe  his  interefl,  and  engaged  to  bring 
them  the  inftrument  figned  and  fealed  in  th$  manner  they 
dciired.  But  confidering,  that  if  he  left  the  People,  and 
waited  in  perfon  upon  the  viceroy,  they  might  return  to 
their  former  fury  and  diilraclion  ;  he  thought  it  more  pru- 
I)  z  denial 
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dcntial  to  fend  a  meflenger  to  his  excellency,  with  an 
excufe  that  he  did  not  come  himfelf ;  and  defiring,  that  he 
would  Tend  the  inftrument  confirmed  as  it  mould  be,  with 
all  poflible  difpatch!  The  charter  was  foon  drawn  up, 
figned,  fealed,  and  fent  to  the  archbifhop,  with  a  defire  at 
the  fame  time,  that  he  would  deliver  it  with  his  own 
hands  to  the  people.  He  immediately  ftepped  into  his 
coach,  and  holding  the  written  inftrument  in  his  hand 
vifibly,  that  every  one  might  fee  it,  he  drove  away 
without  oppofition,  drawing  the  whole  body  of  the  mob 
after  him  all  along  Toledo-ftreet ;  every  one  prefling  to- 
wards the  coach  to  be  fatisfied  what  it  contained.  The 
ceach  flopped  in  a  convenient  place,  and  the  archbifliop 
read  out  the  charter  to  the  people  ;  which  was  no  fooner 
done,  but  they  cried  out  one  and  all,  ««  that  they  were 
*'  cheated  and  impofed  upon ;  for,  that  inftrument  figni- 
"  fied  no  more,  than  that  the  tax  upon  fruit,  and  feven 
u  carlines  upon  wheat  were  taken  off:"  but  they  infilled, 
"  that  moft,  if  not  all  of  the  other  taxes  mould  be  aboliflied; 
*'  efpecially  thofe  that  were  impofed  fince  Charles  V  " 
The  archbifhop  perceiving  that  no  healing  meafures 
would  be  heard  while  the  mob  continued  in  that  fer- 
ment, delivered  the  inftrument  to  the  head  of  the  people, 
who  was  appointed  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  then  retired  to 
his  palace  without  oppofition. 

The  mob  who  followed  the  cardinal,  finding  they  were 
cheated,  hafted  away  to  the  great  market-place,  where  a 
great  multitude  of  their  comrades  were  got  together  ; 
and,  having  given  an  account  of  the  inftrument,  they  came 
to  arefolution,  lt  that  it  was  but  fatisfaction  in  part ;  that 
"  their  grievances  were  ftill  unredrefled ;  and  therefore  it 
•'  was  neceflary  for  the  common  defence  of  the  faithful 
u  people  of  Naples,  (for  this  was  the  title  by  which  they 
"  diftinguifhed  themfelves)  to  form  themfelves  into  regular 
*«  bodie?  i  and  to  lift  a  fufficient  number  of  men,  to  afliil 
**  them  in  recovering  their  rights,  and  procuring  them  ;v 
rt  total  difcharge  from  taxes."  Then  they  broke  up  ; 
vnd  a  party  of  them,  confining  of  thoufands  of  men  and 
hoys,  marched  dire&ly  to  the  palace ;  and  another  com- 
pany took  their  way  toward?  the  monaftery  of  St.  Lewis, 
and  refolved  to  force  open  the  gates  which  by  this  time 
**  were 
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were  fortified  againft  them.  The  firft  attack  they  made 
was  upon  that  Part  of  the  monaftery  where  many  lords 
and  ladies,  and  perfons  of  the  firft  quality  had  taken  fhel- 
ter :  but  they  were  vigorously  repulfed  by  the  Spanifli 
guards ;  and  particularly,  a  captain  laid  about  him  furi- 
oufly  with  his  fword,  and  the  foldiers  fired  upon  them  with 
their  mufkets ;  which  did  execution  among  the  rabble, 
many  of  whom  were  dead  upon  the  fpot.  During  this 
encounter,  the  ladies  took  the  opportunity  to  retire,  and  to 
fecure  themfclves  in  the  friars  cells ;  and  the  viceroy,  by 
the  afiiftance  of  the  abbot  of  the  convent,  found  an  op- 
portunity to  fcale  the  walls,  and  got  fafely  to  the  mona- 
ftery of  Jefuits ;  from  whence  he  was  foon  removed  by 
fome  of  his  Spaniards,  who  carried  him  in  an  old  fedaiu 
and  lodged  him  in  the  cartle  of  St.  Elmo. 

It  was  foori  rumoured  abroad,  that  the  viceroy  had 
made  his  efcape  out  of  the  monaftery,  which  put  a  ftop 
to  any  further  outrage  upon  that  place  :  for,  the  rabble 
drew  orT  together,  and  marched  directly  to  the  palace, 
which  they  refolved  to  pofiefs  themfelves  of  by  difarming 
the  Spaniards  that  kept  the  guard  :  but  they  compounded, 
by  delivering  to  the  rabble  their  drums  and  half-pikes ;  and 
their  fwords  and  mufkets  they  were  allowed  to  keep.  In 
this  diftra&ion  they  left  the  palace,  and  difperfed  them- 
felves to  all  quarters  of  the  city,  where  any  of  the  Spanifh 
guards  were  let ;  whom  they  immediately  attacked,  and 
took  away  their  arms.  Then  they  marched  into  the 
fuburb  of  Chiagia,  to  the  palace  of  don  Tiberio  de  Ga- 
raffa,  prince  of  Bifignano,  who  was  field-matter,  and  co- 
lonel-general of  the  battalion  of  Naples.  This  nobleman, 
by  his  affability  and  good  qualities,  had  recompnended 
himfelf  to  the  affc&ion  of  the  people,  who  perfectly 
adored  him,  and  in  this  exigency  depended  much  upon 
his  protection  and  advice.  They  addrened  him  wim 
great  refpect  and  fubmiflion,  and  intreated  him  "  to  K; 
♦'  their  defender,  and  intercede  for  them  with  the  vicejov. 
u  that  the  cruel  oppreffion  of  the  taxes  might  be  taken  oH". 
"  and  their  privileges  be  confirmed  to  them,  as  they  were 
.  •'  eftablifhed  by  Charles  V." 

But  before  the  prince  of  Bifignano  could  fend   his  art- 
fever  tQ  the  people,  a  great  number  of  men  rati  furjftuiW 
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to  the  toll-houfe,  where  they  exacted  the  tax  upon  fruit 
at  Chiagia,  and  immediately  fet  hit--  to  the  houfe,  and 
burnt  it  down  to  the  ground,  with  all  the  books  of  ac- 
counts and  entries,  furniture  and  goods  that  were  in  it. 
The  mob  ftill  increafed  by  continual  fupplies  :  the  fuburbs 
were  filled  with  the  confufed  multitude  of  people  :  and 
the  heads  of  them  obferving  their  numbers,  divided  them 
into  twe  fquadrons,  or  rather  into  two  armies.  By  this 
time,  the  prince  of  Bifignano  came  out  among  them  on 
horfeback.  A  company  of  the  letter  boys  drew  up  in  a 
circle  about  him,  and  cried,  "  no  impofitions,  no  taxes.** 
He  defired  them  "  to  obferve  fome  order,  and  not  ruin 
««  themfclves  and  the  city  of  Naples  by  fuch  violent  pro- 
"  ceedings ;  for  nothing  could  be  done  in  fuch  heat  and 
"  diftra&ion  :  and,  as  for  the  taxes,  he  promifed  t!. 
"  mould  foon  be  taken  off."  But  the  people,  not  at  all 
fatisfied,  kept  up  the  cry,  and  conducling  the  prince  by 
the  palace  and  the  caftle,  and  the  molt  popular  itreets  of 
the  city,  they  brought  him  at  laft  to  the  great  market- 
place. Here  were  got  together  above  50,000  of  the 
rabble,  all  uniting  in  a  general  outcry,  '•  down  with  the 
**  taxes,  down  with  the  taxes. "  The  prince  was  aftoniih- 
ed  at  the  fury  of  the  multitude,  and  concluded  it  impof- 
fible  to  appeafe  them;  he  fpoke  to  them  in  the  moff 
obliging  terms,  and  affured  them  of  his  inclinations  to  fcrve 
them  :  but  all  to  no  purpofe,  till  at  lail  he  confidercd  that 
religion  might  poflibly  make  impreflion  upon  their  minds  ; 
and  the  church  of  the  lady  of  Carmine  being  convenient- 
ly at  hand,  he  led  them  thither;  and  placing  himfelf  upon 
an  eminence,  from  whence  he  might  be  heard,  with  a 
crucifix  in  his  hands,  he  intreated  them  in  the  moft  folemn 
manner :  he  prayed,  exhorted  and  conjured  them,  "  by 
«'  the  paflion  and  love  of  God,  and  for  the  fake  of  the 
"  bleffed  virgin  his  patronefs,  that  they  would  give  over 
*'  their  rage,  and  fuffer  their  affairs  to  be  fettled  in  a  regu- 
*'  lar  way  :"  he  promifed  them,  and  gave  his  oath  for  it, 
«'  that  he  would  intercede  for  them  to  the  viceroy,  and 
■f  obtain  a  redrefs  of  their  grievances  to  their  full  fati^ 
«'  faction."  But  the  people,  ever  jealous  of  their  privi- 
leges, Cried  out,  "  that  words  and  promifes  were  but 
**  wind  ;  and  that  they  would  never  difperft,  and  let  the 

"  power- 
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"  power  flip  out  of  their  hands,  till  the  taxes  were  abo- 
"  liflied,  and  they  were  eftablilhed  in  their  liberties.'" 
The  prince  perceiving  their  fury  was  not  to  be  oppofed, 
led  them  out  of  church  again  into  the  market-place  ;  and 
continued  with  them,  hoping  fhat  an  opportunity  mi^ht 
offer  when  they  would  hearken  to  reafon :  and  he  often 
applied  to  them  for  that  purpofe,  and  allured  them,  "  that 
"  he  would  make  their  caufe  his  own,  which  he  would 
*'  never  give  up,  till  the  peace  and  privileges  of  the  city 
"  were  fettled  upon  the  foot  they  defired."  But  though 
they  behaved  to  him  with  outward  refpect  ;  yet  they  were 
in  too  great  a  ferment,  to  fubiide  and  grow  cool  by  per- 
fuafions  only. 

The  multitude  encreafed  every  moment ;  and  freih  re- 
cruits flocked  in  from  all  corners  of  the  city.     This  ad- 
ditional ftrength  made  them  more  outragious ;   and  fo  they 
marched  in  a  great  body,  to  the  priions  of  Santa  Maria 
d'Agnone,  and  of  Santa  Archangels  ;  which  they  refolved 
to  force  and  break  open.    The  keepers,  aiuited  by  a  com- 
pany of  guards,  attempted  to  refill ;  but  they  were  foon 
bore  down,  and  with  much  ado  got  off  with  their  lives. 
The  gates  flew  open,  which  they  immediately  unhinged, 
and  threw  into  the  ftreet ;  which  was  followed  by  a  gene- 
ral goal  delivery  ;  and  all  the  prifoners  were  fet  at  liber- 
ty.    Then   they  fell  to   Gripping  the  rooms  and  rifling 
whatever  came  to  their  hands;  and  finding  the  record* 
and  court-books,  which  contained  the  proceedings  againfl: 
the  prifoners,  they  tore  them  in  pieces,  and  made  a  hre 
of  them,  in  which  they  were  burnt  to  afties.    In  the  fame 
manner  they  ferved  the  prifons  that  belonged  to  the  ma- 
nufactures of  wool  and  fllk ;  and  notwithftanding  the  reve- 
rence they  profefled  to  the  perfon  of  the  archbifhop,  yet 
they  broke  open  the  prifon  that  was  his  peculiar  ;  burnt 
xhe  journals  of  the  court,  and  the  prifoners  were  let  out. 
They  next  directed  their  courfe  to  the  prifons  of  the  Nun- 
ciatura  and  of  the  Vicaria,  which  they  determined  to  force 
as  they  had  done  the  reft  :  but  fome  of  them  were  againft 
this  violence  ;  for  they  infifted,  "  That  they  were  royal 
"  prifons,  and  formerly  had  been  palaces  of  their  kings ; 
"  and  therefore  were  to  be  treated  with  more  iefpe&.M 
But  this  argument  was  rejo&ed  by  the  major  part  of  the 
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32  The  RISE  and  FALL  of 

rabble,  whoattack'd  the  gates  with  their  ufual  fury.  The 
keepers  and  warders  within,  were  prepared  to  receive 
them  ;  for  they  expected  to  receive  a  vifit  from  them, 
and  fo  a  fharp  encounter  followed.  But  at  laft,  with 
much  perfuafion,  the  prince  of  Bifignano,  whom  they  thus 
obliged  to  go  along  with  them,  put  an  end  to  the  en- 
counter ;  for  he  told  them,  "  that  the  prifoners  within, 
"  were  none  but  foreigners,  murderers,  and  thieves ;  and 
**  to  give  liberty  to  fuch  villains  was  to  lo6fe  a  pack  of 
"  wolves,  who  would  foon  return  to  their  old  trade  of 
"  robbing  and  cutting  of  throats. '* 

Their  next  attempt  was  dreadful  indeed  ;  for  they  fet 
no  bounds  to  their  fury.  They  fleered  away  from  thefe 
prifons  which  happened  to  efcape,  towards  the  Dogana, 
or  toll-houfe  for  corn ;  and  (which  was  really  terrible  to 
behold)  they  carried  faggots  upon  their  backs,  and  fire 
and  pitch  in  their  hands,  and  forcing  open  the  gates  they 
made  a  pile  and  fet  all  on  fire.  The  building  was  foon 
confumed ;  but  they  would  not  ftir  off  the  fpot  till  every 
thing  was  reduced  to^fhes. 

The  prince  of  Bifignano  was  aftonifhed  at  their  rage, 
and  ufed  all  poflible  arts  to  prevent  this  mifchief.  But  no- 
thing could  appeafe  the  madnefs  of  the  enraged  populace; 
and  all  the  arguments  he  could  ufe,  rather  encreafed 
than  abated  the  diffraction.  This  exploit  colluded  in 
the  deffruction  of  vaft  quantities  of  corn  thaMvas  there 
laid  up  ;  great  funis  of  money  that  belonged  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  toll-houfe  ;  and  all  the  furniture  and  houfhoid- 
goods,  which  promifcuoufly  pcrinied  in  the  flames. 

Having  glutted  themfelves  with  this  horrid  fpeclacle, 
they  drew  off,  and  went  up  to  the  piazza  of  St.  Lau- 
rence's church.  Hither  the  prince  of  Bifignano  followed 
them,  and  tho'  he  could  promife  himfelf  no  great  fuccefs, 
yet  he  continued  to  ufe  his  endeavours  to  reftore  peace  to 
the  city ;  but  the  torrent  was  too  itrong  to  be  oppofed ; 
all  perfuafion  was  to  no  purpofe,  being  loft  and  confound- 
ed by  the  noife  of  the  multitude ;  whofe  fpirits  were  too 
much  cnflamed  to  be  argued  into  temper.  They  attempt- 
ed to  enter  the  church  and  by  that  means  get  into  the 
cloyfters,  which  was  the  way  leading  to  the  fteeple,  where, 
tlie  great  bell  hung  :  but  they  met  with-  a  ftrong  refiftance 

by 
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by  Tome  banditi  within,  who  had  fled  there  for  fanftuary  : 
two  of  them  however  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  people's  rage, 
and  were  killed  upon  the  fpot. 

The  more  fober  part  of  the  populace  by  this  time  be- 
gan to  dread  the  event,  and  to  be  in  pain  for  the  confe- 
quences  which  might  follow ;  for  they  had  no  great 
advantage  at  this  time  :  however  there  were  fome  incen- 
diaries amongft  them,  who  ftill  kept  up  their  fpirits,  and 
added  fuel  to  the  flames.  Amongft  thefe  was  a  certain 
Sicilian,  who  feemed  to  be  rather  a  devil  in  human  fhape 
than  a  man ;  and  dealt  about  him  as  if  he  had  been  pof- 
fefs'd  by  all  the  furies  of  hell.  It  is  almoft  incredible, 
with  what  defperate  fury  this  fellow  behaved :  he  was 
foremoft  in  all  danger ;  and  was  tearing  and  pulling 
down  with  the  flames  raging  about  his  ears  :  he  was 
the  head  of  the  rabble ;  would  lead  them  to  a&ion ;  and 
if  they  difcover'd  any  figns  of  fear,  he  would  upbraid 
them  with  cowardice,  and  call  them  a  pack  of  poor  lpirited 
wretches,  that  did  not  deferve  the  priviledges  they  were 
contending  for :  and  with  iuch  fort  of  fpeeches  he  inflam'd 
their  fpirits,  and  gave  them  no  time  to  cool.  But  the  jui- 
tice  of  heaven  mark'd  him  out  for  definition  ;  for  he  was 
fiot.  dead  from  the  tower  of  St.  Laurence,  by  a  mufkei ■•' 
ball  which  took  him  full  in  the  forehead. 

The  prince  of  Bifignano  was  by  this  time  quite  tired 
with  the  fatigue  he  had  undergone  :  he  had  been  many 
hours  on  horfeback,  and  the  weather  being  exceffive  hoc 
be  was  ready  to  faint ;  being  a  perfon  of  a  very  tender 
conftitution,  not  able  to  endure  hardihip,  and  was  almoft 
fuffocated  by  die  multitude  of  people  that  was  continually 
thronging  about  him.  All  attempts  to  peace  and  accom- 
modation he  found  were  ineffectual ;  and  therefore  he  re- 
folved  to  difengage  himfelf  from  the  tumult  as  foon  as  he 
could :  but  this  was  not  to  be  done  abruptly ;  and  there- 
fore, addrefTing  himfelf  to  the  rabble,  who  began  to  be 
tired  after  their  day's  work,  he  perfuaded  them  to  fepa- 
rate  into  parties,  and  take  up  their  quarters  that  night  in  fe- 
Vferal  parts  of  the  city  ;  fo  that  on  the  morrow,  they  might 
cafily  come  to  the  common  rendezvous,  and  they  fhoulcl 
find  him  ready  to  obey  their  commands ;  but  infilled,  that 
they  mould  commit  no  hoftilitiet,  and  burn  no  more 
Numb.  V.  '  E  homes 


34        the  RISE  mi  FALL  of 

houfes  till  the  morning.  The  people  thought  the  propofal 
f eafonable  ;  and  while  they  were  dividing  themfelves  into 
companies,  the  prince  conveyed  himfelf  out  of  the  crowd 
and  got  off  fafely.  He  retired  to  the  houfe  of  a  near  re- 
lation, where,  having  Hayed  a  fhort  time  to  refrem  him- 
felf, towards  the  clofe  of  the  evening  he  was  carried  in  a 
fedan  into  Caftelnovo,  and  bleffed  God,  that  he  had 
cfcaped  with  life,  out  of  the  hands  of  a  diilra&ed  and  im- 
placable people. 

But  the  rabble  foon  found  what  the  prince  intended  by 
dividing  them ;  and  concluding,  that  their  fafety  lay  in 
keeping   together,  they  united  again ;  and  perhaps  had 
they  found  the  prince,  his  life  might  have  been  in  danger  : 
but  upon  enquiry,  he  was  gone  ;  and  the  people  perceiv- 
ing they  had  no  body  to  head  them,  cried  out  one  and  all 
for  IVfalaniello,  who  nril  fet  on  foot  the  recovery  of  their 
liberties.     The  barefooted  filherman  appeared ;  and  after 
they  had  complimented  him  with  great  titles  of  being  the, 
iaviour  and  father  of  his  country,    they  made  him  their 
general.     Mafaniello  readily  accepted  of  the  command  ; 
and  not  troubling  them  with  fpeeches  of  his  own  inabili- 
ties,  as  is  ufual  on  fuch  occafions,  he  told  tjiem,  "  thejr 
"  mould  find  him  no  paltroon ;  for  all  the  blood  in  his 
"  body  was  at  their  fervice,  and  he  would  either  put  an 
**.  end   to  their    grievances,  by  abolifhing  thofe  curfed 
**  taxes  ;  or  he  would  die  in  the  attempt."     This  decla- 
Tation  was  received  by  the  rabble  with  loud  huzzas  :  and 
the  firft  thing  done  by  the  new  general,  was,  by  beat  of 
drum  thro*  the  whole  city  and  fuburbs,   to  fummon  the 
people  to  arms  againft  the  tyranny  ©f  the  government,  and 
the  opprefiion  of  the  taxes. 

The  calamities  with  which  the  city  was  threatened  by 
thefe  tumult*  and  diffractions,*  moved  fome  of  the  religious 
orders  to  go  in  folemn  procefiion  thro"  the  ftreets :  and 
this  they  did  not  only  to  allay  the  fury  of  the  rabble,  by 
the  gravity  and  folcmnity  of  their  appearance;  but  from 
a  principle  of  religious  zeal,  to  implore  the  divine  afTiftancd 
and  mercy,  that  God  would  be  pleafed  to  put  a  Hop  to  xhd 
miferies  that  hung  over  their  heads,  by  fctting  bounds  to 
the  rage  and  madnefs  of  the  people.  The  reverend  fa- 
thers of  ths^oider  of  Theatins,  have  fix  churches  in  tha 
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City,  and  were  in  great  repute  in  pope  Clement  VII's  time. 
From   two  of  thefe^  that  of  St.   Paul,  and  of  the  holy 
Apoftles,  went  out  of  each,  a  hundred   of  the  religious. 
One  company  patted  through  Toledo- ftreet,  and  fo  march- 
ed oh  before  St.  Lewis's  church,  where  it's  faid  the  moll 
pure  milk  of  the  blefied  virgin  is  kept :  and  the  other 
took  their  courfe  thro*  other  ftreets  of  the  city,  that  were 
the  moll  populous ;  till  they  came  to  the  great  market- 
place.    Here  they  prayed,  and  fpoke  to  the  people ;  from 
whence  they  went  to  the  church  of  the  lady  of  Carmine  ; 
and  having  there  offered  their  devotions  in  the  moft  fo- 
lemnmannei,  they  returned  home;  it  being  by  by  this 
time  dark  night.     The  pious  defigns,  and  holy  fervices  of 
thefe  religious  were  gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  vice- 
roy; who  thought  it  became  him,  to  give  a  full  account; 
of  the  proceflion  to  the  Conte  d'Ognate,  that  was  then 
catholick  ambaffador  in  the  court  of  Rome. 
.     The  viceroy,  and  the  whole  body  of  the  nobility,  were 
confounded  at  thefe  proceedings  of  the  rabble  ;  and  knew 
,not  what  courfe  to  take,  nor  what  means  to  ufe  to  bring 
them  to  temper.     Their  numbers  continually  increafed  : 
and  to  prevent  any  defign  they  might  have,  of  entering 
the  church  of  St.  Laurence,  and  feizing  upon  many  va- 
luable things- that  were  there  lodged,  and  belonged  to  the 
citizens;  and  efpecially  left  they  mould  carry  off  eighteen 
pieces  of  ordnance,  and  a  provifion  of  fmall  arms,  that 
.  were  kept  in  the  tower  of  the  church,  they  fet  a  guard 
upon  the  church,  and  cloy fter  belonging  to  it ;  confirming 
of  Spaniards,  and  others  that  were  the  beft  foldiers  they 
had.     For  his  excellency  judged  rightly,  that  if  the  rab- 
ble got  pofTeffion  of  the  fteeple,  they   would  have  the 
command  of  the    great  bell,  that  was  never  rung  but 
in  cafes  of  fudden  diftrefs :  and  the  people  knew  by  that 
fignal,  that  they  mull  betake  themfelves  to  armfi,  for  the 
city  was  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs. 

His  excellency  thinking  himfelf  no  longer  fafe  in  the 
callle  of  St.  Elmo,  removed  from  thence  about  2  o'clock 
in  the  morning  to  Caftelnovo,  which  joins. to  the  royal  pa* 
lace  by  a  bridge  that  paffes  between  them.  'His  eminence 
the  cardinal  Trivultio,  with  many  officers  and  llout  cava- 
liers accompanied  him  \  and  for  his  kcu-rity,  ke  had  a  good 
K  2  becy 
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body  of  Spanifh  foldiers  for  a  guard.  It  was  thought  by 
wife  men,  that  the  viceroy  might  have  eafily  fupprefled 
the  tumults,  had  he  crufhed  them  in  the  beginning,  before 
they  got  to  fuch  a  head ;  and  even  now,  had  he  exerted 
his  authority,  and  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  king's 
troops,  the  rioters  after  the  firft  onfet,  would  have  fur- 
rendered,  and  laid  down  their  arms.  But,  inftead  of  pro- 
ceeding by  thefe  meafures,  which  he  judged  were  too  vi- 
olent, he  took  a  milder  courfe,  and  thought  to  win  upon 
them,  by  adls  of  kindneCs  and  popularity :  and  therefore, 
in  the  room  of  falling  upon  them  in  an  hoftile  way,  he 
contrived  to  fupply  the  populace  with  bread,  which  now 
began  to  be  fcarce  and  dear  ;  and  iflued  out  orders  to  be 
published  that  night,  that  on  the  morrow-morning,  a 
loaf  of  bread  .mould  weigh  33  ounces  and  four  grains  j 
whereas  before,  it  fcarce  weighed  22  ounces ;  and  that 
the  tax  upon  fruit  mould  be  utterly  abolilhed,  and  never 
be  exacted  any  more.  However,  for  his  better  defence, 
he  doubled  the  guard  upon  the  caftle. 

But  this  did  not  abate  the  fury  of  the  people  in  the  leaft, 
for  nothing  would  fatisfy  them  but  fire  and  defolation. 
And  for  that  purpofc,  they  caufed^the  great  bell  of  our 
lady  of  Carmine  to  be  rung  out  thrice  that  very  night,  to 
call  the  people  to  arms ;  and  they  obeyed  the  fummons  : 
for  they  flocked  together  in  multitudes  from  all  parts ; 
and  dividing  themfelves  into  companies,  they  marched  in- 
to feveral  quarters  of  the  city.  Some  went  out,  with  a 
defign  to  fet  fire  to  all  the  toll-houfes  in  Naples,  where 
the  taxes  were  exacted  ;  and  to  caufe  greater  terror,  they 
Carried  torches  in  their  hands,  and  had  drums  beating 
before  them  :  others  ftaid  behind,  to  provide  arms  and 
ammunition  for  the  fervice  of  the  following  day  ;  and  for 
that  purpofe,  they  plundered  all  the  (hops  of  the  gun- 
fmiths,  fword-cutlers,  and  other  tradefmen ;  and  got  to- 
gether a  great  quantity  of  fwords,  mufkets,  bullets,  gun- 
powder and  match :  others  broke  into  the  houfes  of  the 
merchants  ;  and  violently  took  away  the  arms  they  kept 
for  their  own  fecurity  againft  thieves,  and  employ'd  them 
for  the  ufe  of  the  moil  faithful  people  of  Naples.  And 
becaufe  one  of  the  mop-keepers  made  fome  refiftance, 
and    foolifhly  refufed  to  gratify  the  rabble,   not  only 
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threatening  to  complain  to  the  viceroy,  but  rafhly 'dis- 
charging a  mortar-piece  out  of  the  window,  whereby  one 
of  them  was  killed ;  the  people  were  fo  bitterly  en- 
raged that  they  immediately  clapp'd  lire  to  the  houfe, 
wherein  were  many  barrels  of  gun-powder,  which  blew 
up  the  houfe  into  the  air :  this  made  a  dreadful  mock, 
and  ftruck  a  terror  thro'  the  whole  city.  Eighty-feven 
perfons  were  blown  up,  and  forty-four  were  miferably 
wounded.  The  viceroy  was  alarm'd  at  thefe  proceedings, 
and  to  prevent  fuch  barbarities  for  the  future,  he  gave 
pofitive  orders,  "  That  all  the  powder  that  was  lodged 
w  any  where  in  the  city  mould  be  thoroughly  wetted." 
On  the  other  hand,  the  people  behaved  with  an  imperious 
authority  along  the  ftreets  j  and  began  to  range  themfelves 
under  fome  order  and  difcipline :  they  refolved  to  have  a 
regular  army  ready  for  their  defence,  and  applied  them- 
felves vigoroufly  in  preparing  for  the  buftnefs  of  the  fol- 
lowing day. 

July  8.  The  preparations  made  by  the  rabble  the 
night  before,  were  fore-runners  of  great  mifchief  and 
conYufion  on  the  morrow.  Their  vigilance  and  induftry 
were  equal  to  their  fury  and  refcntment :  they  took  care 
to  be  fufficiently  guarded  againft  any  furprize,  by  keep- 
ing together  in  great  bodies  all  the  night,  and  fetting 
-watches  in  the  fufpected  places  of  the  city.  Before  it  was 
clear  day,  Mafaniello  appeared  in  the  great  market-place; 
and  taking  an  account  of  the  arms  and  ammunition  that 
was  got  together,  and  computing  how  many  regular  troops 
could  be  furnimed  with  them,  he  divided  the  rabble  into 
regiments  and  companies,  and  diftributed  the  arms  among 
them.  The  flower  of  the  Neapolitan  youth  lifted  volun- 
tarily into  the  fervice,  and  were  eager  to  be  led  on  to 
action.  And  to  fay  the  truth,  Mafaniello  with  uncommon 
dexterity  and  popular  oratory,  had  form'd  them  fo  exactly 
to  his  purpofe,  that  by  a  motion  of  his  hand,  they  would 
have  cut  the  throats  of  aK  the  nobility,  and  fet  every 
houfe  in  the  city  on  •Ire.  Nothing  was  to  be  heard  in 
the  ftreets,  but  the  noife  of  drums  and  trumpets,  and 
the  clalhing  of  armour :  the  colours  were  alfo  difplay'd, 
and  now  it  no  longer  appeared  to  be  a  dilbrderly  rabble - 
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rout,  but  a  formidable  and  well  ordered  army,  abfolutely 
at  the  command  of  their  general,  and  furioufly  animated 
with  brutifh  zeal  and  barbarity,  being  compleatly  fur- 
niftied  with  all  the  principles  and  inflruments  of  death  and 
cruelty.  The  foldiers  march'd  with  their  drawn  fwords, 
their  muflcets  and  arquebufes .  cock'd,  and  arm'd  likewife 
with  lances  and  targets.  And  what  was  more  furprizing, 
and  improved  the  aftonifhment  of  the  government,  the 
country  people  thronged  into  the  town  in  great  multitudes, 
breathing  nothing  but  fire  and  deuruction :  they  came 
down  from  all  the  villages  about  Naples,  armed  with 
plough-mares,  pitch-forks,  fpades,  pikes  and  other  imple- 
ments; and  forming  themielves  into  fome  order,  they 
mixed  themfelves  with  the  rabble,  and  had  a  principal  hand 
in  the  calamities  that  followed.  Nor  were  the  women,  in 
this  general  confufion,  backward  in  their  zeal :  for  they 
aflembled  in  great  numbers ;  furnifhed  with  fire-fhovels, 
iron  tongs,  fpits,  and  other  family-inftruments  ;  proteft- 
ing,  "  that  they  would  lofe  their*  blood  in  the  common 
"  caufe,  and  would  never  fubmit,  till  their  liberties  were 
"  fecured  :'*  they  vow'd  they  would  burn  the  city,  and 
'themfelves  and  children  along  with  it,  before  they  would 
be  beafts  of  burden  any  longer,  and  bring  up  their  chil- 
dren to  be  Haves  and  pack-horfes  to  a  proud  and  haughty 
nobility.  Even  the  very  children  were  (ecu  with  canes 
and  flicks  in  their  hands,  threatening  the  nobility,  2nd 
urging  their  fathers  to  battle.  The  common  cry  was, 
•'  Long  live  the  king  of  Spain,  but  no  more  taxes ;  let 
"  the  imports  pcriih,  and  be  lent  to  hell,  to  fupport  the 
*'  dark  kingdom  of  the  devil ;  and  curfed  be  thofe  that 
"  raifed  them;  thofe  blood -fuckers,  thofe  wolves,  who 
**  have  devoured  the  flefh  of  the  innocent  lamb*  :  let 
*•  them  die  and  be. torn  limb  from  limb :  let  us  make 
"  them  vomit  and  difgorge  the  blood  they  have  fucked  : 
01  let  us  fqueze  the  hell-hounds  to  the  laft  drop;  thole 
**  infatiable  leeches,  who  have  drained  the  faithful  peo- 
"  pie  of  Naples,  and  made  them  ready  to  faint :    let 

*  thefe  wafps  that  buzz  about  u$  and  fting  us  to  death, 

*  be  blown  up  with  gun-powder ;  they,  who  have  lived 
••  upon  the  honey  of  the  bees,  aad  like  drones  have 
**  pkadered  &e  hive." 

Thefe, 
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Tiiefe,  and  the  like,  were  the  outcries  that  were  cla- 
moufd  from  the  mouths  of  the  populace,  and  rung  horri- 
bly thro*  all  the  ftreets  of  Naples.  No  man  thought 
himfelf  fafe,  either  in  his  life  or  property.  The  nobility 
and  gentry  were  alike  in  the  utmoft  confternation.  Some 
of  them  retired  to  the  country,  left  their  wives  and  daugh- 
ters mould  be  ravifhed  ;  and  conveyed  away  their  moft  va- 
luable effects,  to  prevent  their  being  plundered  A  gene- 
ral fear  and  amazement  feized  the  moft  fober  part  of 
the  citizens;  who  fenfible  of  the  fury  of  an  imaged  po- 
pulace, fhut  up  their  {hops,  and  were  forced  to  applaud 
the  riotous  proceedings  of  the  multitude,  to  fecure  their 
goods  and  houfes  from  fire.  All  bufmefs  and  pubhck 
offices  were  at  a  ftand.  The  arts  and  fciences  langaimed: 
books  were  neglected :  ftudies  abandoned :  the  bar  was 
folitary :  the  ecclefiafticks  fung  Lach^vrnze  :  the  law  was. 
fufpended :  patronages  were  defpifed :  advocates  wer» 
dumb:  the  judges  difappeared,  and  the  courts  of  juftic* 
were  (hut  up.  The  arfenals  only  were  open :  magazines 
and  ftore-houfes  were  rifled  by  the  rabble ;  and  the  whole 
city  was  inflamed  with  martial  fury.  Nothing  was  to  be 
heard  in  the  ftreets  but  the  rattling  of  armour,  and  fcour- 
mg  and  fnrbifhing  of  old  mufkets,  pikes,  and  rufty  fwords  ; 
every  one  encouraging  his  fellow  ro  ftand  to  it  luftily,  and' 
threatening  the  execution  of  fire  and  (word  againft  all 
oppofers. 

But  the  principal  rendezvous  of  the  people  was  about 
the  great  market-place,  Lavinaro,  and  Porta  Nctala, 
Here  they  drew  up  in  military  order,  and  formed  them- 
felves  into  diftinct  bodies,  with  proper  officers  at  the  head 
of  them  j  and  (which  was  terrible  to  behold)  there  were 
perfons  difpofed  between  the  ranks,  with  lighted  match 
and  flaming  torches.  Mafaniello  was  generaliiumo  ;  and 
he  applied  himfelf  with  fingular  judgment  to  provide  for 
all  events ;  to  animate  the  people  with  courage,  and  in- 
timidate his  enemies.  He  fent  pofitive  orders  to  the  thirty* 
fix  precincts  of  the  city,  "  to  arm  inftantly  for  the  comment 
"  defence,  under  the  fevere  penalty  of  firing  their  houfei 
"  about  their  ears ;"  which  was  punctually  executed  :  an<$ 
J?y  this  means,  a  great  multitude  repaired  to  him  compl«at- 
jy  armsd  ;  {which  added  to  his  ftrcngth)  and  joined  m  the 
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common  rage  againft  the  government.  His  care  was  now 
to  fecure  ammunition  j  and  hearing  ofafhop-keeper,  who 
had  by  him  a  quantity  of  gun-powder,  he  civily  fent  to 
him  to  buy  it  ;  and  the  meflenger  carried  ready  money  in 
his  hand :  but  the  man  refuting  to  fell  it,  unlefs  he  had 
the  viceroy's  authority,  Mafaniello  detached  a  party 
from  the  main  body  to  fire  the  houfe.  They  immediately 
threw  lighted  matches  in  at  the  windows,  which  falling  a- 
jnong  the  powder,  the  houfe,  with  60  people  that  were 
within,  .flew  up  into  the  air  :  fb  many  were  deftroyed,  for 
their  bodies  were  numbered  afterwards,  the  mob  not 
fuffering  them  to  be  buried  for  a  long  time.  Dreadful 
was  the  fhock  :  it  made  a  fort  of  an  earthquake  all  about 
it ;  and  the  crack  was  as  loud^  as  when  the  great  galeon 
was  blown  up  a  few  weeks  before,  in  the  port  of  Naples. 
The  lofs  of  thib  powder  made  the  rabble  quite  furious  ; 
and  in  a  great  body,  they  marched  to  the  king's  maga- 
zine, that  was  without  the  city,  towards  Cap  de  Chino  ; 
with  a  defign  to  feize  it  it  for  their  own  ufe,  or  blow  it 
up.  When  they  came,  they  forced  open  the  doors  •,  but 
to  their  great  difappointment,  it  had  been  all  wetted  be- 
fore, and  would  not  take  fire.  This  was  done  by  order 
of  the  viceroy,  by  way  of  prevention,  which  raifed  the 
fpirits  of  the  people,  to  the  utmoft  fury  and  diffraction. 

The  viceroy  in  the  midft  of  thefe  tumults,  took  the 
moft  proper  precautions  for  his  own  defence  and  fecuri- 
ty,  and  provided  for  the  worfl :  and  therefore  not  depend- 
ing upon  the  ftrength  of  Caftelnovo,  and  a  ftrong  guard  of 
Spaniards  that  he  took  with  him  ;  he  found  means  to  in- 
troduce within  the  gates,  a  reinforcement  of  800  Spaniards 
more,  1000  Germans,  and  1 000  Italians.  Hefetaguard 
in  the  ftreet  of  Francifco  Xaverio,  to  the  number  of  400 
men.  He  likewife  fecured  Pizzafalcone,  which  lies  above 
the  palace,  and  all  the  adjacent  ftrcets  with  good  fortifi- 
cations; making  ramparts  of  faggots,  and  digging  another 
deep  trench  round  about  the  old  and  new  palace ;  fo  that 
it  was  impoflible  for  the  rabble  to  make  any  attack  on 
that  quarter.  His  excellency  commanded  a  great  piece 
of  ordnance  to  be  planted  at  the  end  of  every  ftreet,  to- 
wards the  Santo  Spirito,  the  houfes  of  the  father  Domini- 
cans and  the  father  Minims :  another  he  placed  upon  the 
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afcent  of  Santa  Lucia  ;  and  two  before  the  great  gate,  to- 
wards the  middle  of  the  liew  palace.  Thefe  and  other 
cautious  meafures  were  of  great  ufe,  in  fecuring  the  ftreets ; 
and  ferved  to  repel  the  rabble,  when  their  fury  urged  them. 
to  make  an  attempt  upon  the  caftle. 

Mafaniello  was  no  lefs  induftrious  in  managing  the 
people,  and  providing  againft  danger  and  extremities.  He 
had  his  fpies  in  all  quarters  of  the  city,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring villages ;  and  being  informed  by  his  fcouts,  that 
a  new  regiment  of  Germans  were  coming  from  Pozzolo 
to  Naples,  by  order  of  the  viceroy,  he  detached  a  ftrong 
body,  welL  armed,  to  oppofe  their  march :  they  met  them 
upon  the  road,  and  fired  briflcly  upon  them.  The  Ger- 
mans were  fo  furprized  at  this  unexpected  attack,  that  they 
fnade  but  a  faint  refiftance :  and  fome  of  their  men  being 
killed,  and  finding  they  were  overpowered  by  numbers, 
they  furrendered  and  laid  down  their  arms.  Every  man 
of  them  was  bound ;  and  they  were  led  as»  prifoners  of 
war  into  the  city.  His  excellency  had  lent  for  two  com- 
panies of  Italians  for  the  fame  purpofe  ;  but  nothing  could 
ftir  without  the  knowledge  of  Mafaniello,  who  gave  oi- 
lers to  fire  upon  them,  if  they  made  refiftance.  They 
furrendered  upon  the  firft  fummons,  and  were  bound  ;  but 
conftdering  better  of  the  matter,  they  offered  their  fervice 
for  the  defence  of  the  city  ;  and  fo  they  were  releafed  and 
armed,  and  incorporated  among  the  other  troops.  The 
Germans  had  foon  their  liberty  given  them,  by  order  of 
the  general ;  who  with  an  air  or  fcorn  and  iniblence  lent 
them  to  the  viceroy,  loaded  with  bread,  frelh  and  fa!t 
meats,  cheefe,  wine,  and  other  provifions.  And  they' 
went  dancing  along  the  ftreets,  with  meat  in  their  hands, 
and  bottles  at  their  mouths ;  to  the  great  merriment  and 
diverfion  of  the  people. 

It  happened  this  morning  that  fome  of  the  rabble  au 
tempting  to  force  the  Spanilh  guard,  were  beaten  back ; 
and  two  ordinary  fellows  of  their  company  were  fcized 
-  and  made  prifoners.  News  of  this  was  foon  carried  to 
to  the  main  body ;  and  a  detachment  fent  to  demand  the 
prifoners,  and  upon  refufal  to  fire,  and  give  no  quarter . 
The  prifoners  however  were  not  immediately  delivered  ; 
which  fo  incenfed  the  people,  that  they  fired  defperately 
Numb.  VI,  F  upon 
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upon  the  guard,  and  did  great  execution,  and  many  of 
them  being  killed  on  the  fpot,  they  threatned,  that  if 
their  comrades  were  not  inftantly  produced,  fafe  and  with- 
out hurt,  they  would  (lice  every  Spaniard  in  Naples  to 
fhreds,  and  there  mould  not  be  a  man  of  them  by  night 
left  alive.  To  prevent  their  executing  barbarities,  and 
fearing  they  would  be  as  good  as  their  word,  the  viceroy 
was  obliged  to  comply,  and  the  prifoners  were  fent  out 
fafe  and  found. 

The  people  were  mightily  pleafed  with  the  weight  of 
bread,  which  was  increafed  confiderably  that  morning. 
For  a  loaf  of  bread  before,  was  very  little  above  twenty- 
two  ounces ;  but  it  now  weighed  eleven  ounces  more ;  in, 
all  thirty  three.  Upon  this  occaiion,  the  women  and 
children  ran  out  into  the  ftreets,  leaping  and  dancing  with 
loaves  in  their  hands,  and  crying  out,  "  Long  live  the 
*■  king  of  Spain ;  God  fave  the  moil  faithful  people  of 
*'  Naples  ;  but  the  cruel  government  would  (tarve  us 
"  with  famine ;  down  w  ith  it ;  down  with  it ;  down  with 
U  the  taxes.'*  It  was  thought,  that  this  alteration  in  the 
weight  of  bread  would  have  produced  good  effects ;  but 
the  martial  fury  of  the  rabble  was  fo  fomented  by  the  Ha- 
rangues and  violence  of  their  leaders,  that  they  breathed 
nothing  but  fire  and  defolation,  and  feemed  determined 
that  the  tumults  mould  not  end,  but  in  the  dcftruclion 
of  the  city. 

The  viceroy,  as  was  before  obferved,  had  fortified  him- 
felfin  Caftelnovo;  and  having  with  him  fame  Lords  of 
the  collateral  council,  and  others  of  the  principal  nobility  t 
and  of  the  council  of  ftate,  Jie  advifed  with  them  what 
was  proper  to  be  done,  to  put  a  flop  to  the  commotions. 
Many  arid  various  were  the  debates  upon  the  fubje&s. 
Some  were  for  making  a  fally  out  of  Caftelnovo,  with  a> 
itrone  body  of  guards ;  which  might  poflibly  difperfe  the 
tmdiiciplined  rabble  ;  or  at  lealt,  would  (hew  the  refolu- 
eion  of  the  government ;  that  they  determined  to  repel 
force  by  force.  But  his  excellency  feeming  tender  of  the 
lives  of  the  people,  could  not  be  perfuaded  into  thefe  Mea- 
sures ;  but  tried  gentler  methods,  by  fending  a  foft  and 
condefcending  letter  to  Mafaniello ;  wherein ?ie  abfolutely 
granted  what  was  demanded  the  day  before,  *  that  the 
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"  taxes  mould  ■  be  taken  off,  and  the  p|ople  eftablifhed  in 
4i  their  privileges."  But  the  haughty  general  grew  im- 
perious upon  this  condefcention ;  and  railing  higher  in  his 
demands,  declared,  "  that  he  would  be  fatisfied  with  no- 
"  thing  lefs  than  a  reflitution  of  the  privileges  granted  by 
"  king  Fardinand,  and  Charles  V.  of  glorious  memory; 
' '  whofe  ftatute  he  had  over  his  door ;  and  that  the  viceroy, 
"  the  collateral  council,  the  council  of  ftate,  and  the  no- 
"  bility,  mould  by  a  publick  inftrument,  oblige  themfelves 
4<  their  fucceffors  and  pofterity,  to  maintain  inviolably  the 
*«  old  charter  of  privileges,  and  never  hereafter  to  in- 
"  cfoach  upon  the  liberties  of  it :"  he  infilled  further, 
'«  that  the  clerk  of  the  market,  mould  for  ever  be  in  the 
"  nomination  of  the  people*  that  they  fhould  chufe  a 
. <f  CapoPopuli,  or  head  of  the  people,  without  any  inter- 
'*  pofition  of  the  viceroy;  and  he  mould  be  a-jord  by 
"  title,  according  to  the  antient  practice,  when  tj\e  prince 
**  of  Salermo  injoyed  that  office  :  and  without  the  Confent 
"  afthis  popular  tribune,  no  taxes  or  impofitions  mould 
"  be  laid :  if  they  were,  the  people  might  lawfully  refuie 
'•  to  pay,  without  falling  under  the  imputation  and  penal - 
**  ty  of  rebellion.1'  His  excellency  and  the  council 
thought  thefe  articles  were  unconicionable,  and  injurious 
to  the  authority  and  prerogative  of  the  king  his  mafter. 
However,  he  concealed  his  refentments,  and  iecming  to 
deny  nothing,  he  promifed  by  the  confent  of  the  council 
of  ftate,  that  all  taxes  mould  be  abolilhed,  and  no  more 
impofed  without  the  approbation  of  their  tribune  j  and  that 
all  they  expected,  mould  be  granted,  if  they  would  but 
lay  down  tneir  arms,  and  peaceably  enter  upon  a  treaty  of 
fettlement  and  accommodation. 

But  the  rabble  were  not  to  be  cajoled,  and  refolded  to 
treat  with  fword  in  hand  :  they  were  afraid  of  being  de- 
luded and  cheated  out  of  their  liberties :  now  or  never, 
they  thought  was  the  time  to  infill  upon  their  privileges ; 
now  they  had  humbled  the  pride,  as  they  called  it,  of  tie 
viceroy  and  the  miniltry,  and  brought  them  to  fue  for 
peace.  His  excellency  obferving  this  difpofition  in  the 
people,  and  fearing  they  would  grow  in  love  with  this  loofe 
way  of  living,  judged  it  expedient  to  apply  hiinfelf  to  the 
duke  of  Mataloni,  a  favourite  of  the  peopled,  who  was  a 
£  2  prilbner 
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prifoner  in  Caftelnovo,  where  he  had  been  committed  up- 
on fufpicion  of  having  caufed  the  admiral's  lhip  of  Naples 
to  be  burnt,  which  was  bound  for  Spain,  and  laden  with 
money  for  the  ufe  of  his  Catholick  Majefty.  Him  the 
viceroy  fent  for,  and  told  him  with  a  fmiling  afpeft,  "  that 
"  he  was  convinced  of  his  innocence,  and  therefore  gave 
"  him  his  liberty,  which  he  doubted  not,  but  he  would 
'*  employ  for  the  fervice  of  his  king,  and  the  good  of  his 
"  country ;"  at  the  fame  time  defiring,  "  that  he  would 
"  ride  on  horfeback  through  the  principal  ftreets  of  the 
*'  city,  and  ufe  his  good  offices  towards  fatisfying  the  im- 
"  portunities  of  the  people. "  This  nobleman  had  a 
brother,  Don  Jofeph  CarafFa,  who  had  a  country  feat 
near  Benevento,  and  was  well  beloved  by  the  populace ; 
whom  the  duke  fent  for  to  bear  him  company  upon  this 
occafion.  He  came,  and  fo  both  of  them,  with  many  of 
the  nobility,  rode  in  among  the  rabble ;  intreating  them 
to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  promifing  them  in  the  name 
of  the  viceroy,  "  that  all  taxes  Ihould  be  abolifhed  by  pub- 
**  lick  authority.1'  Mafaniello,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
S&e  rabble,  with  his  fword  drawn,  and  well  mounted  and 
armed,  boldly  infilled  upon  feeing  their  credentials  to 
treat.  The  nobility  were  aftonifhed  at  the  infolence  of 
this  fellow  ;  but  ftifling  their  indignation,  "  they  defired 
"*  he  would  condefcend  to  hear  their  propofals,  and  then 
*l  judge  of  them  as  he,  in  his  great  wifdom,  fhould  think 
**  fit ;  and  if  they  mould  be  fo  fortunate,  as  to  come  to 
**  any  terms  of  agreement,  they  ingaged  to  fee  the  con- 
**  ditions  executed  at  the  hazard  of  their  own  lives." 

The  general  and  his  followers  were  fomewhat  ibftned 
iby  thcfe  condefcentions :  they  faid,  "  they  defired  no 
*«  more,  than  that  the  privileges  granted  to  the  city  of 
**  Naples,  by  his  majefty  king  Ferdinand,  ihould  be  made 
*'  good,  which  were  afterwards  confirmed  by  Charles  V. 
*'  of  glorious  memory ;  who,  by  oath  had  promifed  to 
ri  this  faithful  city,  upon  his  inveftiture  in  the  kingdom  by 
*c  pope  Clement  VII.  that  no  new  taxes  or  impofitions 
**  mould  be  laid  on  the  people,  or  the  kingdom  of  Naples, 
C(  by  himfelf,  or  his  fuccelfors,  without  the  confent  of  the 
"  Apoftolick  See :  if  they  were  impofed  with  that  authori- 
*  tv,  they  were  to  be  obeyed:  otherwife,  the  city  and 
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.'•  the  people,  had  the  liberty  to  refufe  the  payment. 
"  They  might,  if  they  pleafed,  raife  one  and  all  with  fword 
"  in  hand,  in  defence  of  their  charter,  without  the  impu- 
*c  tation  of  rebellion  or  irreverence  to  the  prince  who  go- 
"  vernedthem.  Now,  fince  all  taxes,' a  very  few  of  fmall 
"  confequence  excepted,  have  been  impbfed  without  the 
*'  confent  of  his  holinefs,  it  was  but  juft  that  they  mould  be 
"  immediately  taken  off,  being  in  themfelves  void  and  of 
"  no  effect  ;  and  that  the  people  mould  have  the  original 
"  of  the  faid  charter,  delivered  into  their  hands,  which 
.*'  was  preferred  in  the  archives  of  St.  Laurence's  church." 
Thefe  were  their  demands,  and  they  would  die  rather 
than  recede  from  them.  The  lords  promifed  to  ufe  their 
bell  endeavours  with  the  viceroy  ;  and  with  great  courte- 
fy,  took  their  leave  of  the  people.  They  returned  to 
Caftelnovo,  and  his  excellency  inftantly  called  a  council 
to  advife,  what  was  proper  to  be  done  in  this  extremi- 
ty, and  what  anfwer  was  to  be  returned  to  the  rabble,  who 
ftill  grew  more  violent,  and  threatned  to  fet  fire  to  every 
.quarter  of  the  city. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  archbifhop,  according  to  his  ac- 
cuftomed  vigilance,  and  paternal  zeal  to  the  fpiritual  peace 
and  temporal  happinefs  of  the  people  under  his  charge, 
perceiving  that  it  was  wholly,  in  vain  to  apply  to  the  rab- 
ble, addreiTed  himfelf,  with  great  devotion  to  God,  and 
implored  his  Almighty  aid,  for  compofing  the  diforders, 
and  fetting  bounds  to  the  fury  and  madnefs  of  the  populace. 
His  duty  and  loyalty  to  the  Catholick  King,  as  well  as  the 
principles  of  religion,  put  him  upon  all  poflible  expedients 
to  appeafe  thefe  diforders ;  and  for  that  end,  he  fummoned 
all  the  religious  of  the  city  to  expofe  the  hoft  in  the 
churches,  and  to  fupplicate  the  divine  afliflance ;  which 
was  done  with  great  folemnity.  The  miraculous  blood, 
and  the  facred  head  of  St.  Gennarro,  the  glorious  protec- 
tor of  Naples,  were  likewife  expofed  ;  and  all  orders  went 
in  folemn  proceflion  up  and  down  the  city,  followed  by 
multitudes  of  all  ranks  and  conditions;  who  indeed,  for 
the  prefent,  feemed  to  fhew  great  refpe£l  to  the  fathers, 
and  the  devotional  part  of  the  fervice,  but  abated  little  of 
their  violence,  when  the  proceflion  was  over,  and  the  monks 
and  friars  were  returned  to  their  cells. 

It 
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It  was  faid  before,  that  the  original  charter  was  preferr- 
ed in  the  archives  of  St.  Laurence.     The  prior  of  Rocel- 
la,  a  reverend  and  learned  ecclefiaftick,  was  deputed   by 
the  people  to  fearch  for  it.     He  appeared  among  the  rab- 
ble on  horfeback  ?  and  having  been  with  the  viceroy  fome 
time  before,  had  prevailed  to  have  a  proclamation  written 
in  letters  of  gold,  by  which  all  the  taxes  were  taken  off. 
With  this  inftrument  in  his  hand,  he  rode  up  and  down  the 
ftreets ;  publifliing,  "  that  his  excellency  the  viceroy  had 
"  done  them  the  grace,  in  the  name  of  his  Catholick  Ma- 
"  jefty,  to   put  an  end  to  the  taxes."     This  news  was  at 
fcrft  received  by  the  people  with  loud  acclamations ;  and 
the  prior  was  furrounded  with  an  infinite  number  of  boys, 
wno  leaped  and  danced  about  him,  crying,  "  long  live  the 
4t  king  of  Spain,  who  has  abolifhed  the  taxes. '*     In  this 
manner  they  conducted  him  to  the  market-place,  and  they 
almoft  bore  his  horfe  from  the  gro«nd.     But  their  note 
was  foon  changed,  for  the  prior  conceiving  it  to  be  difficult 
to  find  the  charter,  and  aftonifhed  w  ithal  at  the  infolence 
©f  the  multitude,  conveyed   himfelf  unaccountably  out  of 
the  crowd,  under  a  pretence  of  retiring  for  neceflary  rea- 
sons,   and  betook   himfelf   for  fan&uary,  to  the  church 
of  the  Holy  Apoftles.     The  people  waited  fometime  for 
his  return ;  but  when  they  found  he  had  given  them  the 
ilip,  they  threatned  him  with  death,  if  ever  he  fell  into 
their  hands,  and  flew  into  the  utmoit  rage;  for  they  de- 
pended very  much  upon  the  wifdom  and  integrity  of  this 
churchman,  who  was  a  man  of  great  humanity  and  conde- 
/cenfion,  and  of  powerful  intereft  with  the  viceroy.     But 
I   have  heard  another    account  of  this  matter,  different 
from  what  is  above  related ;  which  is,  that  the  prior  went 
into  the  archives  of  St.  Laurence,  and  brought  out  a  kind 
of  inftrument  wrote  on  a  fheep's  fkin,Jor  parchment,  which 
he  declared  to  be  the  original  charter  of  Charles  V.  and 
this  fraud  he   thought  jultinable,  having  no  other  defign, 
than  by  all  pofiible  devices,  to  put  an  end  to  the  commo- 
tions :  but  the  jealous  populace  fufpecling  fome  collufion, 
delivered  it  to  fome  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe  to  be 
perufed.     The  council  were  obliged  to  tell  the  truth,  for 
fear  of  their  lives  ;  and  therefere  declared  the  initrument 
to  be  a  counterfeit ;  upon  which  the  rabble  were  fo  in- 
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eenfed,  that  had  not  the  prior  inftantly  fled  to  refuge,  he 
had  been  torn  to  pieces,  and  had  met  with  the  fame  fate 
that  happened  fome  hours  before,  to  the  prince  of  Monte 
Sarchio,  who  innocently  pafling  through  the  mob,  Wa* 
cruelly  ufed  and  murdered.  This  latter,  feems  to  carry 
more  probability  with  it  than  the  former. 

By  this  time,  the  duke  of  Mataloni  returned  from  the 
caftle ;  followed  by  great  multitudes,  who  were  rather 
guards  than  attendants,  and  conduc~te*H*im  into  the  grea* 
market-place.  This  was  the  general  rendezvous,  where 
the  heads  of  the  rabble  took  up  their  quarters ;  and  from 
hence,  they  fent  difpatches  to  all  parts  of  the  city.  This 
nobleman,  it  feems,  had  found  in  the  caftle,  an  au then- 
tick  copy  of  the  original  charter;  and  convincing  the 
viceroy,  that  it  would  be  ufeful  for  him  to  carry  it  out, 
he  held  it  waving  in  his  hand,  and  told  the  people,  he 
had  found  the  charter  of  their  privileges,  i  The  duke  had 
been  informed  with  what  had  happened  j  uft  before,  to  the 
prior  of  Rocella ;  and  therefore,  not  daring  to  fay  it  was 
the  original,  "  he  declared  from  his  knowledge,  that  ic 
"  was  a  faithful  and  true  copy,  and  that  they  mould  foo» 
*'  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  the  original ;  but  for  the 
"  prefent  it  was  not  to  be  found/*  Mafaniello  took  the 
inftrumeut  in  his  hand,  and  delivering  it  to  fome  of  the 
long  robe  for  advice, .  it  was  read  out  aloud,  but  it  gave 
no  fatisfaclion :  the  people  crying  out,  a  cheat,  a  cheat. 
The  duke  was  now  in  danger  of  his  life,  and  received  fe- 
veral  blows  upon  the  head  ;  but  theyconfidering,  that  he 
had  not  impofed  upon  them,  but  fold  them  the  real  truth 
of  the  matter,  they  fpared  his  life,  but  committed  hi rri 
olofe  prifoner  to  the  monaftery  of  the  Carmine,  and  ap- 
pointed a  famous  banditto,  called  Perrone,  to  b?  his  keep- 
er. This  fel)ow  had  been  clefe  confined  in  the  fame  church, 
but  at  the  beginning  of  the  tumults,  was  fet  at  liberty  by 
the  people  :  he  had  formerly  been  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  duke  of  Mataloni,  and  pitying  his  misfortune,  or 
rather  defirous  ef  getting  10,000  ducats,  he  undertook 
for  him.  The  rabble  were  at  firft  inexorable  ;  but  at  laft 
by  his  earneft  perfuafion  he  obtained  his  releafe,  upon  con- 
dition, "  that  he  would  be  ready  to  produce  him  upoii 
'*  demand,  and  would  ftakc  down  his  own  life  for  his  ap> 
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"  pearance."  Thus  narrowly  did  this  nobleman  efcape 
the  fury  of  the  multitude,  and  fecured  not  only  his  life, 
but  his  liberty.  He  returned  to  his  palace  in  the  city, 
where  he  ftaid  about  a  day  or  two,  and  then  made  the  beft 
of  his  way,  with  his  family  and  attendants,  to  one  of  his 
feats  in  the  country. 

A  certain  Italian  writer,  (who  feems  to  intimate,  that 
the  duke  of  Mataloni's  releafe  out  of  prifon,  was  entire- 
ly owing  to  the  fear  the  viceroy  had,  that  the  people,  who 
very  much  efleemed  this  nobleman,  would  obtain  his  li- 
berty by  force)  accounts  for  the  treatment  he  received 
from  the  mob,  after  another  manner.  He  tells  us, 
**  that  though  the  viceroy  outwardly  teemed  to  court,  and 
V  encourage  his  mediation  in  this  tumult,  he  intended  to 
"  ufe  him  only  as  a  tool,  to  create  a  mifunderftanding  be- 
"  tween  the  nobility  and  the  commons ;  being  of  nothing 
"  fo  apprehenfive,  as  of  an  union  between  thefe  two  or- 
"  ders  of  the  Hate.  That,  to  this  end,  whilft  the  duke 
*  of  Mataloni  was  going  to  the  market-place,  in  order  to 
'•  bring  the  rabble,  if  pofiible,  to  terms  of  agreement,  four 
*f  reformadoes,  according  to  the  inductions  they  had  re- 
"  ceived  privately  from  the  viceroy,  got  thither -before 
(t  him  ;  and  having  obtained  audience  of  Mafa niello,  and 
f*  the  other  ringleaders  of  the  fedition,  declared  to  them, 
*'  that  they  were  ami  red  from  very  good  hands,  that  the 
"  duke  of  Mataloni's  pretended  mediation  was  all  a  mam, 
M  and  that  the  instrument,  which  he  would  fhew  them 
*'  prefcntly,  was  a  counterfeit,  and  only  an  artifice  and  a. 
"  blind,  concerted  between  him  and  the  viceroy, ,  on  pur- 
u  pofe  to  delude  the  people.  Mafaniello,  who  was  na- 
"  turally  diffident,  conceived  inftantly  a  deep  refentment 
f*  againlt  the  duke,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  Julio  Geno- 
"  vino,  a  crafty  old  fox,  and  a  promoter  of  the  tumult, 
"  had  often  infinuated  to  him,  that  he  ought  to  be  cau- 
"  tious  how  he  treated  with  the  nobility,  who,  by  their 
"  fine  fpeeches,  and  the  affection  the  people  bore  them, 
f*  might  gain  iuch  an  afcendant  over  the  rabble,  as  to  be" 
"  come  their  heads  and  leaders,  and  by  that  means  to  rob 
"  him  of  the  honour  and  glory  which  the  Caufe  he  had 
"  undertaken,  intitled  him  to.  Therefore,  as  fcon  as  the 
"  duke  of  Mataloni  appeared  in  the  market-place,  with 
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«  £*  in^ment  in  his  Hand,  Mafaniello  taking  it  from 
•  anTatl  °fm%  Up°n  k>  «kd  out>  *  cheat^a  cheat 
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0Jr  ^f  R      „  "'"J  'uUS  bee"  twice  deludedffoft  by  the 

iliiflS 

coumge  'and    nStave'y      But  ST  ^  °'  S 
Numb.  VII.  J*       Caf  hu">  ****«  PrJv>" 


5o        The,.  RI S  E  an d  F  A  L  L  of 

counfellor.     This  ecclefiaftick  was  .a  grave  fobcr  perfon, 
of  great  cunning,  and,  of  lingular  flcill  and  experience  in 
affairs  of  tf  ate :  heloved  to  fifh  in  troubled  waters,  and  had 
been  imprifoned  for  fometime,  for  attempting  to  raife  difr 
furbances,  and  inflame  the  commons  againft  the  govern- 
ment in  the  year  1 620.     He  was  made  ele&  of  the  people, 
by  the  duke  of  Offuna,  that  he  might  the  better  affift  that 
viceroy,  in  a  confpiracy  which  had  been  concerted  be- 
tween them- againft  the  nobility.     But  uponthe  duke  of 
OflTuna's  difgrace,   he  was  carried  into  Spain,  and  from 
thence  to  Otan,  where  he  remained  prifoner  nineteen  years. 
At  the  beginning  of  thefe  tumults,  he  was  found  confined 
in  the  prifon  of  St.  James,  which  was  forced  open  by  the 
people,  chiefly   upon  his  account ;  and  by  reafon  of  hi» 
good  will  and  intentions  to  ferve  them,  the  people  pro- 
moted him  to  this  great  honour,  and  made  him  prime  mi- 
nifter.     The  next  in  power,  was  the  banditto  Ferrone,  9 
goal-bird ;  and  by  the  council  of  thefe  two.  were  tranfaft- 
ed  in  a  great  meafure,  all  the  murders  and  Cruelties,  the  * 
burnings  and  devaftations  that  followed,  in  every  part  of  ^ 
the  city. 

Thefe  two  counfellors  were  to  attend  upon  Mafaniello, 
as  a  curb  to  his  fury  :  but  inftead  of  reftrairiirig  him  in  hi*, 
/rage,  they  added  fuel  to  fire  ;  and  the  firft  thing  they  did, 
after  they  had  entered  upon  their  office,  was  to  draw  out 
a  lift  of  above  fixty  houfes,  or  rather  palaces,  that  belong- 
ed to  the  principal  commiffioners  of  the  taxes,  in  order  to 
have  them  burnt  to  the  ground.  The  defign  was  approved 
of  by  the  generaliflimo,  who  gave  orders  to  fome  of  his 
officers,  "  to  make  ftria  inquiry  after  all  that  were  any 
«  way  concerned  in  imposing  or  receiving  the  taxes;  who> 
"  had  either  advifed,  or  lent  money  upon  them ;  and 
w  acquired  eftates  by  farming  them  of  the  government.'* 
This  was  called  blood  fucking,  fqueezing,  and  grinding 
the  people  ;  and  nothing  could  attone  for  the  offence* 
but  burning  and  deftroying  their  houfes  and  furniture. 
and  bringing  them  upon  a  level  with  the  populace  ;  that 
fuch  practices  might  be  prevented  for  the  time  to  come, 
and  corrupt  minifters,  in  after-ages,  might  be  terrifie4 
*>y  juft  examples  made  of  the  prcfent.  Nor  were  thefe 
jtrere  emptv  threatening* :  for  the  people  were  as  good  as 
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their  words,  and  lighted  faggots  were  feen  blazing  in  every 
quarter,  ready  for  execution.  A  great  fhew  of  difcipline 
was  kept  up  in  thefe  diforders ;  and  in  the  midft  of  the 
confufion,  they  obferved  the  moft  exa£l  rules  of  juftice  and 
moral  nonefty.  All  was  done  for  the  publick  good,  and 
the  deftrudtiori  Of  evil  minifters;  and  n6  private  intercft 
was  considered  :  for  whoever,  in  the  rifling  of  a  houfe, 
attempted  tolay  hold  upon  any  thing,  to  convert  it  to  his 
own  ufe,  hazarded  his  Life.  For  inftance,  one  poor 
fellow  was  immediately  knocked  on  the  head,  for  pilfering 
a  fmall  towel:  another  received  fifty  fevere  lames  upo* 
the  back,  for  Healing  the  crupper  of  a  faddle  :  and  many 
for  concealing  the  moil  trivial  things,  were  hanged  up  by  the 
executioner,  in  the  publick  market-place,  at  the  command 
of  Mafaniello  ;  who  fcarce  allowed  the  wretches  time  to 
lift  up  their  hands  to  Heaven,  and  tranfact  their  affair* 
with  their  ghoftly  fathers.  He  was  an  enemy  to  his  coun- 
try, and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  who  exprefled  the 
leaft  tendernefs  and  companion  for  thefe  moft  terrible 
calamities ;  and  when  houfes  and  goods  were  on  fire,  to 
commiferate  the  misfortune  of  the  fufferers,  was  to  be 
reckoned  accomplices,  and  publick  thieves  and  robbers  j 
as  was  fadly  experienced  by  an  honeft  man  who  unadvifed- 
!y,  and  by  a  natural  companion,  lamenting  the  burning 
of  the  houfe  and  rich  furniture  of  the  duke  of  Caivano, 
by  making  his  head  only,  and  faying  it  was  a  thoufand 
pities,  was  attacked  by  the  mob,  who  would  have  torn . 
him  to  pieces,  if  he  had  not  providentially  made  his  e- 
fcape,  through  a  fmall  wicket,  which  for  fome  time  flop- 
ped the  purfuit;  the  people  ftorming  and  crying  out, 
"  where  is  the  villain,  where  is  he.?  if  we  catch  the  dog, 
"  we  will  teach  him  pity,  we  will  ftrip  his  fkin  over  his 
**  ears,  and  pound  him  in  a  mortar/' 

The  firit  houfe  that  felt  the  fire,  was  a  noble  and  mag- 
nificent ftructure,  that  belonged  to  one  of  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  taxes,  Hieronimo  Fetitias  by  name,  who  had 
acquired  a  large  Fortune  by  farming  the  tax  upon  corn. 
His  palace  was  one  of  the  moft  regular  buildings  in  Naples, 
and  fituated  in  the  quarter  of  Porto  Nuovo,  and  lay  con- 
tiguous to  the  houfes  of  the  lord  Mormili.  Hither  relbrt- 
ed  a  multitude  of  the  rabble,  carrying  dry  faggots  upon 
G  4        *  their 
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their  moulders,  and  lighted  torches  in  their  hands  :  they 
attacked  the  gates,  and  forcing  all  oppofition,  got  into 
the  houfe.     Every  room  was  fearched  and  rifled ;  and  all . 
the  furniture  was  thrown  out  of  the  windows  into  the' 
ftreet ;  confiding  of  filver  plate,  vaft  quantities  of  pewter 
and  brafs,  chairs,  tables,   carpets,  glafles,  tapeftries,  and 
houlhold- fluff  of  all  kinds :  they  broke  open  the  clofets 
and  chefts,  and  private  drawers  where  his   money  lay. 
Here  they  found  many  bags  of  gold  and  filver,  jewels, 
chains  and  bracelets  of  great  value.     All  was  thrown  out 
and  carried  into  the  publick  market-place  in  triumph,  and 
there  hurled  without  diftin&ion  into  a  huge  fire  made  for 
the  purpofe,  and  all  confumed  to  afhefc :  the  rabble  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  dancing  about  the  pile,  with  cla- 
marous  outcries  and  acclamations,  and  faying:  "  burn 
*  them  down  to  a  cinder :  thefe  goods  are  got  out  of  our 
"  heart's  blood ;  and  as  they  burn,  fo  may  the  fouls  and 
'«  bodies  of  thofe  blood-fuckers  who  own  them  fry  in 
"  the  fire  of  hell !" 

This  tragedy  being  ended,  the  rabble  ran  furioufly  to 
the  houfe  of  Felix  Bafil,  which  they  refolved  to  rifle  from 
the  top  to  the  bottom.  This  man  was  originally  of  a  mean 
extraction  and  employment ;  being  at  firft,  no  more  than 
a  poor  baker,  who  ufed  to  carry  his  bread  upon  his  fliould- 
er,  up  and  down  the  ftreets  of  Naples :  but  applying  him- 
lelf  with  great  dexterity,  to  publick  bufinefs  and  dealing 
m  the  funds,  he  acquired   immenfe  riches.     He   was  a 
great  favourite  of  the    viceroy's;  and  had  built  a  fine 
Soufe  near  the  Spirito  Santo,  where  he  lived  in  as  much 
fplendor  and  magnificence,  as  any  man  in  the  city.     The 
people  aflembled  about  the  gates  in  great  multitudes,  with 
lighted  torches  in  their  hands.     They  foon  made  an  en- 
trance ;  and  (tripping  the  rooms  as  they  went  along,  they 
threw  out  of  the  windows  and  balconies,  all  the  furniture, 
Loufhold-ftufF,  writings  and  books  that  were  of  great  va- 
lue :  there   were  thirty  two  trunks   hurled  out  into   the 
Jtreet  j  and  fome  of  them  burfting  open,  by  the  violence 
©f  the  fall,  there  were  difcovered  things  of  the  richeft  and 
moil  coftly    workmanfhip;    fuch  as   cloth  of  gold,  an4 
liflues,  the  flneft  embroideries,  and  noble  tapeftries,  which 
jcrfettly  aftouilhed  the  eyes  of  the  beholders,  but  yet 
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the  mob  was  fo  far  from  preferving  thefe  valuable  effects^ 
that  they  took  them,  with  a  cabinet  full  of  pearls,  and 
other  precious  ftones,  and  threw  them  into  a  pile,  to  alt 
which  they  fet  fire,  and  burnt  it  before  the  gate,  without 
(aving  fo  much  as  a  rag  upon  pain  of  death  ;  the  rabble 
all  the  while  dancing  about  the  flames,  with  the  loudeft 
outcries  and  acclamations. 

Thefe  dreadful  conflagrations  continued  for  the  fpace  of 
five  hours  without  intermimon.     And  when  there  was  no 
more  fuel  for  the  fire,  the  mob  drove  furioufly  towards  the 
houfe  of  Antonio  de  Angelis,  a  counsellor  of  flate,  who 
had-  been   elect  of  the  people,  in  the  time  of  Monterry. 
This  man,  to  his  misfortune,  had  joined  with  the  viceroy 
in  the  impofition  of  many  new  taxes,  and  was  violent  in 
putting  in  execution  the  laws  againft  fuch  as  were  back- 
ward in  paying  them.     He  had  frequently  been  admonifh- 
ed  by  his  friends,  to  fecure  his  goods,  and  ufe  all  poflible 
precautions  to  defend  his  palace  from  firing  :  but  he  was 
indolent  upon  the  occafion,  and  neglected  the  advice :  for 
it  feems,  the  day  before,  the  rabble  contented  themfelvet, 
with  forcing  and  carrying  away  one  of  his_  gates  ;  and  he 
thought  their  refentments  would  flop  here,  and   that  they 
would  attempt  no  further  violence  againft  him :  befides, 
his    exceeding  gravity,  and  the  veneration,  he  fuppofed 
was  due   to  a  gtntleman  of  the   long  robe,  he  thought 
would  be  a  protection  againft  future  ravage;  :  but  he  was 
miferably  miftaken  in  his  notions ;  and  his  unfortunate  de- 
ftiny  caft  a  mift  before  his  eyes :  for  the  rabble,  with  their 
ufual  fury,  aflembled   before  his  houfe;  furnifhed  with 
flaming  torches  and  blazing  faggots,  and  foon  forced  their 
way  through  the  doors.   This  palace  was  finely  furnifhed  ; 
and  the  pictures,  jewels  and  houfhold  goods  were  of  an 
immenfe  value  -,  which  inftead   of  inducing  their  regard, 
(erved  only  to  increafe  their  rage.     Thefe  things,  they 
cried,  were  the  blood  of  the  poor  people  of  Naples  :  and 
all  without  diftinction,  was  immediately  deftined  to  the 
fire.     Every  corner  of  the  houije  was  foon  in  a  blaze  :  no- 
thing was  left  unconfumed  :  and  what  was  the  more  to  be 
lamented,  the  pleas,  the  charters,  the  writings  and  pro- 
cefles  of  both  poor  and  wealthy  perfons,  that  were  com- 
mitted to  his  care,  beings  pleader  at  the  bar,  were  reduc- 
ed 
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ed  to  ames.  A  library,  confirming  of  a  choice  collection  of 
curious  books,  were  deftroyed ;  and  a  fine  cabinet  with 
many  thoufand  crowns,  was  thrown  into  the  flames.  Two 
rich  coaches,  four  beautiful  horfes,  and  two  mule$  were 
unmercifully  burnt:  and  to  inrage  the  fire,  the  people 
threw  bottles  of  oil-,  and  other  combuliibie  materials  into 
it,  which  made  them  fport  and  diverfion ;  and  they  danc- 
ed about  thefe  dreadful  ruins,  ,as  rf  they  had  been  cele- 
brating a  feftival.  In  the  pantry,  the  larder  and  kitchen, 
they  found  the  choiceft  provifions  of  all  forts  and  many 
large  jars  of  pickles,  and  chefts  of  fweetmeats,  which  were 
nil  confumed  ;  no  one  prefuming  to  fave  the  leaft  morfel 
for  his  own  ufe,  or  to  have  a  tafte  for  any  of  thefe  deli- 
cacies. We  have  already  taken  notice,  how  great  a  (hew 
of  dHcipline,  and  private  difintereftednefs,  was  kept  up  by 
the  mob,  in  thefe  terrible  defolations,  as  if  they  abhorred 
the  thoughts  of  fpoil  and  plunder  :  as  another  inftance  of 
which,  a  boy  having  taken  a  piece  of  bacon,  as  if  he  de- 
signed to  convey  it  away,  had  like  to  have  been  torn  to 
pieces,  and  with  much  ado  efcaped  with  his  life.  In  this 
havock,  there  was  above  ten  thoufand  crowns  of  good 
filver  deftroyed  ;  befides  vaft  quantities  of  plate  that  was 
double  gilt.  The  fire  of  this  houfe  was  fo  great,  that 
being  in  the  night-time,  it  enlightened  the  whole  place ; 
and  every  corner  of  the  ftreet  was  as  clear,  as  if  it  had 
been  noon -day. 

The  next  houfe  that  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  people's  fury, 
was  the  palace  of  Antonio  Mirabella,  another  pleader  at 
the  bar,  and  a  Neapolitan  cavalier  in  the  fuburb  of  Mayds. 
He  was  furprized  in  his  bed,  fo  fuddenly,  that  he  wa9 
forced  to  jump  out  at  a  back  window  in  his  fhirt ;  and  fo 
with  great  difficulty  made  his  efcape  $  for  a  mufket  ball 
»arrowly  miffed  him  as  he  fled.  However,  his  houfe  and 
all  his  rich  furniture  was  confumed  :  all  was  devoted  to 
the  voracious  Flames :  the  very  walls  were  pulled  down, 
and  fcarce  one  fton^  was  left  Handing  upon  another.  This 
fire  continued  above  three  hours. 

The  deftrudlion  that  follow'd  this,  was  a  magnificent 
houfe  of  Andrea  Anaclerio,  eledt  of  the  people.  He  was 
before  aflaulted  by  the  boys,  and  pelted  with  ftones.  But 
wifely  forefeeing  the  danger  that  was  like  to  enfue,  he 
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kad  removed  his  rich  furniture,  and  all  his  goods  of  va* 
lue ;  fo  that  the  mob,  breaking  violently  into  his  houfe, 
found  it  (tripped  ;  and  inraged  with  the  difappointmeht; 
they  inftantly  clapped  fire  to  the  four  corners,  and  imme- 
diately the  whole  building  was  in  a  flame,  which  raged 
horribly  for  fouT  hours  :  the  terror  and  rage  of  the  flames, 
perfeftly  aftoniihed  the  beholders:  but  the  fury  of  the 
prime  incendiaries  was  nothing  abated ;  and  the  building 
was  foon  levelled  with  the  very  ground. 

While  the  people  were  thus  employed  in  thefe  dreadful 
executions,  and  burning  the  pofleinons  of  the  publick 
thieves,  as  they  called  them,  the  viceroy  was  exceedingly- 
troubled  at  thefe  combuftions,  and  paflionately  defired,  by- 
all  poffible  means  to  appeafe  their  fury :  for  the  whole 
city  looked  like  a  continued  tratt  of  flames ;  and  nothing 
lefs  was  to  be  expe&ed  than  utter  ruin  and  devaluation. 
Methods  of  accommodation  were  confulted,  and  the  colla- 
teral council,  and  the  councils  of  ftate  and  of  war  advifed 
feriouily,  upon  thefe  fad  calamaties :  upon  the  whole, 
after  many  debates,  it  was  refolved  as  the  bell  expedient, 
that  his  excellency  fhould  command  four  regiments  of 
foot,  to  reinforce  that  body  that  was  already  placed  in 
defence  of  the  caftle  :  and  this  order  was  immediately  put 
in  execution. 

The  next  refolution  was,  that  a  legal  inftrument  fhould 
be  printed,  and  affixed  in  the  publick  places  of  the  city  ; 
which  fhould  abfolutely  aboliih  all  taxes  and  impofitions, 
and  a  general  pardon  be  fecured  to  the  offenders.  As  footx 
as  this  inftrument  was  publiftied,  it  was  lent  into  the  great 
market-place,,  that  the  populace  might  fee  and  read  it,  and 
fo  difperfe  and  return  to  their  obedience.  But  thefe  ex- 
pedients produced  no  good  effect ;  becaufe  the  pardon 
was  not  fo  fully  exprefs'd  as  to  fatisfy  the  people,  who 
were  afraid  of  an  after-reckoning,  if  the  conditions  and 
articles  were  not  perfectly  in  form,  or  could  have  been 
evaded  :  fo  that  all  was  undone  again,  and  the  treaty 
brcken  off.  This  difappointment  much  affected  the  vice- 
roy, who  refolved  if  poffible,  to  renew  the  treaty :  but, 
obferving  that  the  nobility  were  become  odious  to  the 
people,  and  had  he  made  ufe  of  their  mediation,  the  dii"~ 
.contents  would  rather  have  been  augmented  than  fupprefl- 
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td ;  he  therefore  thought  it  more  prudent  to  employ 
two  of  the  principal  favourites  of  the  populace,  in  whom 
he  could  entirely  confide;  and  to  this  end  he  fent  for 
Andrea  Martellone,  and  Onofico  Palma,  gentlemen  wh» 
were  judged  very  fuitable  for  the  purpoie,  and  after  hi* 
excellency  had  advifed  with  them  upon  the  prefent  pofture 
of  affairs,  he  recommended  the  whole  management  of  an 
accommodation  to  their  prudence  and  care;  and  having 
promifTed  them  great  rewards  in  cafe  they  fucceeded,  he 
gave  them  a  commiflion  and  full  power  to  treat. 

They  undertook  the  affair,  and  immediately  applied  to 
to  the  chief  leaders  of  the  tumult ;  and  with  all  the  arts 
of  addrefs  and  popularity,  recommended  to  them  the  ftudy 
of  peace  and  loyalty,  and  promifled  them,  a  full  indem- 
nity for  all  that  had  already  pafied :  but  thefe  popular 
orators  made  little  impreflion  upon  the  inraged  mob : 
therefore  they  inftantly  returned  to  the  viceroy,  and  told 
him  in  plain  terms,  "  That  it  was  impofiible  to  allay,  or 
**  put  an  end  to  the  diforders,  without  delivering  into  the 
"  hands  of  the  people,  the  original  charter  of  Charles  V. 
*'  which  contained  a  confirmation  of  their  privileges. '* 
His  excellency,  who  from  the  beginning,  had  omitted  no 
opportunity  of  healing  the  breaches,  refolvcd  to  gratify 
them  in  their  demands,  efpecially  in  this  point ;  and  with- 
out hefitation  ufed  his  utmoft  diligence,  to  fearch  into  the 
publick  records,  and  difcover  where  this  charter  of  privi- 
leges was  to  be  found.  To  this  end,  he  difpatched  fomc 
of  the  nobility,  and  the  elect  of  the  city,  attended  by 
don  Jofeph  Maria  Caraciolo,  a  Theatin,  a  perfon  of  great 
courage  and  learning,  and  refpetted  for  his  fmgular  piett- 
and  auftere  life ;  who  was  active  upon  all  occafions,  to 
fupprefs  thefe  feditions,  and  much  devoted  to  the  fervice 
and  intereft  of  his  king  and  country. 

While  the  minifters  of  the  government,  were  thus  fol- 
Iicitous  for  the  publick  peace,  Mafaniello,  as  the  general 
pf  the  mob,  was  iffuing  out  his  commifiioBS  to  fupporttke 
«lefe&ion.  He  fent  out  his  orders,  in  the  name  of  the 
people  of  Naples,  "  tixat  all  the  merchants,  and  the  feve- 
**  ral  companies  of  the  city,  mould  be  ready  with  com- 
"  pleat  arms,  at  an  hour's  notice,  for  the  recovery  of  the 
rt  publick  liberty.'"     JJeJaad  «bout  him  a  number  of  men, 
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as  a  body  guard,  and  a  train  of  well  appointed  horfemen 
followed  him.     With  thefe,  and  an  incredible  number  of 
the  rabble  on  foot,  he    marched  through  the  principal 
ftreets;  and  when  he  came  to  the  houfes  of  airy  fufpe&ed 
penbns,  of  what  quality  foever,  he  broke  in,  and  fearched 
for  arms  and  ammunition,  which  were  delivered  him  with 
an  ill  will  by  the  owners,  whether  nobility,  merchants  or 
officers  of  the  city.     By  this  method,  he  furnifhed  himfel£ 
and  his   followers  with  many  thoufands  of  harquebuzes, 
carbines,   mufkets,  piftols    and  other   fire-arms  :    and  a- 
mong  the  reft,  he  found  nine  pieces  of  artillery  which  2 
merchant  had   in  his  houfe ;  and  which  he  receiv'd  as  2 
pledge  from  the  government,  for  the  payment  of  fome 
thoufands  of  ducats.     He  took  feven  great  cannons  out  of 
a  fhip,  which  he  difarmed  in  the  Mole :  for  this  purpofe, 
he  was  furnifhed  with  a  new  galley,  well  provided,  and 
making  up  to  the  vefTel,  he  fent  a  fummons  to  the  captain, 
to  deliver  her  up  >  and  upon  refufal,  he  threatened  to  f  et 
her  on  fire :  the  officer,  preceiving.  it   was  to  no  purpofe 
to  refill,  furrendered  and    delivered  him  the  great  guns, 
which  were  placed  by  Maianiello,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
leading  ftreets  of  the  city.     He  had  his  emiflaries  in  all 
quarters,   who  brought  him  intelligence;  and  being  in- 
formed by  them,   that   Mazola,  a  Genoa  merchant,  had 
good  ftore  of  arms  in  his  houfe,  they  broke  open  the  gates, 
and  finding  4000  mufquets,  he  diftributed  them  among  the 
people,  efqecially  among  thofo  that  dwelt  in  the  quarters 
of  Santa  Maria  il  Parete.     After  he  and  his  mirmadons 
had  rifled  the  houfe,   they  clapped  lighted  torches  to  the 
four  corners,  and  confumed  it  down  to  the  foundation. 

The  good  archbifhop  being  greatly  affected  with  thefe 
fad  calamities,  and  finding  that  all  offers  of  accommoda- 
tion were  ineffectual,  and  that  the  commotions  advanc- 
ed every  hour  with  more  fury,  he  refolved  to  try  once 
more  what  imprefiion  the  reverenee,  and  folemnity  of  re  - 
ligion,  would  make  upon  the  people  :  and  to  that  end,  he 
ordered  a  general  proceffion,  in  which  he  would  aflift  him- 
felf,  accompanied  by  the  Theatins,  and  the  religious  of 
St.  Hierom,  of  the  congregation  of  the  Oratorio.  Hut 
not  being  certain  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  people, 
he  thought  it  convenient  to  found  their  inclinations,  be- 
.Nvmb.  VIII.  II  forfl 


58        fbe  RISE  and  FALL   of 

fore  he  executed  his  defign.     He  ufed  great  prudence  on 
this  occafion,  for  he  confidered,  that  when  the  religious 
went  in  proceflion  before  in  a  folemn  manner,  the  populace 
paid  little  or  no  regard  to  their  facred  rites ;  for  tho'  the 
defign  of  them  was,  as  they  faid,  very  commendable,  yet, 
they  had  at  prefent  other  bufinefs  upon  their  hands  of  the 
utmoft  concern  :   they  were   reforming  the   government 
and  abolifhing  the  taxes ;  fo  that  they  had  not  leifure  to 
follow  their  devotions:  and  befides  they  obferved,  that 
when  the  taxes  and  impositions  we  re-laid,  there  were  no 
proceflions  to  be  feen  then,   when  they  were  neceffary  to 
deprecate  the   divine  judgments ;  and  they  were  refolved 
they  fhould  have  none  of  thofe  ceremonies  now  the  im- 
pofitions  ware  going  to  be  put  down.     The  archbifhop 
was  informed  of  thefe  rumours,  but  nothing  difcouraged, 
he  fent  to  the  impofitors  of  St.  Paul  and  of  the  Apoftles, 
fcoth   which  belonged   to  Theatin  churches ;  and  defired 
they  would  apply  themfelves  to  the  populace,  and  take 
with  them  fome  of  the  fecular  priefts  of  the  greateft  birth 
and  eminence.     The  feculars  of  the  greateft  intereft  and 
authority,  were  don  Carlo  de  Bologna,  and  don  Diego  de 
Mendoza,  who  with  the  impofitors,  went  in  their  coaches 
with  great  gravity  to  the  piazza  of  the  great  market- 
place, to  obferve  the  humour  of  the  people  j  particularly 
to  perfuade  them,  if  poflible,   to  admit  of  a  proceflion, 
and  that  the  archbifhop  had  no  other  views,  than  the  fer- 
vice  and  fatisfa&ion  of  the  city.     Upon  applying  to  the 
mob,  thefe  venerable  interceflbrs  were  in  danger  of  being 
infuked :  but  the  heads  of  the  fedition    protected  their 
perfons  from   violence ;   withal  telling  them  pofitively, 
"'  that  they  did  not  difpute  the  zeal  of  the  archbifhop, 
**  to  ierve  and  aflift  them  in  the  recovery  of  their  liber - 
V  ties:  for  his  good  wiihes,  they  were  obliged  to  him  : 
*'  but  as  for  a  proceflion,  they  apprehended  it  not  at  all  pro- 
*'  per  at  that  time  ;  and  they  advifed  his  eminence,  by  all 
•'  means  to  defift  j  for  they  could  not  be  anfwerable  for 
"  the  confequences,  if  the  priefts,  or  the  religious  mould  re- 
14  ceive  any  violence,  or  had  their  perfons  or  characters 
"  injured :  the  multitude  was  in  a  ferment,  and  the  dig- 
"  nity  of  the  church  might  be  prophaned  in  times  of  fuch 
"  diftra&ion  :  the  city  was  full  of  araied-men,  with  no 
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«f  other  defigns,  faid  they,  but  the  publick  good;  and 
"  perhaps  mifchief  might  follow  :  therefore  they  prefent- 
"  ed  their  duty  to  his  eminence,  and  prayed,  that  inflead 
"  of  a  procefnon,  he  would  expofe  in  the  church,  the 
"  Holy  Hoik,  and  order  publick  orifons  for  forty  hours'* 
•  The  fathers  and  gentlemen  being  returned  to  the  cardi- 
nal archbifhop,  gave  him  an  account  of  their  difappoint- 
ment ;  related  to  him  what  they  propofed,  and  in  what 
manner  they  were  infulted:  and  therefore  his  eminence 
not  thinking  it  expedient  to  execute  his  firft  intentions  a- 
gainft  the  will  of  a  a  tumultuary  people ;  he  gave  orders 
to  the  faid  impofitors,  and  all  the  heads  ■  and  reclors  of 
churches,  as  well  fecular  as  regular,  that  the  blefled  facra- 
ment  mould  be  expofed,  and  prayers  offered  up  in  publick 
and  private,  to  implore  the  mercy  of  Heaven,  and  to  re- 
commend to  the  divine  Majefty,  the  deplorable  condition) 
of  the  city  and  kingdom  of  Naples.  And  this  was  per- 
formed every  day  with  great  devotion,  until  the  death  of 
Mafaniello. 

The  archbifhop  having  difpatched  thefe  feafonable  .or- 
ders, it  being  now  night,  his  eminence  repaired  to  Ca- 
ltelnovo,  to  confer  with  the  viceroy,  and  to  confult  whe- 
ther any  terms  of  accommodation  could  be  propofed,  that 
might  avert  the  calamities  with  which  the  city  was  threat- 
ened, and  give  fome  fatisfadlion  to  the  imaged  multitude ; 
who  had  been  fo  ufed  to  fire  and  cruelty,  that  they  Teemed 
to  delight  in  fuch  fights  and  executions,  and  therefore  all 
arts  of  condefcention  were  to  be  ufed,  to  foften  the  feroci- 
ty of  their  prefent  difpofitions,  and  bring  them  to  temper 
and  moderation  :  for  the  better  effecting  of  which,  this 
worthy  patriot  affociated  to  him,  the  apoitolical  nuncio, 
at  that  time  refiding  in  the  kingdom.  In  the  evening,  fe- 
deral perfons  of  quality,  and  gentlemen  of  trie  long  robe 
and  others,  retired  alio  to  Caftelnovoj  as  well  for  the 
greater  fafety  of  their  perfcns,  as  to  confult  with  the 
•  viceroy,  what  was  moft  prcper  to  be  done  in  the  prefer.* 
emergency. 

July  9.  The  rabble  were  fo  inflamed  with  riot,    and 

a  thirft  of  revenge,  that  (notwithftanding  the   care  are! 

vigilance  of  the  archbifhop,  and  other  worthy  patriots )  as 
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foon  as  the  day  began  to  dawn,  they  returned  to  their  old 
bufinefs,  cf  burning  and  deftroying  the  houfes  and  furni- 
ture of  the  farmers,  and  others  concerned  in  the  taxes. 
IN  otning  could  ftop  or  alleviate  the  fury  of  the  unbridled- 
mul' i:ade  ;  which,  like  an  impetuous  torrent,  bore  down 
all  oppofition,  fure,  wherever  it  directed  its  rapid  courfe,  to 
br:.g  ;.iin  and  defolation  along  with  it. 

It  would  be  two  tedious  as  well  as  difagreeable  to  enter 
upon  a  particular  defcription  of  all  the  fiery  executions 
that  happened  this  day:  enough  has  been  already  faid  on 
that  fubjeel,  to  give  the  readeV  a  juft  idea  of  the  rage  of 
an  exaiperated  populace.  However,  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  obferve,  that  thofe  cruelties,  (by  the  people  termed  juft 
revenges)  were  exercifed  upon  all  thofe  that  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  be  pricked  down  in  Mafaniello  s  lift.  Among 
thefe,  the  palace  of  Valensano,  a  farmer  of  the  tax  up- 
on corn,  was  the  firft  victim  that  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  rabble ;  in  the  rifling  of  which,  were  found 
two  coffers  filled  with  gold,  which,  by  the  command  of 
Mafaniello,  was  not  confumed  with  the  reft  of  the  precious 
moveables  found  there,  but  laid  in  bank,  to  ferve  as  oc* 
cafion  mould  require.  Another  thing  obfervable  is,  that 
In  the  midft  of  thefe  diftra&ions,  the  rioters  had  fo  great  a 
regard  to  religion,  that  having  found  in  the  young  duke 
©f  Caivano's  palace,  feveral  rich  and  valuable  pictures, 
among  which  were  iome  pieces  of  facred  hiftory ;  the 
profane  the/  burnt,  but  thefe  they  fent  to  feveral  churches 
to  be  there  fet  up,  'having  firft  divefted  them  ©f  the  molt 
coftlv  frames  and  jewels  that  adorned  them,  which  were 
thrown  into  the  common  heap  and  burnt  to  afties.  Lupra- 
no  indeed,  and  fome  other  partifans,  thinking  to  elude 
the  fury  of  the  rabble,  fent  all  their  goods  and  rich  effects 
into  the  monaftery  of  the  nuns  of  the  Conception,  and 
ether  religious  houfes :  but  Mafaniello  having  notice  of  it, 
fent  exprefs  orders  to  the  faid  monafteries,  to  deliver  up 
*all  the  faid  goods  in  their  pofleflion,  upon  pain  of  firing. 
They  not  daring  to  refufe,  brought  out  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  rich  moveables  of  all  forts,  which  were  im- 
mediately thrown  ifiio  a  gre?.t  fire,  and  confumed  in  the 
$?.n»es, 
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In  the  mean  time,  andwhilft  the  people  were  glutting 
their  rage  with  deftru&ion,  the  two  original  charters  of 
privileges,  granted  by  Charles  V.  and,  king  Ferdinand, 
were  found,  and  brought  to  the  viceroy,  by  the  chief 
elect  of  the   nobles,    and   don   Guifeppe   Caracciolo,    a 
Theatin,  who  had  took  abundance  of  pains  in  fearching 
for  them-     This  was  a  fair  opportunity  to  put-  an  end  to 
the  commotions.     But  the  viceroy  was  dilatory,  and  ir- 
refolute  in  the  bufinefs ;  and  contented  himi'elf,  with  fend^ 
ing  the  archbifhop  to  aflure  the  people,  that  he  would 
fhortly  relieve  them  according  to  their  defire.     The  peo- 
ple finding  that  the  treaty  of  accommodation  went  on  but 
flowly,  and    apprehending  from   thefe   delays,    that  the 
viceroy  was  not  fincere  in  his  intentions,  refolved  to  make 
themfelves  matters  of  the  convent  and  tower  of  St.  Lau- 
rence ;  not  only  becaufe  they  feared  its  iituation,  from 
whence  their  quarters  in  the  market-place,  might  be  mo- 
leiled  by  cannon -mot ;  but  becaufe  it  was  the  arienal  of  the 
city  ;  and  by  fecuring  to  themfelves  this  place,  they  mould 
be  provided  with  arms  and  ammunition.     They  had  madr. 
an  attack  upon  it  the  Sunday  before  ;  but  being  then  only 
few  in  number,  and  meeting  with  a  vigorous  opposition 
from  fome  banditti,  who  were  in  the  belfrey,  they  were 
forced  to  withdraw :  but  now  the  cafe  was  altered  ;  for 
a  body  of  about  1 0,000  men  in  arms,  having  iurrounded 
the  monaftery,  drew  up  in  battalia,  and  made  themfelves 
ready  for  an  aiTault,  by  placing  two  large  pieces  of  ord- 
nance, which  they  had  brought  with   tiiem,  oppofite  tea 
the  tower,  in  order  to  batter  it  down. 

The  friars  feeing  thefe  preparations  for  a  fiege,  were 
filled  with  fear  and  amazement :  they  no  fooner  heard  a. 
difcharge  of  fmall  arms,  and  perceived  lighted  faggots/ 
ready  for  execution,  but  they  forfook  the  convent  and 
took  to  their  heels  ;  leaving  only  behind  them,  fome 
novices,  a  few  gentlemen,  and  60  Spaniards  fent  thither 
the  evening  before  by  the  viceroy,  who  lurrendered  up- 
on condition  of  having  their  lives  and  cloathing  granted 
them.  The  people  were  wonderfully  pleaied  at  zni±  fuc- 
cefs  ;  and  immediately  ruhYd  into  the  convent,  and  having 
fecured  all  the  fmall  arms,  and  eighteen  pieces  of  ord- 
nance, that  were  there  laid  up  for  t^e  feivicc  of  the  city  ; 

the 


62         The  RISE  and  FALL  of 

the  former  were  diftributed  among  the  rabble,  and  the  lat- 
ter planted  in  the  different  quarters  and  flreets,  and  a 
fufficient  number  of  men  appointed  to  attend  and  guard 
them. 

All  this  was  done  by  MafanieUVs  fpecial  dire&ion ;  who> 
at  the  fame  time  ordered  the  alarm  bell  to  ring,  as  well 
to  publilh  the  vittory  he  had  obtained,  as  to  make  the 
citizens  rife  in  arms,  and  increafe  his  numbers ;  folemnly 
protefting,  that  he  had  no  defign  to  incite  the  people  to 
rebellion,  but  only  to  make  them  ready  to  Hand  in  de- 
fence of  their  rights  and  liberties.  And  to  make  his  in- 
tentions yet  more  evident,  he  ordered  the  ftandard  of  Spain, 
together  with  the  enfigns  of  the  city,  to  be  fet  up  on  the 
top  of  the  fteeple. 

About  this  time  Mafaniello  having  information  given 
him  by  his  fcouts,  that  fome  Spanifh  forces,  that  were 
quartered  in  the  neighbouring  villages,  were  making  to- 
wards Naples,  he  detached  a  party  to  meet  them ;  who, 
after  having  difarmed  them,  fentthem  back  to  their  former 
flations ;  whilft  he  himfelf  marched,  at  the  head  of  a  con- 
fiderable  body,  to  Hop  the  progrefs  of  600  Germans,  that 
were  fent  from  Capua,  by  the  governor  of  that  city,  to 
iucccour  the  viceroy.  But  upon  the  approach  of  Mafa- 
niello, they  laid  down  their  arms,  without  offering  to 
make  the  lead  refiftance  ;  and  furrendering  themfelves, 
ihey  were  led  into  the  city,  where  the  fifherman  ufed 
them  fo  well,  that  they  went  up  and  down  the  ftreets, 
crying  long  live  the  moft  faithful  people  of  Naples. 

The  people  in  the  mean  time,  were  making  diligent 
learch  in  the  archives  of  St.  Laurence,  for  the  Original 
charters  of  Charles  V.  and  king  Fardinand.  But  it  being 
impoflible  for  them  to  find  'em  there,  they  grew  more 
•furious  than  ever ;  committing  many  outrages,  and  firing 
all  the  goods  and  furniture  of  value  they  could  meet  with 
in  the  convent ;  which  the  viceroy  being  informed  of, 
and  finding  he  could  by  no  means  appeafe  them,  without 
producing  the  faid  originals,  he  fent  for  the  archbifhop, 
and  delivering  them  into  his  hands,  together  with  a  ratifi- 
cation of  the  privileges  therein  contained,  defired  them  to 
go  to  the  market-pUcc,  a*d  fhew  then*  to  the  people. 

The 
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The  good  archbilhop,  having  the  original  charters  in- 
his  Poffeflion,  made  no  doubt  but  he  mould  foon  quiet  the* 
rabble,  and  put  an  end  to  the  troubles.  Pleafed  With 
this  thought,  he  loft  no  time,  but  went  direttly  to  the 
market-place,  where  he  was  received  with  a  great  deal  of 
refpett  and  honour  by  the  mob,  who  always  had  a  great 
veneration  for  this  reverend  prelate.  From  thence  he  went 
to  the  church  of  our  bleffed  lady  of  Carmine,  followed  by 
vail  numbers  of  people  :  and  holding  out  the  charters  i* 
his  hand,  he  told  them,  "  he  hoped  they  would  now  be 
"  fatisfied  ;  for  he  had  brought  them  the  original  charters,. 
"  which  they  fo  much  infilled  upon,  with  a  confirmation 
"  of  all  their  privileges  under  his  excellency's  hand  and 
"  feal."  And  they  being  at  his  eminence's  defire  read 
aloud,  the  moll  fenfible  part  of  the  people  were  tranf- 
ported  with  joy,  at  the  profpeft  of  fo  many  benefits  they 
were  going  to  enjoy,  and  already  began  to  return  thanks 
to  divine  providence,  for  bringing  their  unhappy  diffrac- 
tions to  a  happy  conclufion.  But  the  majority  of  the  rab- 
ble, having  before  been  impofed  upon,  flill  fufpedling  the, 
charters  to  be  fpurious,  and  that  the  archbifhop  might  de- 
ceive them,  as  the  duke  of  Mataloni  and  the  prior  of 
Rocella  had  done  before,  began  to  murmur;  fome  of 
them  having  the  infolence  to  alk  his  eminence,  "  If  he 
"  came  alfo  to  deceive  them  ?n  To  this  the  archbifhop, 
who  was  defirous  at  any  rate,  to  procure  peace  to  his 
defolate  country,  anfwered  in  the  moll  mild  and  gentle 
terms,  and  endeavoured  by  all  the  arts  of  eloquence  and 
perfuafion,  to  diffipate  their  doubts  and  convince  them  of 
their  error :  he  allured  them  in  the  moll  folemn  manner, 
that  the  charters  were  genuine ;  and  proteiled,  "  That 
*'  he  Was  fo  far  from  any  defign  of  impofing  upon  them, 
*'  that  he  fhould  think  himfelf  happy,  if,  with  the  lofk 
"  of  his  own  life,  he  could  appeafe  the  tumult,  and  gra- 
"  tify  all  their  wifhes."  At  the  fame  time,  addreiiing 
himfelf  to  Mafaniello,  "  My  dear  fon  (fays  he)  I  do  ai- 
"  fure  you,  that  thefe  charters  are  the  very  fame  that  the 
"  emperor  Charles  V.  and  king  Ferdinand  figned  and 
**  fealed  with  their  own  hands :  I  do  not  however  defire 
*'  you  to  rely  on  my  bare  word,  but  rather  advife  you, 
"  to  put  them  k>to  the  hands  of  fome  fkilful  perfon,  to 

**  peruke 
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*l  perufe  them,  whilft  I  ftay  here,  and  let  him  make  hi3 
"  report  to  the  people.1' 

(<  My  lord,  replied  Mafaniello,  I  have  no  reafon  to 
"  call  in  queftion  your  eminence's  honour  and  goodnefs, 
"  which  have  been  fo  manifeft  upon  all  occafions :  I'll 
"  be  bound  for  your  eminence ;  for  I  am  fully  perfuaded, 
•?  that,  like  a  tender  fhepherd,  you  have  no  other  view 
"  in  the  trouble  you  take  upon  you  than  the  welfare  and 
**  tranquility  of  your  flock  :  but  for  the  further  fatif  - 
"  faction  of  the  people,  I'll  do  as  your  eminence  advifes." 
And  accordingly,  having  fent  for  Julio  Genovino,  the 
charters  were  delivered  to  him  in  order  to  be  examined, 
who,  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  declared  them  to  be 
the  true  originals  defir'd.  But  fomc  of  the  rabble  under- 
flanding  from  their  leader,  that  the  inftrument,  by  which 
the  viceroy  confirm'd  the  charters  of  privileges,  was  not  fo 
full  as  they  expected,  and  fearing  they  might  Hill  be  brought 
to  an  after-reckoning,  they  cried  out  one  and  all,  "  That 
"  it  fignified  little,  whether  the  charters  were  original  or 
*'  not,  fo  long  as  the  viceroy's  ratine  ation  of  them  was 
*'  lame  and  imperfect;  and  therefore  infilled  that  articles 
"  pf  capitulation  mould  be  drawn  up  by  fome  of  their 
"  body,  which  they  required  mould  be  fign'd  by  the  vice- 
*\  roy,  and  the  feveral  councils  and  tribunals  of  the  king- 
"  dom."  The  cardinal  archbifhop  was  aftonifh'd  at  this 
demand ;  but  however,  told  them,  "  he  would  fend  word 
u  to  the  viceroy,  to  know  his  pleafure  therein  :  accord- 
ingly, his  eminence  difpatch'd  one  of  the  gentlemen  of 
his  chamber,  to  the  cattle,  to  inform  his  excellency  with 
the  people's  pretentions.  The  viceroy,  prudently  confi- 
dering,  that  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  contend  with  force  ; 
and  being  defirous  to  fee  the  troubles  at  an  end,  refolv'd 
to  put  as  good  a  face  upon  it  as  he  could  ;  and  therefore 
returned  an  anfwer  in  writing,  to  the  archbifhop's  menage, 
iignifying  his  agreement  to  the  propofal ;  and  withal  de- 
iiring  his  eminence,  "  to  let  the  mod  faithful  people  know, 
*  that  whatever  articles  they  fhould  draw  up,  mould  not> 
"  only  be  figned  as  they  defir'd,  but  that  they  would  get 
them  ratified  as  foon  as  poffible  by  the  king  of  Spain. 

The  archbifhop  having  communicated  the  viceroy's  an- 
fwer to  the  people,  it  was  fome  time  before  they  coirid 
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determine  who  to  fix  upon,  to  draw  up  the  articles  of  ca- 
pitulation :  after  much  cavil  and  difpute,  they  at  length 
pitchM  upon  Genovino  to  be  the  man ;  and  that  the  articles 
fhould  be  read  publickly  the  next  morning  in  the  great 
market-place,  before  they  were"  laid  before  the  viceroy. 
'Tis  faid,  that  one  of  the  articles  propofed  by  the  rabble, 
was,  that  the  caftle  of  St.  Elmo  mould  be  deliver'd  into 
the  people's  poffefiion  ;  and  that  Mafaniello  feemed  to  ap- 
prove the  motion,  upon  which  Genovino  (who  had  been 
won  Over  by  the  fectet  promifes  of  the  viceroy)  flood  up- 
and  declared,  "  that,  altho'  the  people  might  legally  take 
4i  up  arms  to  maintain  and  defend  their  rights  and  privi- 
*'  leges,  purfuant  to  the  determination  of  Pifanello,  and 
*}  feveral  other  the  moft  learned  doctors  of  laws,  in  the 
4<  year  1 547  ;  yet  could  they  not  infift  upon  the  caille  of 
*.'  of  St.  Elmo's  being  put  into  their  hands,  without  in- 
*'  earring  the  imputation  of  rebellion.  At  the  word  re- 
■!  bellion,  Mafaniello,  who  had  always  protefted,  that  his 

V  only  defign  was,  to  make  off  the  cruel  yoke  of  taxes, 
"  and  not  his  allegiance  to  the  king  of  Spain,  deftYd, 
Cl.  that  no  more  might  be  faid  about  it,  and  that  he  had 
*i    rather  die,    than  give  his  confent  to  a  demand,    that 

V  mould  make. him  pais  for  a  rebel.1' 

This  was  no  fmail  proof  of  GcrioVino's  influence  upon 
the  people  ;  to  oblige  them  to  give  up  an  article  which 
would  have  been  fo  prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  Spain, 
and  To  advantageous  to  the  Neapolitans.  But  he  ^ave  a 
further  evidence  of  his  credit,  in  caufmg  Ciccio  Arpaja,,- 
his  antient  and  intimate  frirnd,  who  had  been  f?.:i  My 
condemned  to  the  gallies,  for  being  concern'd  with  him  in 
the  confpiracy  againft  the  nobility,  in  the  duke  cf  Ofiuna'* 
time,  to  be  made  cled  of  the  people.  This  election  was 
propofed  by  Mafaniello,  and  approved  of  by  the  rabble, 
who,  feeing  with  what  zeal  this  retailer  of  Sfti  acted  for 
the  publick  good,  unanimoufly  voted  Arpaja  into  that  e- 
minent  ftation. 

The  archbifhop,  who  had  been  ever  fince  the  mornm 
in  the  church  of  Carmine,  perceiving  that'  every  thing 
concurr'd  to  bring  their  disputes  to  a  final  accommodation, 
retired  very  late  to  his  palace  ;  having  firft  obtain'd  a  pro- 
*iife  of  Mafaniello,  "  not  to'executc  Ms.  defign,  of  fifing 
Numb,  IX,  I  "  tha: 
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"  that  night,  thirty-fix  houfes  of  perfons  of  quality  ;M 
among  which  were  the  palaces  of  the  duke  of  Mataloni ; 
the  prior  of  Rocella  his  kinfman  ;  Don  Ferrant  Carraciolo ; 
Don  Carlos  Spinello  ;  Carlos  Brancaccio  ;  Cornelius  Spi- 
nola ;  the  vifitor-general ;  and  the  prince  of  Cellamare, 
chief  poll-mailer  of  the  kingdom.  And  in  this,  the  good 
archbifhop  gave  an  illuflrious  example  of  chriftian  charity 
and  forgivenefs  :  for  the  perfons  beioremention'd,  had  all 
of  them  been  principally  concernM,  in  the  tumult  that  hap- 
penned  the  year  before,  at  the  proceflion  of  the  reliques 
of  St.  Genarro  the  patron  of  Naples,  in  which  his  emi- 
nence received  many  grofs  .affronts  and  abufes. 

July  10.  Next  morning  early,  Mafaniello  made  a  ge- 
neral review  of  the  people  throughout  the  city  of  Naples; 
wherein  were  found  1 1 4,000  men  under  arms,  befides  a 
great  number  of  citizens  who  were  not  inrolled.  In  the 
mean  time,  his  eminence  the  cardinal  archbifhop  Filoma- 
rino  waited  upon  the  viceroy  ;  and  in  a  long  and  private 
conference,  gave  him  an  account  of  his  negotiation  the 
preceding  day.  From  thence  he  went  to  the  great  market 
place,  to  be  prefent  at  the  reading  of  the  treaty  of  accom- 
modation, before  the  afTembly  of  the  people. 

There  were  now  great  hopes  of  feeing  the  diflra&ions 
foon  at  an  end.  The  rabble,  fatisfied  with  the  vengeance 
they  had  taken,  and  dazzled  by  the  profpeft  of  fo  many' 
immunities  and  privileges  they  were  on  the  point  of  en- 
joying, relaxed  of  their  former  fury,  and  began  to  wifh 
earneftly  for  peace.  But  a  fatal  and  unexpected  accident 
intirely  ruined  thefe  good  difpofuions,.  and  blew  up  the 
flames  of  difcord  to  a  greater  height  than  ever. 

Jull  at  the  very  time,  when  the  market-place,  as  well 
as  the  church  and  convent  of  Carmine,  were  crowded  with 
an  infinite  multitude  of  people,  who  all  waited  with  im- 
patience, to  learn  the  iuccefs  of  the  negotiation;  about 
500  banditti,  well  armed  and  mounted,  came  into  the 
market-place, .  where  they  were  received  with  great  de« 
monftrations  of  joy,  upon  their  declaring,  that  they  had 
keen  fent  for  by  Domenico  Perrone,  and  were  come  for 
the  fervice  of  the  moll  faithful  people.  As  foon  as  Mafa- 
nieUo  faw  them,  he  thanked  them  for  their  good  wiH  ;- 

and 
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and  defiring  them  to  alight,  appointed  them  different 
quarters  of  the  city,  where  they  mould  expect  his  Further 
orders  afoOt:  upon  which,  Perrone  told  him,  he  judged 
it  much  more  proper,  to  affign  them  a  feparate  Handing  to 
themfelves,  and  by  no  means  to  difmount  them  ;  becaufe, 
being  on  horfeback,  they  would  be  much  readier  to  aflifl: 
him  in  cafe  of  neceflity :  to  this  Mafaniello  replied,  that 
it  was  altogether  unneceflary,  and  that  they  would  be  as 
ferviceable  to  him  on  foot  as  on  horfeback.  But  Perrone 
warmly  infilling  upon  their  ferving  mounted,  and  in  a 
body,  without  being  able  to  alledge.  any  good  reafon  for 
it,  Mafaniello  began  to  fufpect  fome  dark  bufinefs  was  in 
hand  j  and  therefore  peremptorily  commanded  the  Bandit- 
ti to  go  afopt  to  the  quarters  he  afligned  them,  and  not 
to  ftir  an  inch  without  his  order.  He  had  no  fooner  fpoke 
but  a  muiket  was  fired  off;  which  Mafaniello  looking 
upon  as  the  fignal  of  fome  mifchief,  cried  out,  treafon, 
treafon,  there's  a  plot  on  foot ;  when  immediately  five 
mufkets  more  were  fired  upon  him,  by  fome  of  the  ban- 
ditti, who  had  hid  themfelves  among  the  crowd  that  fur- 
rounded  him :  and  though  a  bullet  or  two  came  fo  near 
to  him,  as  to  finge  his  fhirt,  yet  he  received  not  the  leaft 
hurt.  The  people  feeing  their  general  alive,  and  without 
harm,  cried  out  one  and  all,  that  God  and  the  lady  of  Carr 
mine  had  protected  Mafaniello ;  and  that  this  miraculous 
deliverance  of  his  perfon,  was  a  manifeft  token  that  they 
approved  of  his  undertaking :  and  faying  fo,  they  feH 
without  mercy  upon  the  banditti ;  and  having  killed  thirty 
of  them  upon  the  fpoti  they  purfued  the  reft  into  the 
church  and  convent  of  Carmine,  whither  they  had  run 
for  refuge.  Nor  could  the  holinefs  of  the  place  fecure 
them  from  the  people's  rage ;  who,  in  an  inftant,  turned 
it  into  a  fcene  of  blood  and  cruelty.  Nothing  was  to  be 
heard  on  all  fides,  but  the  piercing  cries  of  the  wounded, 
who,  whilft  they  were  calling  for  confeffors,  met  with  the 
ftroke  of  death.  Two  of  them  were  flain  at  the  foot  off 
the  great  altar  ;  and  another  under  the  very  feat  where 
the  archbifhop  was,  and  whither  he  had  betaken  himfelf 
to  avoid  this  bloody  riot.  In  fhort,  the  whole  pavement 
was  foon  covered  with  llaughtered  bodies  ;  among  which 
were  Domenico  Perrone  andGregorio  Perroae*  the  former 
I  2  having 
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having  loft  his  life,  for  being  an  accomplice  in  the  conspi- 
racy, and  the  latter,  only  for  being  brother  to  the  former. 
Capt.  Antino  Groflb  loft  his  lifealfo,  having  firft  declared, 
"  that  the  banditti  had  been  fer.t  by  the  duke  of  Mataloni 
"  and  don  Pepe  CarafFa  his  brother,  to  revenge,  by  the 
"  death  of  Maianiello,  the  infults  he  had  received  from  the 
"  rabble :  that  Domenico  Perrone  was  privy  to  the  plot : 
4*  and  that  fevcral  troops  more  of  banditti  were  to  come 
"  into  the  city  at  the  clofe  of  day  ;  who,  favoured  by  the 
"  night,  and  the  confufion  which  the  death  of  Mafaniello 
"  (which  they  looked  upon  as  inevitable)  mull  neceffarily 
**  create,  were  to  fall  fuddenly  upon  the, people,  and  cut 
**  them  into  pieces." 

Some  authors  who  have  written  of  the  revolutions  of 
Naples,  have  affirmed,  that  Perrone,  Groflb,  and  others, 
depofcd  before  they  died, ."  that  the  market-place  and  the 
"  convent  of  Carmine  were  undermined  j  and  that  1 5,000 
"  pounds  of  gun-powder  had  been  conveyed  under  ground, 
"  in  order  to  blow  them  up,  at  a  certain  hour  of  the 
■•  evening,  when  they  mould  be  moft  crowded  with  peo- 
*'  pie  ;  by  which,  'twas  computed  that  upwards  of 
4C  150,000  fouls  muft  have  perifhed  in  the  mock  :  that 
"  thofe  whom  the  flames  fhotld  fpare,  were  to  be  put  to 
*•  the  fword,  as  well  by  the  banditti  who  were  already 
M  entered  the  city ,  as  by  feveral  companies  more,  who 
*'  were  appointed  to  join  them  in  the  evening,  by  order 
*'  of  the  duke  of  Mataloni  and  don  Pepe  Caratfa,  the 
"principal  authors  of  the  confpiracy."  But  whoever 
ftri&ly  examines  thefe  things  will  find,  that  they  are  not 
only  falfe  in  fa£l,  but  even  abfurd  and  inconfiftent  with 
reafon.  For,  it  is  certain  that  Perrone  was .  abfolutely  in- 
capable of  making  thefe  depofitions  ;  for  the  rabble,  when 
they  found  him  hid  in  the  convent,  (where  he  had  betaken 
himfelf  as  foon  as  he  perceived  the  banditti  had  mifcarried 
in  their  attempt)  killed  him  outright,  and  cut  off  hi*  head, 
without  giving  him  fo  much  as  time  to  fpeak  one  word  : 
»either  is  there  any  reafonable  man,  who  can  fuppofe,  that 
in  lefs  than  twenty  four  hours,  and  at  a  juncture,  when 
the  fuipicious  rabble  were  always  upon  their  guard,  the 
confpirators  could  have  found  means  to  dig  (o  many 
mines,  and  ftow.  them  with  fuch  vaft  quantities  of  powder 

without 
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without  being  perceived.  Not  but  I  am  very  fenfible  that 
thefe  pretended  depositions,  however  talfe  and  ridiculous, 
were  palmed  upon,  and  credited  by  the  ignorant  rabble, 
and  even  countenanced  by  Mafaniello ;  who,  to  give  the 
better  colour  to  an  imposture,  that  ferved  fo  well  to  in- 
flame the  people's  relent  aeut  and  hatted  againft  the  no- 
bility, contented  himtelf  witn  inflicting  no  other  punilh- 
jnent  on  one  or  two  of  the  banditti,  than  perpetual  banifh- 
ment ;  upon  pretence,  that  they  had  made  the  fore-men- 
tionec':,  and  other  important  discoveries. 

The  rabble  had  foon  pat  to  death  i  50  of  the  banditti ; 
and  having  dragged  their  carcafes- through  all  the  ftreets 
and  kennels  of  the  city,  they  brought  their  heads  to  Mafa* 
niello,  who  commanded  them,  togt;.her  with  thofe  of 
Perrone,  and  his  brother,  to  be  fixtkl  upon  poles  in  the 
middle  of  the  great  market-place  :  and  this  order  was  exe- 
cuted accordingly. 

One  might  have  imagined  that  the  fpUling  of  fo  much 
blood,  would  at-tone  for  the  greateft  inhumanity,  and  that 
the  people,  after  having  facrifked  fo  many  lives  to  theif 
juft  refentments,  would  have  now  relented  and  gone  no 
further.  But  Mafaniello,  efteeming  his  work  but  half 
complcated,  fo  long  as. he  had  not  in  his  power  the  duke 
of  Mantaioni  and  don  Pepe  CarafFa,  ufed  his  utmoft  en- 
deavours to  find  out  the  place  where  they  lay  concealed  ; 
being  fully  determined  to  glut  his  revenge  with  the  death 
of  two  brothers,  who  had  confpired  againft  his  life.  To 
this  end,  he  ordered  feveral  companies  of  horfe  and  foot, 
to  go  in  fearch  of  the  reft  of  the  confpiratort,  who  had 
fled  to  feveral  churches  and  monafteries  for  the  benefit  of 
protection  ;  but  more  efpecially,  in  Santo  Maria  de  la  no- 
va, where  he  was  informed,  that  don  Pepe  CarafFa,  and 
the  Prior  of  Rocella  had  alfo  betaken  themfelvei  to  avoid, 
ifpoffible,  the  fury  of  an  enraged  populace. 

Juft  as  the  companies  were  difpofing  themfelves  to 
march,  or  rather  to  fly,  where  their  general's  commands 
and  their  own  animofities  led  them,  advice  was  brought 
to  Mafaniello,  that  the  duke  of  Mataloni  was  ac  St.  Efrcm, 
which  is  a  church  belonging  to  the  Capuchin  friars.  The 
generaliiiimo  was  mightily  pleas'd  at  this  news;  and  re- 
viving not  to  lofe,  for  want  of  fufficient  force,  this  op- 
portunity 
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portunity  of  getting  into  his  power,  an  enemy  to  whom 
he  bore  a  moft  inveterate  hatred,  he  added  a  frefh  fupply 
to  the  former  detachment,  which  togtther  made  up  a  body 
of  4,000  men  all  armed ;  and  difpatched  them  to  St.  Efrem, 
with  poflitive  orders,  to  bring  the  duke  to  him  alive  or  dead. 
But  the  duke,  having  timely  notice  of  their  march  by  a 
fpy,  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  his  efcape  in  a  friar's 
weeds,  and  got  fafe  out  of  the  city,  where  he  took  horfe, 
and  made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  Benevento. 

The  mob  being  come  to  St.  Efrem,  and  finding  them- 
felves  difappointed,  fent  feveral  ways  after  him,  in  hopes 
to  overtake  him :  but  their  purfuit  was  in  vain ;  for  being 
well  mounted,  he  had  made  fuch  fpeed,  that  they  could 
get  no  ty dings  of  him.  Upon  which,  they  bend  their 
courfe  towards  the  monaftery  of  Santa  Maria,  where  Don 
Pepe  CarafFa,  and  the  prior  of  Rocella  had  retir'd  ;  who, 
next  to  the  duke  of  Mataloni,  were  the  principal  objects 
of  the  people's  rage  and  indignation.  As  the  blood-thirfty 
rabble  went  in  purfuit  of  thefe,  they  met  fome  of  the  duke's 
pages  and  other  domefticks,  whofe  unlucky  fate  had  brought 
in  their  way,  and  whom,  without  having  any  regard  to 
their  innocence  or  their  prayers,  they  murder'd  every  one 
upon  the  fpot.  This  tragedy  being  ended,  with  all  pofhble 
hafte,  they  continued  their  march  to  Santa  Maria,  where  the 
prior  of  Rocella,  who  forcfaw  the  approaching  danger, 
was  exorting  his  brother  Don  Pepe  "  to  forfake  the  con- 
"  vent,  and  fly  with  him  to  fome  place  of  greater  faftey  :  " 
But  he,  over- ruled  by  his  hard  defiiny,  and  imagining  him - 
ielf  as  fafe  there  as  in  any  other  place,  refuted  to  go : 
-whereupon  the  prior  told  him  that  fince  he  was  refolved, 
he  wifh'd  him  a  happy  deliverance  ;  and  after  a  ihort  em- 
brace, with  tears  in  his  eyes,  he  took  his  leave.  Scarce 
was  the  prior  gone,  when  the  furious  rabble  furprized  the 
place  ;  and  burning  open  the  gates,  ruftied  into  the  mo- 
naftery, ft  ripping  and  examining  every  room  and  corner 
©f  it  one  after  another.  Don  Pepe  being  now,  though 
too  late,  fenfible  of  his  miftake  and  of  the  danger  that 
tjhreatned  him,  fecreted  himfelf  in  the  moft  retired  part  of 
the  monaftery,  from  whence  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  viceroy, 
informing  him  with  the  ftraights  he  was  put  to*  and  re- 
letting his  exelleacy,  to  command  a  cannon  or  two  to  be 

fired 
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fired  without  fhot  upon  the  mob,    only  to  frighten  them 
and  make  them  difperfc,  whilft  he  mould  attempt  an  e- 
fcapc.     This  letter  lie  delivered  into  the  hands  of  a  Secular 
prieft,  a  confident  of  his,  promifing  him  "  a  great  reward, 
M  if  he  could  but  convey  it  to  the  caftle."     But  as  ill-luck 
would  have  it,   the  prieft  was  ftopp'd  as  he  was  going  out, 
and  ftrictly  fearched  by  the  rabble,  who,  finding  the  letter 
in  one  of  his  (hoes,    difpatch'd  him  upon  the  fpot  and 
went  in  queft  of  CarafFa,  who,  they  were  now  pofitiveljr 
aflured,  was  within.     This  unfortunata  man,   feeing  him- 
felf  fo  clofely  purfued,  and  knowing,   that  the  greatell  fa- 
vour he  could  expect  from  the  unmerciful  populace,    was 
prefent  death,  relblved  to  make  another  pulh  for  his  life  : 
and  to  this  purpofe,  having  firft  changed  his  habit,  he  threw 
himfelf  out  of  a  back-window,  from  whence  he  flole  int» 
a  houfe  hard  by  the  convent,  and  hid  himfelf  under  a  bed. 
But  his  reprieve  was  but  very  fhort ;  for  wether  he  was 
feen  to  go  in,  or  whether  ( as  fome  fay,  and  is  very  likely) 
a  woman  that  lived  there,  discovered  him  to  the  people  in, 
hopes  of  a  recompence,    he  was  foon  found  out  by  the 
mob,  and  dragg'd  into  the  ftreet :  where,  after  he  was  co 
ver'd  over  with  wounds,  one  Michel  d$  Sanctis,  a  butcher's 
fon,  cut  of  his  head  with  a  chopping-knife. 

The  Joy  of  the  rabble  was  as  great  upon  this  qccafion, 
as  if  they  had  obiained  fome  fignal  victory .  They  fixed 
the  head  of  Caraffa  upon  a  pike,  and  bore  it  in  triumph 
to  the  market-place,  (the  body  being  dragg'd  through  the 
kennels  after  it)  crying  as  they  went  along,  "  thus  may 
"  all  thofe  perifli,  that  are  traitors  to  the  moft  faithful  people." 
The  head  was  prcfented  to  Mafaniello,  who  taking  it  in- 
to one  hand,  and  ftriking  it  feveral  times  with  a  cane  which 
he  held  in  the  other,  made  a  fpeech  to  it,  wherein  he  up- 
braided Caraffa  with,  the  pride  and  cruelty  which  he  had 
tfiewn  upon  feVeral  occafions,  as  tho1  he  had  been  ftill  li~: 
ving.  This  ill  judg'd  reproof  being  ended,  Mafaniello 
ordered  the  Heads  of  all  the  banditti,  which  were  taken 
in  Santa  Maria  dc  la  Nova,  and  other  monafteries,  to  be 
fixed  upon  poles  in  the  market-place,  with  thofe  that 
were  expofed  there  already:  but  the  head  of -CarafFa,  he 
commanded  to  be  inclos'd  in  an  iron  grate  ;  and,  together 
with  the  foot  Chat  kick'd  the  archbifrop  in  the  proceffion  ■ 

already 
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already  mentioned,  to  be  nailed  to  a  poll  erected  for  that 
purpofe,  without  the  gate  of  St.  Gennaro,  facing  the  duke 
of  Mataloni's  palace,  with  this  infcription  underneath, 

Don  P  E  P  E     C  A  R  A  F  F  A, 

R  E  B  E  L    to  his  COUNTRY, 

And  traitor  to  the  mofl  faithful  People.. 

This  tragical  adventure  made  different  impreffions  upon 
the  minds  of  thofe  who  were  witnefies  of  it.     The  people 
beheld  it  with  uafpcakable  pleafure  and  fatisfaduon  ;  but 
the  nobles  were  equally  itruck  with  fear  and  horror  at  the 
thought  of  it :  they  knew  not  what  to  think,  or  what  to 
expect,  after  fuch     terrible  example  had  been  made  of  one 
of  their  order,  who  at  other  times,  ufed  to  make  the  whole 
city,  nay,  the  very    kingdom  tremble  at  his  name  :  and 
what  added  ftill  more  to  their  forrows,  was,  that  fince  the 
difcovery  of  the  banditti's  plot,  the  better  fort  of  citizens, 
who,  as  yet,  had  had  no  hand  in  the  tumult,  began  to  rife 
inarms,  and  joined  themfeives  to  the  rabble.     The  viceroy, 
indeed,    put  a  more  favourable  conftruclion  upon  this   e- 
vent ;    and  was  even  of  opinion,    that  the   confequence 
would  undoubtedly  turn  to  the  advantage  of  Spain.      He 
iuppofed  the  people  were  fo  wholly  taken  up  in  wreaking, 
their  hatred  and  their  rage  upon  the  nobility,    that  they 
would  of  courfe,    drop  their  firft  defign,    and  make  no 
further  incroachments  upon  the  fovereign  authority.;  and- 
that  the   rupture,  which  the  death  of  don  Pepe  Caraffa,. 
would  certainly  accafion  between  the  nobles  and  the  com- 
mons, would  reduce  them  to  the  neceffity  of  chufmg  the 
king  of  Spain  for  umpire  of  their   differences;  who  had 
been  heretofore  equally  the  averfion  of  both  thefe  orders? 
of  the  flate.     From  all  which,  he  drew  this  conclufion,. 
that  in  cafe  one  of  the  fa&ioas  mould  declare  itfelf  againA 
tne  king  of  Spain,  the  other  in  oppofition  would  ilick  by 
him  ;  and  confequently  he  could   hot  lofe  the  whole,  lo 
long  as  one  half  mould  be  on  his  fide, 

Whilfi:  the  viceroy  was  making  thefe  political  reflections,. 
Mafzmiello,  from  his  tribunal  in  the  market-place,  inviron'd, 
with;  heads  arrd<  bloody  carcafes,  was,  thundering  againft, 

tke 
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the  nobility  :  and  not  fatisfied  with  the  death  of  Caraffa,  he 
iifued  out  a  proclamation,  whereby  he  declared  the  duke 
of  Mataloni,  an  enemy  to  the  moil  faithful  people;  pro- 
mifmg  a  reward  of  thirty  thoufand  crowns,  with  the  ran- 
fom  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  outlaws,  for  the  apprehending 
of  him.  As  the  fifherman  was  grown  very  diffident  and 
fufpicious  fmce  the  late  difcovery  of  the  confpiracy  againft 
his  perfon,  he  was  fully  perluaded  that  it  had  been  con- 
certed by,  or  at  leaft,  carried  on  with  the  confent  and  ap- 
probation of  the  viceroy  ;  and  therefore  he  determined  to 
reduce  him  to  fuch  ftreights,  as  mould  at  once  revenge 
him,  and  force  the  viceroy  to  accept  of  whatever  condi- 
tions he  mould  think  fit  to  impofe  upon  him  ;  but  at  the 
lame  time  took  all  pofiible  precautions,  to  fcrcen  himfelf 
from  the  refentment  and  artifices  of  the  nobility,  againft 
which,  he  thought  he  could  not  be  be  too  well  fortifyM. 
To  this  end,  he  publifhed  an  order,  "  prohibiting  upon 
"  pain  of  death  and  firing,  all  perfons  to  convey,  or  caufe 
"  to  be  conveyed,  any  provifions  or.  victuals  of  any  kind 
"  whatfoevcr,  into  the  cattle,'1  where  the  viceroy  was  in  a 
manner  imprifoned,  with  the  dutchefs  his  wife,  the  col- 
lateral council,  and  the  council  of  ilate,  and  the  major 
part  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  kingdom  :  and,  as 
if  he  defigned  to  make  them  periih  with  thirft,  as  well  as 
hunger,  he  cauied  all  the  aqueducts  to  be  cut  off,  that  uled 
to  ferve  for  the  conveyance  of  water  to  the  callle.  To  this 
order  he  added  feveral  others,  "  commanding  upon  pain 
ff  of  death  and  firing,  that  all  the  nobles  who  refided  in 
!f  the  city,  fhould  deliver  up  their  arms  into  the  cuftody  of 
u  certain  officers  appointed  for  that  purpofe  :  that  the  city 
"  gates  mould  be  all  fhut  up,  and  no  body  fuffered  to  pais 
"  or  repafs,  without  a  fpecial  order  from  the  general  : 
**  that  diligent  fcarch  fhould  be  made  after  the  banditti 
•'  who  were  concealed  in  Naples :  and,  that  in  order  to 
"  prevent  them  from  making  any  attempt  in  the  night- 
V  time,  great  piles  of  faggots  and  ftubble  fhould  be  burnt 
?!  in  all  the  ilreets  and  pub  lick  places :  that  all  the  windows 
*'  throughout  the  city  and  fuburbs,  fhould  be  illuminated, 
f  and  the  people  be  up  in  anas." 

All  thefe  orders  were  as  punctually  and  as  afliduoufly 
executed,  as  the  the  grea; fultans  commands  are  in  Con* 

Numb.  X,  "         K  .fUntinople* 
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ftantinople.     The  blood  of  CarafFa  had  fo  prodigioufly 
ftrengthened  the  fifherman's  authority,  that  commanding 
and  being  obeyed,  was  to  him  but  one  and  the  fame  thing  : 
ibr,  what  the  people  did  out  of  love  to  their  chief,  th« 
nobles  did  through  fear  of  him.     So  that  he  had  no  (bon- 
er iilued  his  orders,  but  in  an  inftant  all  the  houfes  in  Na- 
ples, as  well  thofe  of  noblemen  as  others,  put  up  lights  in 
their  windows  :  whole  loads  of  timber,  and  other  com- 
buftible  materials,  were  piled  up,  and  fet  on  fire  in  every 
ftrect  and  corner  ;  and  the  night  was  foon  changed  into 
bright  day.     The  other  orders  were- all  ob«yed  with  equal 
exa&nefs  and  celerity.     But  nothing  more  evidently  dis- 
covers, how  much  deference  was  paid  to  the  commands  of 
MafanieUo,  than  the  ftri&nefs  with  which  another  order 
of  his  was  univerfally  complied  with,  injoining  under  a  fe- 
vere  penalty,  all  peribns  of  what  condition  or  dignity  fo- 
ever,   to  walk  in  cuerpo,  or  without  upper  garments  j  for 
fear  any   difguifed,  or  fufpe&ed  pcrfons,    mould  conceal 
any  arms  under  them.     This  order  was  no  fooner  publish- 
ed, but  men  of  all  profeflions,  as  well  laicks  as  ecclefiafticks, 
fuch  as  gentlemen   of  the  long  robe,  magiftrates,  prielb, 
judges,   bifhops,  canons,  and  dignitaries  of  the  cathedral 
churches,  all  appeared  in  the  flrects  in  this  ridiculous  and 
Indecent  manner.     Nay,  the  very  purple  of  the  cardinals 
T rivultio  and   Filomarino,  was  obliged  to  fubmit  itielf  to 
the  ordinance  of  a  retailer  of  fifh.     But  what  is  yet  molt 
extraordinary,  even  the  women  were  enjoined  by  this  or- 
der, to  wear  no  tails  to  their  gowns,   nor  come  abroad 
without  having    their    petticoats  tucked   up    above  their 
knees ;  it  having  been  difcovered,  that  fcveral  men  had 
difguifed  themfelves  in  women's  apparel,  for  the  more  fc- 
cret  conveyance  of  arms  to  the   outlaws,  and  other  ene- 
mies of  the  people. 

MafanieUo  having  irTued  out  thefe  feafonable  orders,  and 
put  in  practice  all  other  neceflary  expedients,  to  prevent  the 
nobility  or  the  outlaws,  from  executing  any  defign  they 
might  have  formed ;  he  dlfpatch'd  couriers  to  feveral  parts 
of  the  country,  and  to  molt  of  the  towns  and  villages 
round  about ;  ordering  them,  to  fend  the  choiceft  of  their 
men  well  armed  for  the  defence  of  the  city  and  foburbs. 
All  obeyed;  and  vaft  numbers  foon  flocked  from  all  the 

adjacent 
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adjacent  places,  in  order  to  lift  themfelves  under  the  fiflier- 
man's  banners.  In  fhort  fo  great  was  the  people's  regard 
ibr  him,  and  lb  prevailing  the  terror  which  he  had  ftruclc 
into  the  hearts  of  the  nobility,  by  the  fevere  example  he 
fcad  made  of  Caraffa ;  that  whilft  the  former  were  flying 
to  execute  the  commands  of  their  leader,  the  latter  were  fo 
far  from  oppofing  them,  that  excepting  thofe  who  had  re- 
tired to  Caitelnovo  with  the  viceroy,  they  had,  for  the 
ntoft  part,  intrenched  themfelves  within  their  own  country- 
feats,  waiting,  under  the  moll  difmal  apprehenfions,  the 
iffue  of  this  grand  affair. 

July  \  1 .  The  viceroy  feeing  that  Mafaniello  treated 
with  him  fword  in  hand,  and  apprehending  that  the  ftorm 
which  had  fo  long  hung  over  his  head,  mould  at  laft  burn: 
upon  him  and  overwhelm  him,  refolved  upon  any  terms 
to  conclude  the  treaty  of  accommodation ;  not  doubting 
but  time  and  policy  would  furnifh  him  with  an  opportunity 
of  breaking  any  engagements,  that  mould  prove  a  prejudice 
to  his*  own,  or  the  interefts  of  Spain.  But,  to  cite£t  it 
with  fuccefs,  he  judged  it  expedient,  to  remove  firft  of  all 
the  fufpicion,  which  the  people  had,  of  his  keeping  a  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  confpirators :  and  to  this  end  he 
writ  a  letter  to  the  archbimop,  wherein  he  difclaimed  his 
having  any  part  in  the  late  confpiracy,  proteiting  his  ut - 
moft  abhorrence  of  it,  and  promifing  to  deliver  up  into  the 
people's  hands,  as  many  of  the  banditti  as  he  mould  fay 
hold  of:  he  concluded  with  alluring  his  eminence,  that  he 
had  nothing  fo  much  at  heart,  as  the  peace  of  the  city,  and 
the  good  of  the  people ;  and  therefore  entreated  him  to 
finim  the  treaty  as  foon  as  poflible . 

This  letter,  which  the  archbilhop  {hewed  to  Mafaniel- 
lo, had  its  defired  effeft.  The  people  began  to  believe 
the  viceroy  was  innocent,  and  abated  very  much  of  their 
former  rage  and  infolence.  But  his  excellency  willing  to 
give  them  (till  a  more  authentick  teftimony  of  the  fmcerity 
of  his  intentions,  iflued  out  an  order,  "  commanding  upon 
"  pain  of  death  all  the  banditti  that  were  in  the  city  and 
"  fuburbs,  to  depart  inftantly ;  and  profcribing  all  perftms 
"  that  mould  harbour  and  conceal  them  in  their  ha- 
'«  citations." 

K  z  Thu?. 
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Thus,  the  treaty,  which  had  been  interrupted   by   fo 
many  different  and  unlucky  accidents,  was  now  in  a  fair 
way  of  being  brought  to  a  happy  conclusion,  through  the 
archbifhop's  care,  or  rather,  the  fubtilty  and  craft  of  Ge- 
novino.     This  old  fox,  who,  tho1  a  fworn  enemy  to  the 
government,  had  fiill  more  ambition  in  him  than  animo- 
sity, wavered  almoft  as  foon  as  he  engaged  himfelf  in  the 
{edition  :  for,  whether  as  is  ufual  with  moft  heads  of  fac- 
tions, he  joined  him  elf  to  the  malecontents,  only  in  hopes 
of  enriching  himfelf  with  the  fpoils  o^f  the  ftate;  or,  whe- 
ther he  did  not  think  it  fafe,  to  truft  to  the  humours  of  an 
inconftant  rabble  ;  he  had  not  been  long  near  Mafanicllo's 
perfon,  as  his  counfellor,  before  he  liftened  to  the  fecret 
promifes  the  viceroy  made  him  of  favour  and  preferment* 
The  viceroy  having  made  fure  of  him,  he  carried  on  his 
intrigues  with  the  greater  efficacy,  inafmuch  as  he  had  al- 
ways pro  felled  ah  inveterate  avcrfion  to   the  Spaniards  ; 
and  having,  according  to  the  inflrudtions  given  him  by  the 
duke  of  Arcos,  fomented  the  mifunderftanding  between 
the  nobles  and  the  commons,  he  now  managed  with  great 
art  and  dexterity,  the  treaty  of  accommodation  in  favour 
of  the  Spanifh  court.     But  more  of  this  hereafter. 

Whilft  the  archbifhop  and  Genovino  were  putting  the 
lift  hand  to  the  capitulations,  another  accident  happened 
that  had  like  to  have  fruftrated  their  labour,  and  broken 
off  the  treaty  ;  fo  true  it  is,  that  the  moft  critical  interval 
of  time,  is  that  which  is  taken  up  in  capitulating.  The 
ga'llies  of  Naples  being  difcerned  at  the  peak  of  Pofillippe, 
which  is  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  city,  the  people  im- 
mediately took  the  alarm,,  fufpecting  they  were  freighted 
with  troops,  and  had  been  fent  for  on  purpofe  by  the 
viceroy.  But  the  archbifhop  being  informed  of  their 
>ears,  aad  knowing  of  what  iU  confequence  it  wou^d  be,tb> 
give  the  people  umbrage  at  this  juncture,  writ  to  the  vice- 
roy, defiring  his  excellency  to  order  the  gallics  to  keep, 
out  at  fca,  and  not  to  enter  the  harbour  till  the  trcatv 
fhould  be  finilhed  and  the  diftraclions  brought  to'a  perioi. 
The  viceroy  very  much  approved  the  archbifhop's  ad- 
rice,  and  presently  fent  him  an  order  for  Doria,  the  ad- 
miral ;  whereby  he  enjoined  him  not  to  make  for  tkc  har- 
bour 
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bour  to  land,  but  to  do  in  all  things  as  Mafaniello  fhould 
require.  As  loon  as  Doria  had  received  this  order,  he 
fent  one  of  his  officers  to  pay  his  refpetts  to  Mafaniello, 
and  to  receive  his  commands :  upon  which,  the  general 
fignified  his  pleafure,  that  he  might  ride  at  anchor  within  a 
mile  of  the  port,  provided  he  fuffered  none  of  his  men  to 
come  afliore.  The  people  were  wonderfully  pleafed  with 
this  proceeding  of  the  viceroy,  who  thereby  intirely  re- 
moved the  fnfpicion  which  the  fudden  arrival  of  the  gal- 
lies  might  juftly  create  in  them. 

The  treaty  of  accommodation  was  at  length  perfected 
and  ffcirly  drawn  up  by  Genovino  ;  and  upon  its  being  read, 
received  the  approbation  of  Mafaniello,  and  the  other 
ringleaders  of  the  rabble.  The  archbifliop  (who  fince 
Tuefday-morning  refuied  altogether  in  the  convent  of 
Carmine,  that  he  might  be  at  hand  to  negotiate  wkh  the 
people)  deputed  father  Francifco  Filomarino,  his  emi- 
nence's brother,  with  the  articles  to  the  viceroy,  in  order 
to  their  being  figned,  not  only  by  his  excellency,  but 
alio  by  all  the  members  and  officers  of  the  collateral 
council  and  the  council  of  ftate  ;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
to  acquaint  him  with  the  people's  defire,  that  the  treaty, 
after  its  being  figned,  might  be  folemnly  publifhed  in  the 
cathedral  church,  in  prefence  of  his  excellency,  and  all  the 
feveral  orders  and  tribunals  of  the  city. 

The  duke  of  Arcos  read,  and  maturely  weighed  the  ar- 
ticles that  were  brought  him  to  be  figned  ;  the  fubftance 
of  which  was,  "  That  the  people  fliould  from  that  time 
"  forward  enjoy  all  the  benefits,  privileges,  and  immuni- 
*'  ties  granted  to  them  by  the  emperor  Charles  V.  and  king 
"  Ferdinand,  according  to  the  purport  and  meaning  of  the 
**  original  charters,  which  mould  hereafter  remain  in  their 
*  hands :  that  all  excelles  and  outrages,  committed  from 
**  the  7th  of  July,  when  the  iniurrection  began,  to  the 
*'  day  of  the  date  of  thefe  articles,  fhould  be  pardoned 
"  by  a  general  amnefty  :  that  the  elect,  as  well  as  the 
"  counfellors  and  deputies  of  the  people,  and  other  in- 
*'  ferior  officers  therein  fpecified,  fhould  be  chofen  every 
",flx  month*;,  by  the  commons,  without  need  of  further 
u  confirmation  :  that  the  find  elect  ihould  have  a*  many 
"  voices  as  all  the  mobility  together,  as  it  uicd  to  be,  be- 

"  fore 
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u  fore  they  had  been  flripped  of  this  privilege  by  don 
*'  Frederick,  and  which  the  mofl  Catholick  king  Ferdi- 
«'  nand  had,  in  the  year  1505,  promifed  to  reitore  to 
"  them  :  that  the  viceroy  mould  caufe  the  laid  articles  to 
*'  be  ratified  by  the  king  of  Spain,  within  three  months 
•«  after  their  publication ;  and  that  they  mould  be  ingrav- 
*«  ed  in  marble,  and  fet  up  in  the  middle  of  the  great 
"  market-place  :  that  the  people  mould  not  lay  down 
"  their  arms,  till  the  faid  confirmation  of  their  privileges  : 
"  and  laftly,  that  in  cafe  they  could  not  obtain  fuch  a  ra- 
u  tification,  and  the  execution  of  the  faid  articles  and  pri- 
"  vileges,  they  might  with  impunity,  rile  in  arms,  and 
"  drive  to  redrefs  themfelves,  without  being  deemed  guil- 
"  ty  of  rebellion,  or  irreverence  to  the  king  of  Spain." 

Altho'  the  viceroy  knew  well  enough,  that  thefe  articles 
mud  inevitably  ruin  fourfcore  and  ten  thoufand  perfons, 
that  were  concerned  in  the  taxes ;  and  what  was  ftill  worfe, 
that  the  minifters  hereafter,  could  not  by  their  own  autho- 
rity raife  any  more  fubfidies,  or  opprefs  the  fubjeft,  to  fup- 
port  their  ambition  and  luxury ;  yet,  he  figned  them  with  a 
fmiling  countenance,  and  gave  them  to  the  collateral 
council,  and  the  council  of  ftate,  who,  having  ligned  them 
alio  in  their  turns,  his  excellency  returned  them  to  father 
Francifco,  with  the  following  letter  to  the  archbifhop. 

"  Moft  eminent, 

"  rT>HE  fuccefs  with  which  it  has  pleafcd  God  to 
"  JL  crown  your  eminence's  negotiations,  gives  me 
41  the  greateft  pleafure  and  fatisfac"tion  :  nor  is  it  lefs  than 
"  what  I  always  expected  from  your  lordfhip's  great  care 
**  and  zeal  for  the  publick  good.  I  congratulate  your 
*'  eminence  thereopon ;  and  befeech  you  to  compleat 
'*  the  work  which  you  have  fo  happily  begun,  by  a  folemn 
"  promulgation  of  the  treaty,  as  deiired  by  tne  people. 
"  Your  eminence  knows  of  what  importance  it  is,  to  per- 
"  form  this  ceremony  as  foon  as  poflible,  and  that,  the 
"  delay  of  it,  cannot  but  be  attended  with  many  fatal 
"  coniequences :  I  need  not  therefore  give  your  eminence 
"  any  further  caution  concerning  it.  .As  for  my  own  part, 
.**  as. nothing  is  fo  dear  to  me,  as  the  peace  of  the  kingdom, 

"  ami 
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**  and  the  good  of  the  people,  I  hare  chearfully  granted 
"  them  all  their  demands,  and  am  Hill  ready  to  give  them 
u  what  further  fatisfattion  they  can  defire,  God  prcferve 
"  your  eminence  many  years. 

"  I  am 

fi  The  gfeateft.  Servant 

"  of  your  Eminence, 

From  Cajielnovo, 

this   nth    day  "  The  Duke  o/"Ak.cos. 

of  July,  1647. 

Father  Franeifco  having  delivered  the  articles  of  capi- 
tulation figr.'d  by  the  viceroy,  into  the  hands  of  the  arch- 
biihop,  together  with  his  excellency's  letter,  told  him,  that 
the  viceroy  defired  paflionatcly  to  fee  Mafaniello,  and 
pray'd  his  eminence  to  manage  an  interview  between  them. 
The  archbimop  therefore,  in  compliance  with  the  viceroy's 
xequeft,  ufed  his  beft  endeavours  to  perfuade  Mafaniello, 
who,  as  well  as  the  other  leaders,  feemed  at  firft  not  a  lit- 
tle averfe  to  it ;  but  his  eminence,  by  the  force  of  his 
perfuafions,  at  length  prevailed  ;  and  it  was  appointed, 
that  the  articles  of  capitulation  fhould  be  read  publickly 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  that  Mafaniello 
fhould  afterwards  go,  in  company  with  the  arcbimop,  to 
pay  his  refpe&s  to  the  viceroy. 

It  was  no  fooner  publickly  known  that  the  treaty  was 
concluded  and  figned,  and  that  Mafaniello  was  to  go  to  the 
palace,  to  make  a  vifit  to  the  viceroy,  but  the  market- 
place, as  well  as  the  church  and  convent  of  the  Carme- 
lites, were  rilled  with  multitudes  of  the  rabble*  who,  ac- 
cording to  their  natural  inconftancy,  which  makes  them 
fuiceptible  of  every  new  impreffion,  by  their  huzza' s  and. 
acclamations  of  joy,  approved  that  peace,  which,  but  a 
few  hours  before  they  were  fo  averfe  to.  The  capitula- 
tions were  read  aloud,  by*  a  notary  in  the  church  of  Car- 
mine ;  the  cardinal  archbimop,  being  ther^  prefent,  with 
Mafaniello,  Genovino,  Arpaja  the  neweleft,  and  infinite 
numbers  of  people,  who,  by  their  repeated  acclamations, 
feemed  to  give  their  affent  to  them  and  leal  the  peace  : 

Genovino 
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Genoviuo  then  went  up  into  the  pulpit;  and  after  having 
made  a  fhort  fpeech,  wherein  he  extoli'd  "  the  advantages 
"  of  peace,  and  exorted  tjie  aiTernbly  to  give  God  shanks 
"  for  his  wonderful  mercies  in  terminating  the  diflracliont,, 
11  and  reducing  the  city  to  a  ftateof  peace  and  tranquili- 
4i  ty,M  he  came  down  again  :  and  the  whole  was  concluded 
with  a  te  deum>  which  was  fung  by  two  choirs  of  muficians 
whofe  voices  were  accompanied  with  the  harmony  of  all 
kind  of  inftruments. 

The  ceremony  being  ended,  the  archUifhop,  and  th$ 
chief  officers  of  the  people  fet  forward  for  the  viceroy's 
palace.  Mafaniello,  who,  at  the  archbifhop's  perfuafipn, 
had  laid  afide  his  mariner's  drefs,  appeared  on  horfeback, 
width  a  magnificent  habit,  a  tow'ring  plume  of  feathers 
ill  l>is  hat,  and  a  drawn  fword  in  his  hand  ;  and  thus  ac- 
couter'd,  rid  before  the  archbifhop's  coach :  his  brother, 
alio  in  a  rich  embroidered  fnit,  rid  On  die  right-fide  of  his 
eminence ;  and  Arpaja  tribune  of  the  commons  on  the  left : 
Jujio  Genovino  came  laft,  followed  by  160  companies. qf 
horfe  and  foot,  confuting  jn  all  of  about  50,000  men.  It  is 
importable  to  defcribe  or  tell  how  many  praifes  and  bleflings 
were  beftqw'd  upon  the  niherman,  as  he  pafs'd  along  the 
ftreets,  by  one  and  die  other  fex,  who  out  of  a  grateful 
jfenfc  of  the  great  deliverance  he  had  wrought  for  them, 
jufllv  honoured  him  with  the  glorious  and  defe rved  title  of 
THE  SAVIOUR  OF  HIS  COUNTRY.  Nor  did  they 
exprels  their  gratitude  by  their  words  more  than  by  their 
actions.  The  men  itrewed  the  way  before  him,  with  palm 
and  olive  branches  j  and  the  ladies  from  the  windows  ,an$i 
balconies,  which  were  hung  with  the  richeft  filks  and  ta- 
peftry,  curtefied  as  he  went  by,  and  threw  down  llower,s 
and  garlands,  which  they  had  made  on  purpofe  for  the  oc- 
cafion  :  the  air  was  fill'd  with  the  ravafhmg  harmony  of" 
peaceful  and  foft-founding  inftruments,  and  nothing  was 
.to  be  heard,  butuniverfal  founds  of  joy  and  triumph. 

Mafaniello  being  arrived,  amidft  io  much  praiie  and 
applaulc,  at  Caitelnovo,  the  captain  of  the  viceroy's  guard 
,came  out  to  ialute  him,  in  the  name  of  his  excellency,  and 
.bid  him  a  welcome  to  the  palace.  Mafaniello.  gravely, 
and  in  a  few  worcjs  return'd  the  compliment  s  and  then  mak- 
ing 
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ing  a    fign  to  the  people,  that  they  mould  be  iilent,  he; 
addreffed  himfelf  to  them  in  the  manner  following  : 

My  dear  Companions  and  Countrymen  ! 

**  T    ET  us  joyfully  offer  up  our  praifesand  thankfgivings 
u    I   j  to  God,  and  the  moil  gracious  lady  of  Carmine  : 
%t  for  the  recovery  of  our  former  liberty;  that  dear,  that 
*'  precious  liberty,  which  makes  the   memory  of  thofe 
*«  glorious  monarchs,  Ferdinand  and  Charles  V.  to  b«  of 
*«  lb  great  veneration  amongfl  us.     Now  fhall  we  fee  re- 
'«  vived  thofe  golden  days  which  made  our  fore-fathers  glad 
u.  under  their  aufpicious  fway  :  like  them,  we  Ihall  be — ■ 
"  nay,  we  are  already  like  them,  exempt  and  free  fron\ 
u  all  taxes  and  impofitions :  no  more  (hall  we  groan  under 
"  the  cruel  and  intollerablc  oppremon  of  inhumane,  blood  - 
"  thirfty  governors :  no  longer  toil  and  Have,  like  beads 
"  of  burden,  to  feed  the  pride  and  luxury  of  ambitious 
"  and  haughty  tyrants :  henceforth,  every  man  ihall  enjoy 
"  the  fruits  of  his  own  labour  and  induftry,  and  peace 
"  and  plenty  mall  for  ever  flourifh  in  Naples,     I  fee,  my  , 
"  friends,  a  folemn  joy  fits  upon  all  your  brows ;  and  well 
"  may  you  rejoice  for  (o  noble  an  acquifition,  for,  whqr 
"  is  the  brute  that  has  the  publick  good  fo  little  at  heart, 
"  as  not  to  overflow  with  gladnefs  upon  this  great  occa- 
"  fion  ?  if  there  be  any  fuch,  let  them  die  like  dogs,  un  -  . 
"  pitied,  unlamented ;  and  may  an  everlafting  brand  of 
"  infamy  be  fixed  upon  their  names.     As  for  us,  my  be- 
"  loved  countrymen,   let  us  from   this  moment    baniih. 
'<  all  forrow  from  our  hearts :  let  us  ever  commemorate 
"  this  great,   this  happy  day,  in  which  we  recover  our  , 
"  rights,  our  privileges,  our  freedom,  our  lives,  our  all. 
«'  Does  not  this  fudden,  this  bleffed  change  furprize  you, 
"  my  dear  affociares  ?    loft  in  tranfport  and  amazement, 
-*  do  you  not  look  upon  it  as  on  a  pleafing  dream,  and 
'  almoit  doubt  whether  you  are  awake  ?  yes,  I  know  you 
{  do.    But  fee  my  friends,(holding  out  the  original  charters)  , 
'  this  is  no  illufion  :  behold  here,  the  facred  and  fubftan- 
'  tial  pledges  of  thofe  immenfe  benefits  we  boalt ;  this  the 
'  gift  of  the  emperor  Charles  V.  and  this,  of  royal  Fcr- 
1  dinand ;  whofe  great  fhades,  even  now,  rejoice,  to  fee 
*  us^  their  after-fubjefts,  happy  in  the  pofleiiion  of  thofe 
Nvme.  XL  L  *  bleflhvg* 
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•«  bleffings  which  we  derive  from  them  ;  Dreams  vaniill 
•*  away  in  an  inftant,  but  thefe  fhall  ftand  for  ever-  » 

M  But  do  not  think  that  I  dwell  thus  on  the  great  advanta- 
"  ges,  which,  by  my  toils  and  fatigues,  I  have  procured 
u  for  your  to  inhance  the  merit  of  my  actions,  in  hopes 
**  of  being  rewarded  for  them  :  no,  I  efteem  the  pleafure 
"  and  the  glory  of  being  instrumental  to  the  good  of  my 
u  country,  a  far  greater  recompence  than  all  the  wealth 
41  in  the  univerfe  ;  and,  that  that  alone  has  fpurred  me  on, 
«*  and  been  the  fole  aim  of  this  fuccefsful  undertaking, 
*«  let  his  eminence  the  archbimop  witnefc  for  me  :  he 
u  has  experienc'd  my  difintereftednefs,  in  my  refufal  of 
♦'  the  two  hundred  crowns  a  month,   which,    in  the  firffc 

*  day  of  the  revolution,  he  offered  to  fettle  upon  me  du- 
•*  ring  life,  if  I  would  but  calm  your  refentments,  and 
"  and  make  you  defifl  from  your  juft  pretentions.  Nor, 
"  even  at  this  time,  fhould  I  have  thrown  off  my  tatter'd 

*  weeds,  to  affume  this  gaudy  magnificence,  had  not  hi* 
"  eminence,  for  decency's  fake,  and  upon  pain  of  excom- 
«  munication,  obliged  me  to  it.  No,  no,  I  am  ftiUMa- 
•*  faniello  the  fifherman ;  fuch  was  I  bom,  fuch  have  I 
**  liv'd  hitherto,  and  fuch  I  intend  to  live  and  die.  And 
'«  after  having  fifhed  for,  and  caught  the  publick  liberty, 
*'  in  that  tempeftuous  fea  wherein  it  had  been  immerfed  fo 
"  long,  111  return  to  my  former  condition ;  referving  no- 
•'  thing  to  myfelf,  but  my  hook  and  line,  with  which  to 
**  provide  daily  for  the  neceflary  fupport  of  the  remainder 
*'  of  my  life.  The  only  favour  I  fhall  defire  of  you,  in 
«'  token  of  all  my  labours  is,  that  when  I  am  dead*  you 
•*  will  each  of  you  fay  an  Ave-Maria  for  me  :  do  you  pro- 
**  mife  me  this  ?  the  people  anfwer'd,  yes,  but  let  it  be  an 
•'  hundred  years  hence.  Mafaniello  replied,  my  friends, 
"  I  thank  you ;  and  as  a  further  teflimony  of  my  love  to 
"  you,  and  my  adherence  to  your  interefts,  I  will  give  yon 
*  two  words  of  advice :  the  firft  is,  not  to  lay  down  your 
"  arms,  till  the  confirmation  of  your  privileges  arrives 
•*  from  Spain  ;  the  fecond,  that  above  all  things,  you 
«'  would  miftrufl:  the  nobility,  who  have  always  been  our 
"  fworn  and  profefied  enemies :  take  care  of  them,  and 
M  be  upon  your  gjaid ;  for,  like  hungry  wolves,  they'll 
•*  watch  an  opportunity,  when  you  are  defenceless,  to  fall 

**  upon 
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*  opon  and  devour  yeu — I  am  now  going  to  negotiate 
44  with  the  viceroy,  and  fhall  foon  be  with  you  again ;  at 
*'  leaft,  before  to-morrow  morning ;  but,  if  you  do  not 
*'  fee  me  then,  you  may  fet  fire  to  the  palace :  '"  where- 
upon they  having  all  promifed  him  they  would  do  it ;  he 
concluded  his  judicious  harangue,  with  amplifying  very 
much  upon  **  the  advantages  that  would  accrue  to  the 
*■  king  of  Spain,  by  the  aboiiihment  of  the  taxes ;  which 
**  being  prejudicial  only  to  the  partizans,  thofe  infatiablc 
**  leeches,  that  had  fucked  the  pureft  of  the  blood,  his 
"  majefty  mould,  for  the  time  to  come,  enjoy  his  reve- 
Mt  nues  entire,  which,  hitherto,  ufed  to  be  almoft  wholly 
**  abforb'd  by  his  minifters." 

This  emphatical  and  farcaftick  fpeech  being  ended,  and 
the  archbilhop  having,  at  Mafaniello's  requeft,  given  his 
blefling  to  the  people,  the  general  commanded  them,  un- 
der pain  of  dii'obedience,  to  fo!low  him  no  further ;  and 
then  went  into  the  palace  with  the  archbimop,  Genovino, 
Arpaja,  and  Mateo  d'Amalphi  his  brother.  His  excel- 
lency, the  viceroy,  flood  ready  at  the  flairs-head  to  receive 
£hem.  As  foon  as  Mafaniello  faw  him,  he  threw  himfelf 
at  his  feet,  which  having  kifled,  he  thanked  his  excellency, 
in  the  name  of  all  the  people,  for  his  gracious  approbation 
of  the  treaty  and  then  told  him,  he  was  come  thither  to 
receive  whatfoever  fentence  his  excellency  fhould  think  fit 
to  pafs  upon  him.  But  the  viceroy,  raifing  him  up  and 
embracing  him,  anfwer'd,  "  that  he  was  extreamely  gladj 
*•  to  fee  him,  and  fo  far  from  thinking  he  was  criminal, 
"  that  he  would  give  him  daily  proofs  of  his  favour  and 
"  efteem.  To  this,  Mafaniello  replied,  that  God  was  his 
'*  witnefs,  that  the  only  fcope,  and  end  of  all  his  defigns, 
u  was  the  fervice  of  the  king  and  of  his  excellency :"  after 
which,  the  viceroy,  the  archbilhop  and  Mafaniello,  retired 
all  three,  into  a  private  apartment,  in  order  to  confult  to- 
gether upon  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs. 

During  this  conference,  there  happen'd  an  incident, 
which  was  a  convincing  proof  to  the  Spaniards,  how  much 
the  people  efteemed  Mafaniello,  and  how  anxious  they 
were  for  his  fafety.  A  great  concourse  of  people,  whom* 
the  rumour  of  Mafaniello's  vifit,  and  the  curiofity  of  fee- 
ing the^r  general  in  his  new  aud  fplendid  equipage,  had 
h  2  drawn 
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drawn  together  from  feveral  parts,  having  reforted  to  the 
palace-yard,  where  they  had  (laid  a  confiderable  time  with- 
.out  feeing  him  appear,  began  to  murmur,  fearing  that  fome 
miichancc  was  befallen  their  chief,    and  that  the  viceroy 
had  violated  his  faith  to  him,  and  caufed  him  to  be  arrett- 
ed, or  perhaps  murdered      The  murmur  increafed ;  and 
the  rabble  grew  at  laft  fo  clamorous,    that  their  noife 
reached  the  viceroy's  ears,  who  being  inform'd  of  the  rea- 
fon  of  it,  to  appeaie  the  tumult,   immediady  (hewed  him- 
felf  with  his  company  in  a  balcony,  from  whence  Mafa- 
niello  having  ailur'd  the  multitude,   that  he  was  fafe  and 
under  no  manner  of  refrraint,  they  all  cried  out,  long  live 
the  king  of  Spain,   long  live  the  duke  of  Arcos.      The 
nfherman  then  told  his  excellency,  he  would  prefently  give 
himafpecimen  of  the  Neapolitans  obedience;  and'  at  the 
fame  time,  putting  his  finger  to  his  mouth,  the  rabble  ceaf- 
ed  their  noife  ;  a  profound  filence  immediately  followed  ; 
and  among  fo  great  a  multitude,   there  was  fcarce  one  of 
them  feen  to  breathe :  then,    commanding  upon  pain  of 
rebellion,  that  every  foul  there  mould  retire,  the  court-yard 
Was  cleared,  as  it  were    in  an  inftant,    and  not  a  man  left 
upon  the  place, 

The  viceroy,   having  beheld  with  no  fmall  iurprize, 
this  kind  of  a  miracle,  renewed  the  conference  with  the 
archbiihop  and  Mafaniello ;  wherein  it  was  refolyed,  "  that 
*<  the  capitulations,    that  had  been  figned  by  the  viceroy, 
"  and  the  collateral  council,    and  the  council  of  ftate, 
«<  mould  be  forthwith  printed,  and  that  on  the  Saturday 
«  following,    they  mould  be  again  read  pubhckly  in  the 
«  cathedral  church.      After  which  his  excellency,    the 
«  councils  aforefaid,    and  all  the  officers  and  magiftrates 
««  of  the  kingdom,  mould  take  a  folemn  oath  to  obferve 
«<  them  inviolably  for  ever;  as  alfo,  to  obtain  the  ratifi- 
«  cation  of  them,  as  foon  as  poffible,  •  from  his  cathohek 
"  majefty."     The  conference  then  broke  up  ;    and  the 
viceroy  having  made  many  protections  of  friendfhip  and 
cfteem  to  Mafaniello,  and  withal  afTured  him,  "  that  he 
«  was  much  beholden  to  him,  for  that  by  his  ftnft  icven- 
•<  ty    he  had  rid  the  city  of  fo  many  ruffians  and  outlaws : 
«  he  ended,  by  telling  him, that  as  he  highly  approved  his 
«  cendua  hitherto,   fo  now,  he  left  the  management  of 

"  affair* 
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"  affairs  wholly  to  his  care  and  wifdom."  Whether  thefe 
laft  words  were  ferioufly  fpoken  by  the  viceroy,  or  only 
by  way  of  compliment ;  'tis  certain,  Mafaniello  interpret- 
ed them  To  much  to  his  advantage,  that  from  that*  mo- 
ment to  the  laft  of  his  life,  he.  acted,  and  in  all  refpefts 
govern'd,  as  if  he  had  been  king  of  Naples ;  fettling, 
and  deciding,  by  his  own  private  authority,  all  matters 
civil  and  military.  But  the  viceroy  did  not  difmifs  Mafa- 
niello, without  conferring  upon  him  fome  more  fubftan- 
tial  marks  of  his  favour,  than  compliments  and  fair  fpceeh- 
cs  only :  for,  he  made  him  a  prefent  of  a  golden  chain, 
which  indeed  he  feveral  times  refufed ;  but,  at  the  arch- 
bifhops  earneft  entreaty  at  length  accepted  of  it;  he  was  at 
the  fame  time,  by  his  excellency,  created  duke  of  St. 
George.  The  viceroy  accompanied  this  great  honour,  with 
many  carefies,  which  probably  were  meant  only  to  a- 
jnufe  Mafaniello ;  who,  after  having  kified  the  viceroy's 
knee,  and  taken  his  leave,  waited  upon  the  archbifhop  to 
his  palace ;  and  from  thence  retired  in  his  eminence's  coach 
preet Ly  late  in  the  evening  to  his  own  houfe,  attended  by 
a  numberlefs  throng  of  people,  who,  by  their  acclamations, 
bonfires^  and  ringing  of  bells,  gave  publick  demonftrations 
of  their  joy  and  gratitude. 

July  12.  The  day  following,  Mafaniello  iffued  out  a 
proclamation,  whereby  he  declared,  "  That  the  office  of 
"  captain  general,  to  which  the  people  had  promoted  him, 
*'  had  been  confirmed  to  him  by  the  viceroy  :"  and  at  the 
fame  time,  caufing  another  tribunal  to  be  erecled  in  Toledo- 
ftreet,  and  furnifhed  with  all  manner  of  inftruments  ufed 
in  executions,  he  appointed  a  deputy  to  a&  there  under  him ; 
and  applied  himfelf  with  as  much  ardour,  and  more  autho- 
rity than  ever,  to  the  exterminating  the  banditti,  and  the 
puniihing  of  offenders,  which  he  did  with  fo  much  rigid 
juftice,  that  among  other  examples  of  his  feverity,  a  baker 
who  had  made  his  bread  fome  ounces  lighter  than  the  affize, 
Was  by  him  adjudged  to  be  burnt  alive  in  his  own  oven  ; 
and  the  ientence  was  executed  accordingly. 

The  fifherman  however  was  not  fo  entirely  taken  up  in 
purfuit  of  the  outlaws,  and  other  flagitious  perions,  but  he 
revived,  this  morning,    feveral  bans  and  orders  formerly 

publifhei 
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|>ubli(hed ;  and  exhibited  many  new  ones,  relating  to  the 
polity  and  civil  government  of  the  city.  Among  thefe 
■was,  "  an  order  commanding  all  perfons  within  an  hour 
«*  of  night,  to  retire  to  their  refpettive  dwellings  :  an  or- 
€t  der,  for  tradefmen  and  (hop-keepers  to  open  their  fhops 
u  on  the  morrow,  and  follow  their  occupations  as  ufual : 
u  an  order,  that  ftrangers  as  well  as  natives,  do  put  up  the 
"  arms  of  the  king  of  Spain  on  the  right-hand  of  their 
*•  gates,  and  thofe  of  the  moft:  faithful  people  on  the  left :" 
and  whereas,  fmce  the  beginning  of  the  troubles,  feveral 
noblemen,  cavaliers  and  ladies  had  betaken  themfelves  to 
divers  convents,  nunneries,  and  other  religious  houfes,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  fury  of  an  ungovernable  multitude ;  a- 
nother  order  was  publiihed  by  Mafaniello,  commanding 
them,  forthwith  to  repair  to  their  own  houfes,  All  thefe 
orders,  (together  with  many  more  too  tedious  and  too  tri- 
fling to  mention)  being  affixed  to  polls  and  publick  build- 
ings, and  fufcribed  THOMAS  ANIELLO  d'Amalphi, 
head  and  captain-general  of  the  moft  faithful  people  of 
Naples,  were  obeyed  with  ftricl  exa&nefs,  by  perfons  of 
every  rank  and  quality.  And  indeed,  our  fifherman,  who 
knowing  of  what  ill  confequence  it  would  be,  to  fuffer  th|[ 
crime  of  difobedience  to  go  unpunifhed,  would  never  hav6 
pardon'd  the  leaft  infringement  of  any  of  his  commands  t 
he  was  fatisfied,  that  nothing  was  fo  requifite  in  carrying 
On  his  great  defign,  as  the  exact  obedience  of  the  people, 
and  therefore,  from  the  beginning  of  the  infurreclion,  he 
chiefly  applied  himfelf  to  form  them  to  it ;  and  he  wifely 
judged  with  Epaminondas,  that  the  obedience  of  a  foldier 
is  the  firmeft  bafis  and  fupport  of  a  general,  whofe  arms, 
with  this  advantage,  can  feldom  fail  of  fuccefs. 

But,  fince  I  have  mentioned  the  name  of  Epaminondas, 
I  {hall  take  the  liberty  to  relate  a  memorable  ftory  of  that 
great  man,  which,  as  it  is  pertinent  to  our  fubjeft,  will 
not,  I  hope,  be  thought  foreign  to  the  purpefe.  This  re- 
nowned general  of  the  Thebans,  being  on  the  point  of  giv- 
ing battle  to  the  Greeks,  was  by  the  oracle  advifed  to  de- 
fer the  engagement,  becaufe  the  liars  portended  an  abfo^ 
lute  defeat  of  his  army,  and  on  the  other  hand,  prom ifed 
a  mcceisful  event  to  his  enemies.  But  Epaminondas. 
whpie  wifdom  equalled  his  courage,  bethought  himfelf  of 

an 
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an  ingenious  ftratagem,  by  which  he  advanced  his  glory 
in  fpite  of  the  malignant  influence  of  the  liars.  The  ilra- 
tagem  was  this :  he  writ  in  a  pair  of  tablets,  "  if  you  o- 
**  bey  your  leaders,  the  oracle  declares  you  victorious ;" 
and  in  other  tablets  he  writ,  "  If  you  obey  not  your 
44  leaders  the  oracle  denounces  deflru&ion ;"  and  thent 
caufed  thele  oracles  to  be  declared  to  his  foldiers,  who* 
finding  that  fuccefs  and  victory  depended  npon  their 
obedience  to  their  commander,  with  uncommon  bravery 
forced  the  intrenchment  of  the  enemy,  and  came  off 
victorious. 

While  Mafaniello  was  ifluing  out  orders,  hearing  of 
complaints,  receiving  petitions,  redrefling  grievances,  and 
paffing  decrees,  information  was  given  by  his  agents,  that 
they  had  taken  a  felucca  with  fix  mariners  aboard,  and 
four  Ihort  coats  compleatly  armed,  upoa  one  of  whom 
they  had  found  a  large  pacquet  of  letters  :  that  they  had 
bound  them,  and  came  to  know  his  pleafure,  how  they 
fliould  difpofe  of  the  prifoners.  The  general  ordered  them 
to  be  brought  before  him  ;  which  being  accordingly  doner 
and  the  letters  opened,  it  appeared  that  they  were  fent 
from  the  duke  of  Mataloni  to  his  fecretary :  but,  nothing 
of  their  contents  could  be  underftood,  becaufe  they  were 
written  in  a  myfterious  and  unintelligible  cypher :  Ma* 
faniello  therefore  commanded  the  fhort  coats  to  be  drag- 
ged to  the  rack,  in  hopes  that  torments  might  force  them. 
to  a  difcovery.  But  whether  they  were  ignorant  of  any 
defign,  or  would  not  difclofe  what  they  knew,  they  fuffer'd 
long  the  torture,  and  then  had  their  heads  taken  off  and  nx'd 
upca  poles,  for  an  example  to  deter  others  from  bringing 
jnefiages  from  the  declared  enemies  of  the  common-i 
Wealth.  The  fix  mariners  were  alfo  ftrictly  examined ; 
but  their  innocence  appearing  evidendy  by  the  ingenuity 
•f  their  anfwers,  they  were  acquitted  and  fet  at  liberty. 

Though  nothing,  as  was  before  obferved,  could  be 
learned  from  the  intercepted  letters,  tending  to  the  hurt 
or  prejudice  of  the  moil  faithful  people,  yet  did  they  very 
much  increafe  Mafaniello's  diffidence ;  and  therefore  to 
prevent  the  duke  of  Mataloni  from  putting  in  practice 
any  project  he  might  have  on  foot,  appointed  thirty  thou- 
sand men  more  for  the  guard  of  the  city  and  fuburbs,  and 
xg&ewcd  ihe  order  of  the  preceding  day,  to  let  none  come 
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m  or  go  out  at  the  city  gates  without  his  fpecial  permif- 
flon.  Moreover,  he  detached  feveral  parties  of  armed  men 
to  goinfearch  of  the  duke's  fervants,  and  of  fuch  other 
perlons  as  were  either  related  to  him,  or  had  any  depend- 
ence upon  him  ;  being  fully  refolved,  to  wreak  his  ven- 
geance upon  him  in  the  perfons  of  his  friends  or  domef- 
ticks.  Whereupon  feveral  of  them  being  apprehended 
and  brought  before  him,  he  caufed  them  to  be  tortured,  in 
order  to  make  them  reveal  where  the  duke  was,  or  where 
he  had  concealed  his  goods :  among  thefe,  a  Have  of  the 
duke's  beiog  taken  as  he  was  leading  a  couple  of  fine 
horfes,  in  order  to  fave  his  life,  declared,  that  his  Mas- 
ter's goods  were  hid  in  feveral  monafteries  which  he  nam- 
ed; the  heads  of  which,  upon  the  general's  fummons,  fur- 
rendered  all  the  duke's  rich  moveables,  computed  to  be 
worth  above  five  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  befides  four 
thoufand  crowns  in  fpecie.  Mafanieiio  caufed  the  faid 
goods  to  be  immediately  conveyed  to  a  magazine  near 
the  market  place,  and  there  laid  up  without  any  body'f 
daring  under  pain  of  death,  to  carry  off  the  leaft  rag;  but 
the  money  he  diftributed  among  the  centinels  whom  he 
had  appointed  for  the  defence  of  the  city.  And  not  con- 
tented with  having  deprived  this  nobleman  of  fo  many 
riches,  he  ordered  his  palace  at  Chiagia,  which  was  a 
noble  and  magnificent  flru&ure,  to  be  burnt ;  in  the  exe- 
cution of  which  order,  the  furious  rabble  happening  to 
find  his  picture,  after  they  had  ftrangely  mangled  and  dif- 
figured  it,  prefented  it  to  Mafanieiio,  who  hung  it  upon  the 
fame  poft  to  which  the  head  and  foot  of  don  Pepe  Caraf- 
fa  were  fattened,  putting  this  infeription  in  large  letters 
underneath  : 

This  is  the  Duke  of  MATALONI, 

REBEL   to  his   MAJESTY, 

And  Traitor  to  the  moft  faithful  People, 

There  was  one  thing  very  remarkable  in  this  event,  which 
by  many  was  looked  upon  as  a  judgment  of  God,  name- 
ly, that  the  poll  on  which  were  lufpended  the  head  of 
Cararfa,  and  the  effigies  of  the  duke  of  Mataloni,  were 
creeled  upon  the  very  fpot  where  the  innocent  and  unfor- 
tunate 
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u  holy  mother  of  Carmine,  his  patronefs,  and  that  after- 
"  wards  death  would  be  welcome  to  him  j"  and  at  the 
fame  time,  putting  a  letter  into  the  hands  of  the  archbi- 
ftiop, he  defired  his  eminence  to  fend  fome-body  with  it  to 
the  viceroy.  The  archbiftiop  having  kindly  embraced  him, 
and  very  much  commended  him  for  his  religious  zeal,  im- 
mediately difpatched  one  of  his  gentlemen  with  the  letter 
to  the  palace  ;  and  then  coming  up  to  the  altar,  he  put 
himfelf  in  a  pofture  to  begin  the  fervice,  when  Mafanielio 
going  into  the  pulpit,  and  holding  out  a  crucifix  in  his 
hand,  directed  himfelf  to  the  people,  and  earneftly  be- 
fought  them  not  to  forfake  him  ;  putting  them  in  mind  of 
"  the  dangers  and  the  toils  which  he  had  encountered  and 
"  undergone  for  their  fake ;  the  great  deliverance  he 
"  had  wrought  for  them;  and  laftly,  the  rich  and  inefti- 
"  mable  benefits  which  he  had  procured  them,  and  they 
"  had  fo  lately  feen  confirmed  in  this  church.0  But  the  ve-  . 
hemency  of  his  difcourfe,  throwing  him  into  one  of  his 
raving  fits ;  he  began  to  condemn  himfelf  for  the  badnefs 
of  his  paft  life,  andexorted  *'  every  one  to  make  the  like 
"  confeffion  to  their  ghoftly  father,  that  God's  anger 
"  might  thereby  be  appeafed :"  from  thefe,  he  ran  into 
feveral  other  extravagant  and  rediculous  expreffions,  fome 
of  which  favouring  of  herefy,  the  archbiftiop  was  obliged 
to  ufe  the  afliftance  of  fome  of  the  attendants  to  get  him. 
out  of  the  pulpit.  As  foon  as  he  was  come  down,  he  went 
to.  the  altar,  and  throwing  himfelf  at  the  archbiftiop' s  feet, 
he  entreated  his  eminence  "  to  depute  his  chaplain  to  the 
"  viceroy,  to  affure  him,  that  he  was  ready  to  refign  his 
"  office  and  authority  to  his  excellency."  The  archbiftiop 
promifed  he  would  do  it ;  and  feeing  he  was  all  in  a  fweat, 
occafioned  by  the  violent  agitation  of  his  fpirits,  he  com- 
manded fome  of  the  religious  to  take  him  to  their  dorter, 
to  have  him  dried,  and  to  let  him  refreih  himfelf  with  a 
little  fleep. 

Scarce  was  this  order  executed,  and  the  archbiftiop  gone 
out  of  the  church,  when  the  alfaftins,  who  had  confpired 
the  death  of  Mafanielio,  came  into  it,  and  from  thence 
patted  to  the  cloyfter,  crying  out,  long  live  the  king  of 
Spain,  and  let  none  from  henceforth  upon  pain  of  death  o- 
bey  Mafanielio.     Tho'  the   confpirators   were  but  very 
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few  in  number,  yet,  the  people  did  not  oppofe  them,  but 
on  the  contrary,  making  way  for  them,    they  went  ftrait 
to  the  convent,  fearching  and  enquiring  every  where  for 
Mafaniello.     This  unhappy  man,  hearing  fome-body  call 
lyiafaniello,  runs  out  to  meet  his  murderers,  faying,  "  is 
"  it  me  you  look  for,    my  people?    behold,  I  am  here  ;*' 
but  all  the  anfwcr  he  had,  was  from  four  mufquets  that  were 
fired  upon  him  all  at  one  time,  by  Salvatore  Cataneo,  Car. 
los  Cataneo,  Angelo  Ardizone,  and  Andrea  Rama.     He 
inftantly  dropp'd  down  upon  the  place,  and  having  but  juft 
time  enough  to  cry  out,  c<  ah !  ungrateful  traytors,"  he 
breathed  his  laft.     Salvatore  Cataneo  then  cutoff  his  head, 
and  fixing  it  on  the  top  of  a  fpear,  he  and  his  accomplices 
carried  it  directly  to  the  viceroy,  crying  out  all  the  way, 
as  they   went  along,    Mafaniello  is  dead  ;  Mafaniello  is 
dead  :  let  the  king  of  Spain  live,  and  let  no-body  prefume 
hereafter  to  name  Mafaniello.  This  bold  aclion  (o  daunted 
the  rabble,  who,  to  the  number  of  about  eight  or  ten  thou- 
fand,  were  then  in  the  church  or  in  the  market-place,   that 
they  were  fo  far  from  avenging  the  death  of  their  captain- 
general  by  that  of  his  murderers,  that  they  feem'd  ftupified 
and  motionlefs  ;  and  in  this  occurrence,  gave  a  memorable 
inftance  of  the   inconftancy  of  the  populace,  whofe  love 
may  be  juftly  compared  to  a  broken  reed,  which,  whoever 
leans  upon,  is  fure  of  falling.     In  fhort,  this  fame  people 
who,  from  the  firft  commencement  of  the  infurrecl ion,  had 
loved  Mafaniello  even  to  adoration,  calmly  faw  him  mur- 
dered, and  without  murmering  fuffered  his  head  to  be  ta- 
ken off,  and  afterwards  thrown  into  a  ditch  call'd  the  corn- 
ditch  by  his  homicides;  whilft  his  hody,  at  the  initiation 
of  his  enemies,  was,  as  he  himfelf  had  foretold  it ,  dragg'd 
thro1  all  the  kennels  of  Naples  by  a  company  of  black- 
guards, who,  when  they  were  tired  with  hauling  it  about, 
call  it  into    another  town-ditch,    that  lies  without  Porta 
Nolana. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  difcribe  the  tranfports  of  the  no- 
bility and  gentry  upon  this  occaiion.  They,  who  dared  not 
mew  their  heads,  or  ltir  abroad  during  the  commotions, 
came  now  in  moles,  as  one  may  fay,  te  congratulate  the 
viceroy  upon  this  happy  period  and  the  death  of  Mafani- 
ello.    After  wJiich  his  excellency,   accompanied  by  the 
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archbiftiop,  and  the  chief  officers  and  magiftrates  of  the 
kingdom,  went  with  great  folemnity  to  the  church  of  Car- 
mine, to  return  God  thanks  and  the  moft  glorious  patron 
of  Naples  St.  Gennaro,  whofe  facred  head  and  blood  were 
taken  out  and  expofed  to  publick  view.  This  ad  of  de- 
votion being  performed,  his  excellency  the  viceroy  (hewed 
himfelf  in  the  market-place,"  where  he  caufed  the  confir- 
mation of  the  articles  {worn  to  the  Saturday  before,  to  be 
proclaim'd  by  found  of  trumpet ;  and  then  returned  to  his 
palace,  with  the  universal  acclamations  of  that  very  rabble, 
who,  but  a  few  days  before,  had  pulled  him  by  the  whifk- 
crs,  and  offered  him  all  manner  of  indignities. 

Thus  rofe  and  fell  Mafaniello  of  Amalphi,  the  dread  of 
the  Spaniards,  the  avenger  of  publick  oppreffions,-  and  the 
iaviour  of  his  defolate  country.     All  antiquity  cannot  fur- 
nifh  us  with  fuch  another  example  as  his ;  and  after-ages 
will  hardly  believe  what  height  of  power  this  mungrel  lo- 
vereign  arrived  to,  who,  trampling  bare-foot  on  a  throne, 
and  wearing  a  mariner's  cap  inftead  of  a  diadem,    in  the 
fpace  of  four  days,  raifed  an  army  of  above  i  50,000  men, 
and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  one  of  the  moft  populous  cities 
in  the  world  ;  of  Naples,  the  metropolis  of  fo  many  fair 
provinces,  and  at  once  the  mother  and  the  nurfe  of  fo  many 
illuftrious  princes,  and  renowned  heroes.     And  as  if  for- 
tune,, that  capricious  jilt,    had  taken  delight  in  railing  a 
fiftierman  above  the  greater!  monarch,  fhe  not  only  fubmit- 
ted  to  his  empire,    that  innumerable  rabble  that  always 
followed  him,  but  even  that  ancient  and  generous  Neapoli- 
tan nobility  itfelf,  whofe  glorious  atchievements  had  rilled 
.the  whole  univerfe  with  their  fame.  In  fnort,  it  may  be  a- 
averred  without  excefs,    that  neither  the  moft  formidable 
tyrant,  nor  the  princes  the  moft  beloved,  were  ever  fo  much 
dreaded,  or  fo  quickly  obeyed  as  Mafaniello  was,    during 
his  ihori  but  ftupendous  reign.     His  orders  were  without 
reply;  his  decrees  without  appeal ;  and  thedeftiny  of  all 
Naples,  might  be  faid  to  depend  upon  a  fingle  motion  of 
his  hand. 

Thofe  who  have  moft  curioufly  enquired  into  this  great 

and  fudden  revolution  of  which  he  was  the  author,    haVe 

for  the  moft  part  look'd  upon  it  as  a  pure  and  imrriediate 

eifeii  of  God's   judgments,    who,  to  chaftiie  the  avarice, 
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iK^aTbarity  of  the  Spanifh  minifters,  which 
at  their  higheft  pitch,  fmgled  out  the  arm  of  the 
this  poor  fifherman  to  execute  his  anger.      Nor  is  this  o- 
pinion  without  foundation ,  for  if  we  examine  the  actions 
and  accidents  of  Mafaniello's  life,  we  fhall  find  them  too 
wonderful,  not  to  have  been  in  a  peculiar  manner  directed 
by  the  hand  of  providence.     A  report  goes  that  whilft  he 
was  yet  in  the  cradle,  two  capuchins  accidentally  calling 
in  at  his  mother's  houfe,  one  of  them  took  him  into  his 
arms,  and  having  look'd  very  fteadfaftly  upon  him  for  fome 
time,  he  told  her,  "  that  that  child  fhould  one  day  come 
"  to  be  the  mailer  of  Naples,  but  that  his  government 
"  would  have  but  a  very  fhort  duration.'"  We  have  already 
.  taken  notice  of  his  own  prophecies,  relating  to  his  death, 
together  with  the  caufe,    time,  and  manner  of  it       But, 
what  will  raife  our  admiration  moft  of  all  is,  that  he,  who 
had  never  had  any  education,  and  who  had  always  patted 
among  thofe    of  his   acquaintance  for    a  meer  natural, 
was  all  on  a  fudden  feen  to  act  and  fpeak,  as  if  he  had' 
been  always  converfant  in  politicks  and  the  management 
of  publick  affairs.     And  indeed  it  is  matter  of  admiration, 
with  how  much  wifdom  he  made,  and  maintain'd  in  the 
\ery  heat  of  the  commotions,   the  moft  ufeful  orders  and 
regulations  that  the  wifeft  legiflators  and  the  moft  experien- 
ced generals  could  ever  be  capable  of;  with  what  art  and 
addrefs  he  infinuated  himfelf  into  the  hearts  of  fo  many 
thoufands  of  men,  by  far  his  fuperiors,    encouraging  the- 
fearful,  extolling  the  bold,  reproaching  the  coward,  and 
moft  pathetically  defcribing  to  all,    the  miferable  ftate  of 
their  country,  groaning  under  the  heavy  exactions  of  proud 
and  avaritious  minifters,    and  animating  them  to  revenge 
and  redrefs  themfelves !  Cardinal  Filomarino  himfelf,  has 
acknowledged,  that  in  the  feveral  conferences  he  had  with 
him  with  refpect  to  the  treaty  of  accommodation,  he  had 
often  been  amazed  at  the  fblidity  of  his  judgment,  and 
the  fubtilty  of  his  contrivances.      In  fhort,  if  we  do  but 
reflect  upon  the  greatnefs  of  that  enterprize  which  he  pro- 
jefted,  and  executed  for  the  good  of  his  country  :    that 
indefatigable  afliduity,  with  which  he  applied  himfelf  to 
hx  which  robbed  him  of  the  hours  of  nourifhment  and  re- 
pofe,  and  made  him  dictate  to  feven  fecretaries  all  at  one 

time 
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time,  as  fome  authors  report  :  that  juft  feverity,  which 
obliging  him  to  put  fo  many  perfons  to  death,  never  exer- 
ted itfelf  on  any  whofe  crimes  had  not  deferved  it :  but, 
above  all,  that  noble  and  generous  difintereftednefs,  which 
kept  him  poor  in  the  midit  of  fuch  vail  heaps  of  wealth ; 
and  we  fhall  be  apt  to  conclude  with  a  certain  Neapolitan 
gentleman,  "  that  Mafaniello  fc ems  to  have  been  endowed 
*'  with  no  other  qualifications,  but  fuch  as  were  neceflary 
"  for  the  execution  of  the  divine  vengeance." 

As  to  the  duke  of  Arcos,  whether  he  acted  with  prudence 
or  no,  in  caufmg  Mafaniello  to  be  put  to  death,  is  hard  to 
determine  at  this  diiiance,  however,  I  think  it  may  be  juft- 
ly  doubted,  whether  the  death  of  Mafaniello  was  not  more 
to  the  prejudice  than  the  benefit  of  Spain.      For  altho'  it 
may  be  aliedged,  that  the  fedition  which  he  firft  promoted, 
did  in  appearance  tend  to  the  hurt  of  the  ftate,   and  the 
weakening  of  the  fovereign  authority,  yet  it  is  certain,  he 
was  io  far  from  endeavouring  to  eitrange  the  peoples  affec- 
tions and  allegiance  from  Philip  the  IV,   who  reigned  at 
that  time,  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  always  proreiied  the 
greateft  refpeel  and  veneration  for  him  :  for,  beJides  making 
the  people  often  cry  out,  long  live  the  king  of  Spain,  and 
and  commanding  them  to  put  liis  majefty's  arms  over  their 
doors ;  his  receding  from  that  proportion  whereby  the  caiile 
of  Saint  Elmo  was  to  be  delivered  into  his  hands,  as  a  fe- 
cunty  for  the  performance  of  the  conditions  of  peace     is 
an  undeniable  proof  of  his  loyalty.      Eefides,    the  very 
commotions  which  he  raifed  in  Naples,   may   be  laid  to, 
have  been  in  fome  manner  advantageous  to  the  Spaniards : 
fince  they  contributed  very  much  to  the  extirpation  of  the 
outlaws  and  other  publick  nufances,  and  at  the  fame  time 
fully  revenged  them  on  the  nobility,    by  the  cruel  ra^e 
with  which  the  rabble  purfued  them.     Laflly,  the  abolish- 
ment of  the  taxes  feems  to  have  been  in  a  great  meaiu-e 
beneficial  to  his  catholick  majefly,  whofe  domain  and  other 
revenues  fcarce  amounting  to  a  million  of  gold  yearly 
was  now  on  the  point  of  receiving  five  millon  ail  at  once' 
by  means  or  a  donative  which  Mafaniello  had  reioived  to 
prefent  him  with,  and  which  he  would  certainly  have  ac- 
comphfhed,    (having  already  levied   confiderable  fums  to 
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that  end)  if   the  fuddennefs  of  his  death  had   not  pre- 
vented it. 

But  it  is  not  j  aft,  that  thefe  Reflections  mould  make  us 
leave  the  head  and  the  Uody  of  Mafaniello  lo  long  unburi- 
ed  and  afunder  ;  and  after  having  expofed  the  ingratitude 
of  the  People,  in  forlaking  their   great  deliverer,  it  is  but 
reafonable,  that  we  mould  alfo  take  fome  notice  of  the  for- 
row  and  repentance  which  they  expreffed  for  it,  by  the 
pompous  oblequies  with  which  they  honoured  his  funeral. 
"Juty  17.  The  day  immediately  following  that  of  his  death, 
feveral  children,  at  the   perfuafion  of  fome  perfons  who 
told  them,  it  was  a  fhame  that  the  corpfe  of  him  who  had 
done  fo  much  for  the  good  of  his  country,  mould  be  thus 
expofed  to  the  dogs,  went  and  fetched   his  body,  and  after 
they  had  waflied  and  cleaned  it  well,  carried  it  on  a  bier  to 
the  cathedral  church  of  Carmine.     At  the  fame  time,  a 
young  man  living  in  the  market-place,  called  Jeronymo 
Donneruma  went  with  a  company  of  men  all  armed  to 
look  for  his  head  in  the  corn  ditch;  and  having  found  it, 
he  brought  it  along  with  him  to  the  fame  place  where  the 
body  was,  in  order  to  have  them  buried  together.     This 
being  done,  it  was  refolved  in  a  general  affembly  of  the 
people,  who  were  gathered  together  on  this  occafiort,  that 
Mafaniello  deferved  to  receive  thegreateft  honours,  as  head 
and  captain  general  of  N  aples ;  and  accordingly,  his  corpfe, 
precede..!  by  rive  hundred  prieffc  and  religious,  and  follow- 
ed by  forty  thoufand  men  up  in  arms,  and  almoft  as  many 
women  with  beads  in  their  hands,  was  carried  through  fe- 
veral of  the  moil  publick  ftreets  of  the  city,  with  all  the 
folernnities  that  are  commonly  ufed  at  the  funeral  of  a  mar- 
tial commander.     As  they  patted   by  the  palace  of  the 
viceroy,  his   excellency,    to  conform  to  the  times,  lent 
eight  of  his  pages  with  torches  in  their  hands,  to  accompa- 
ny the  corpfe,  and  at  the  fame  time,  ordered  the  Spaniards 
who  were  then  upon  guard,  to  lower  their  enfigns  and 
faluie  the  body,  as  it  was  carried  by.     It  was  at  laft  brought 
back  again  to  the  cathedral  church,  and  there  buried ; 
whilit  all  the  bells  in  Naples  rung  a  mournful  peal,  and 
amidft  the  tears  and  lamentations  of  an  infinite  multitude  of 
women,  who  ihewed  fo  much  refpeft  and  veneration  to  his 
dull,  that  one  may  fay,  that  by  the  erfett  of  a  popular  in- 
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conftancy  which  is  not  to  be  equalled,  Mafaniello  in  Teis 
than  three  days,  was  o*beyed.like  a  monarch,  murderejl 
like  a  villain,  and  reveer'd  like  a  faint. 

Thus  have  I  traced  the  hiftory  of  the  Neapolitans  from\ 
•the  firft  origin  of  their  civil  contentions   and  furFerings, 
under  a  ravenous  and  over-bearing  miniftry,  to  the, " 
period  of  tyranny    and   oppreflion  among    them  ; 
is  to  fay,    to  their  being  reftored   to   the  full  pofle 
of  their   rights    and    privileges  by    the   fimerman-" 
Happy  had  it  been  for  them,  had  they  never  been  moM 
in  the  enjoyment  of  them,  and  the  publick  faith  always 
remained  inviolate!  but  alas!  they  were  foon  made  fen- 
fible  by  a  fatal  experience,  that  the  moft  facred,  and'  moll 
religious   oaths  and  covenants,  are  not  Itrong  enough  to 
bind  princes,  nor  their  minifters  to  acl  contrary  to  their 
views  of  intereft  and  ambition,  as  will  evidently  appear  by 
what  follows.  Not  many  days  after  Mafaniello's  death,  the 
viceroy  made  Julio  Genovino   prefident  of  one  of  the 
courts  ofjuftice,  and  gave  him  beiidcs,  feveral  other  pub- 
lick  marks  of  his  favour  and  efleem.     The  people  were 
furprized  at  it;  and  they  could  not  conceive  what  it  was, 
that  mould  induce  the  viceroy   to  give  fuch  extraordinary 
domonftrations  of  favour,  to  a  man,  who  Uad,  with  the 
greateil  warmth,  fo  lately  efpoufed   the   ingreft  of  the 
Neapolitans,  and  upon  all  occasions  hac^fHfc.  particular 
manner,  manifeited  his  enmity  to  the  Spaniards  :  this  was 
a  myftery  to  them,  and  they  were  at  lofs  to  unriddle  it. 
But  it  was  not  long  before  they  were  undeceived,  by  the 
publication  of  the  printed    treaty.     They  obfi&pyed,  that 
the  fourteenth  article  in  it,  contain'd  a  ialvo,  |fcich  had 
not  been  read  to  them  in-the  cathedral-church,  and  which 
indeed,  made  the  treaty  void  and  of  no  eiTecT:.  The  purport 
of  it  is  as  follows.    "  That  all  taxes  and  imports  'till  then 
"  impofed  and  exacled,  mould  be  abrogated  and  annulled 
"'  for  ever;  fuch  of  them  only  EXCEPTED,  as  were 
"  alienated  to  private  or  particular  perfons,  which  mould 
*'  always  fubfift,  any  thing  in  this  treaty  mentioned  to  die 
"  contrary,  notwithstanding,"     Now,  there  being  no  tax 
in  the  kingdom,  but  what  was  alienated,  all  the  taxes  coa- 
fequently  remained  ftill  in  force  ;  and  this  treaty,  that  was 
concluded  with  fo  much  folemnity,  and  afterwards  con- 
jt  firmed 
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finftd  by  fo  ihaiiy  oaths,-  was  only  a  politick  retch,  to  lull 
^peo^iafleep,  till  rhc-miniftryVoUimdaAoCKu 
*y  to  replunge  them  into  a  ftate  of  flavery  and'fub  cction 
Jut  allocs  are  not  fuccefsful  alike;  and  the  allwfie  pro- 
vidence tf  heaven  would  not  fuffer  Co  notorious  a  violation' 
of  ttfepubhck  faith,  fworn,  and  pledg'd  upon  the  altars 
to  g|  unpunifned.     Thofe  who   had   fTr^diWer'd  Te 
frau|   immediately,  communicate  it  to  their  neighbours 
Lhef  again  divulge  it  to  the  people.     In  an  iniiJ   the 
•    L  a  CKy  1S,aIarm;d'     ^"^itudesof  people  flock  together 
m  hafte  to  the  market-place,  as  is  ufual  in  VaflS  6f  publick 
danger     They  plainly  perceive  now,  the  reaion  of  Geno- 
vmos-new  preferment,  and  they  conclude,   «  that  he  has 
<  fold  them  totheminiitry."     On  a  fudden,  they  give  a 
looie  to  their  rage  and  indignation ;  they  fl/  to  their  arms  ■ 
and  in  the  firft  heat  of  their  furious  refentment,  they  utter 
a  thousand  dreadful  -imprecations- againft  the  government 
m  whom  they  coujd  noJopger  confide.     This  was  the  be ' 
ginning  of  a  civil  war,  that  in  the  end  proved  fetal  to  the 
opanurds.      The  authors  of  it,  unimproved  by  ft,  recent  an 
example  of  what  an  injared  and  exaiperated  people  can  do 
in  their  own  defence,  and  the  dqfence*of  their  liberty    foon 
f  a  themfelv  And  their  country  invited  in  alfthe  calami- 
nes and  horA  that  attend  intefline  feuds  and  diflentions 
AntUome  oment,  by  meeting  with  a  more  hafty  and  ex- 
emplary punfnment,  have  left  behind  them,  an  everlaftintr 
monument  of  the  wrath  of  heaven  againft  perjurM  and  avat' 
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